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1. Introduction and Abstract the conflict have been extensive from the political to
the humanitarian fronts, and they continue to be so.

he Russian invasion of Ukraine is undoubtedly

the largest ongoing conflict in the world today. In addition to the Ukrainian-Russian conflict, there

The death toll stands at tens of thousands, are several other ongoing conflicts in the world today.
and the mass displacement of people as a These include conflicts in Myanmar, Ethiopia, Yemen,
consequence of the conflict amounts to millions. More ~ Palestine, Syria, and Sudan, to name a few. This paper
than $150 billion in bilateral aid alone has been spent ~ focuses on one of these conflicts — the conflict in
on the war effort in Ukraine by its allies.” Without an Myanmar — and how the responses of the international
end to the war in sight, this spending could continue community to the Myanmar conflict have contrasted to
for months if not years. The international responses to  those for Ukraine.
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Before we begin, let us define the terms “conflict” and
“international response,” as seen in the scope of this
paper. We shed light on the historical background of
the two conflicts, and their international responses
thus far, before doing a comparative analysis.

2. Definitions

Conflict

The Cambridge Dictionary defines conflict as “an

active disagreement, as between opposing opinions or
needs” and as “fighting between two or more countries
or groups of people."”? Merriam-Webster defines conflict
as “a competitive or opposing action of incompatibles”
and as “a fight, battle or war,” among other definitions.®

For the purpose of this paper, we utilize conflict in the
sense of armed fighting between two or more groups
of people from different countries or from within

the same country.

International Response

The Cambridge Dictionary defines international as
“‘involving more than one country,” while Merriam-
Webster's definition of international is “connected with
or involving two or more countries.”

The Cambridge Dictionary defines response as
‘something said or done as a reaction to something
that has been said or done,”® while Merriam-Webster's
definition of response is “something constituting a
reply or a reaction.”

In this paper, we view international response as what
has been said and done by countries worldwide as a
reaction to the conflicts being discussed.

3. The Historical Context

Ukraine

The current war in Ukraine began in 2014, when Russia
annexed Crimea on the pretext that Crimea was a
Russian-speaking region that had always been a part
of Russia.? In the years after the annexation, Russia
continued to support other separatist factions in the

Donbass region of eastern Ukraine. Localized conflicts
between pro-Russian separatists and the Ukrainian
government'’s forces continued in eastern Ukraine until
February 24, 2022, when Russian forces launched an
invasion operation.®

The Russian invading force made significant gains
within the first few days/weeks; however, it gradually
withdrew from areas it had captured, mainly in the
north and northeast of Ukraine. The Russian presence
continues to persist in the south and southeastern
parts of Ukraine, primarily in the Crimea, Donetsk,
Luhansk, Zaporizhia, and Kherson regions.™

Russia has targeted Ukraine's ports and other
economic infrastructure. Ukrainian forces have
launched successful counteroffensives in major
cities and urban centers, with the help of arms and
munitions supplied by foreign governments.™

There are multiple root causes of the conflict. Russia
and Ukraine share significant historical and cultural
ties. As a former Soviet colony, Russia sees Ukraine
as its region of socioeconomic and political influence.
Ukraine, on the contrary, has shown an inclination
toward the West, and has expressed interest in joining
the European Union as well as NATQ.'? The latter

was particularly seen by Russia as a threat to its own
security, and hence was the pretext for the invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022."

The civilian death toll from the war is estimated at
nearly 9,300 by the U.N.™* Military casualties, according
to Reuters’ latest estimates, are 15,500-17,500
Ukrainians and 35,500-43,000 Russians."®

Myanmar

The current war in Myanmar started with the military
coup on February 1,2021. Myanmar's commander in
chief, Min Aung Hlaing, ordered the coup on the pretext
that the results of the 2020 fall elections were rigged.
The country's reelected de facto leader, Aung San

Suu Kyi, and her party members were subsequently
arrested and imprisoned by the military.'®

Nationwide protests erupted immediately after the
coup. The military responded with a violent crackdown
on the protesters.'” The protesters organized
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themselves into armed groups, under the umbrella of
the People’s Defense Forces, an armed extension of the
National Unity Government, a government-in-exile that
was primarily formed by leaders of Suu Kyi's party. The
People’s Defense Forces formed new collaborations
with ethnic armed factions that were already in direct
conflict with the military.’® Consequently, Myanmar
entered into a full-scale civil war.

The root causes of the war, apart from the coup

d'état that followed the violent crackdown, trace back
to colonial period and postcolonial rule, when the
country faced serious challenges in nation-building.
Military rule took over the country within a decade after
independence. Tensions rose between the various
minorities and the majority Bama population for land,
resources, religion, and other socioeconomic reasons.
There are more than 135 ethnic minorities in Myanmar,
some of which are not even recognized officially by
the Burmese government. Most of the major ethnic
minorities have established their own jurisdictions and
guerilla forces as their way of self-determination.™

The death toll resulting from the ongoing civil war is
difficult to verify, though figures as high as 38,000

are estimated to have been killed since February

2021, according to the Armed Conflict Location &
Event Data Project.?’ Large-scale displacement of
refugees into Thailand and other neighboring states
continues. Severe human rights abuses — including
extrajudicial killings, sexual violence, scorched earth,
and indiscriminate attacks on civilian populations — are
well documented in the case of the Myanmar civil

war. In addition, the slow genocide continues against
Rohingya minorities in northwestern Myanmar through
severe restrictions of movement, economic activity,
and access to aid.?’

4. International Responses
to the Conflict in Ukraine

The international responses to the conflict in

Ukraine are manifested in a wide variety of domains,
ranging from media to economic aid to political
actions to military assistance. This is in addition to
international humanitarian aid and responses from civil
society organizations.

Media Coverage

The Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022
triggered a sudden surge in international media
coverage on “the war in Europe.” News outlets
worldwide reported the invasion in real time,
particularly on the wide-scale destruction and civilian
casualties. The coverage highlighted the seriousness
of the crisis and its implications for security in
Europe and globally.?2

It was not too long before bias in media narratives
could be observed, with certain outlets emphasizing
specific aspects of the conflict over others, primarily
based on their country’s geopolitical interests. Western
media outlets emphasized Russia’s aggression and
violation of international law. They highlighted Ukraine’s
struggle for sovereignty and its freedom to choose the
influence it preferred.”

On the contrary, the Russian media portrayed

the invasion as a necessary response to protect
Russian-speaking populations in Ukraine and alleged
the presence of far-right elements in the Ukrainian
government. They also accused Western countries of
meddling in Ukraine's internal affairs and promoting an
anti-Russian agenda.?*

Social media platforms played a crucial role in
disseminating information during the crisis. Platforms
like Twitter (now X), Facebook, and YouTube allowed
individuals on the ground to share real-time updates,
videos, and images, providing a glimpse into the
conflict's human cost. Both sides of the conflict
used social media to push their narratives, leading
to an “information war” in cyberspace. However,

the sheer volume of information and the lack of
verification processes also led to the spread of
misinformation and propaganda.?®

Economic Actions

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) was among
the first organizations to provide bailout support to
Ukraine. It has provided a $115 billion global package,
which includes $15 billion in loans, S80 in concessional
grants from multilateral institutions and countries, and
$20 billion in debt relief .26
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Apart from the IMF, other international financial
institutions have played a vital role in providing
economic aid to Ukraine. The World Bank has
mobilized over $37.5 billion to assist Ukraine in fulfilling
essential needs and rebuilding its economy.?” The
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) also extended financial support to Ukraine’s
businesses and economy, committing €3 billion

over 2022 and 2023.%®

Numerous countries have and continue to provide
bilateral aid to Ukraine, signaling their solidarity and
commitment to the country’s struggle during the
war. The top donor nations are the European Union,
the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
Australia, among other nations. The United States
itself has provided nearly €25 billion in financial
assistance, followed by €5.6 billion from Japan, and
nearly €4 billion and €3.5 billion from the U.K. and
Canada, respectively.?

The European Union has offered the largest amount
of bilateral financial aid to Ukraine, €27.3 billion. This
is not including aid from other European states — such
as Norway, the Netherlands, France, and Poland —
which each have provided €0.7 billion to €1 billion

in financial aid.*

The figures given here are only for financial aid, and
they exclude humanitarian and military assistance,
which were provided in addition to economic
assistance. The sheer amount of economic aid
demonstrates the international community’s
unwavering solidarity with Ukraine.

Military Aid

The United States has provided $46.6 billion in military
aid to Ukraine as of July 2023. This aid includes
long-range rocket artillery systems, ammunition,
counterfire radars, air surveillance radars and drones,
antitank missiles, and coastal defense systems.

The aid has enhanced Ukraine’s ability to deter
Russian aggression and strengthen its ground and air
defense capabilities.®'

In addition to the United States, several other
countries — including the United Kingdom, Canada,
Lithuania, and Poland — have also provided military

equipment — such as armored vehicles, rifles, and
communications systems — to support Ukraine's
defense forces.®? Alongside military equipment,
international partners have offered military training
and advisory support to Ukraine’'s armed forces. In
particular, the United States, the United Kingdom, and
Canada have sent military advisers and trainers to
Ukraine to provide expertise on tactics, intelligence,
and strategic planning. These trainers have helped
train tens of thousands of Ukrainian troops to enhance
their capabilities and coordination.®

International military aid to Ukraine has not been
limited to bilateral support. Multilateral military
cooperation and joint exercises have played a crucial
role in strengthening Ukraine's defense capabilities.
NATO member states have constantly participated

in military drills and exercises in Eastern Europe,
reinforcing and creating new battle groups in the
region. NATO’s members have sent ships, aircraft, and
troops to Eastern Europe to increase their deterrence
posture against potential further Russian aggression
in the region.* The provision of international military
aid to Ukraine demonstrates the international
community’s unwavering commitment to deterring
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Humanitarian Aid

Numerous international organizations have played a
vital role in providing humanitarian aid to Ukraine since
the onset of the conflict. The United Nations and its
various agencies — including the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Food
Program (WFP), and the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) — have been actively engaged in
delivering life-saving assistance to affected civilians.®

The UNHCR has focused on providing shelter, essential
supplies, and support for displaced populations within
Ukraine and those who have fled to neighboring
countries. The WFP has been instrumental in
distributing food aid to those facing food insecurity
due to the conflict, while UNICEF has been working to
ensure access to education, health care, and protection
services for vulnerable children.2¢

In addition to the U.N., a multitude of humanitarian
organizations have also been on the ground, providing
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essential relief and support in conflict-affected

areas. Médecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without
Borders) spent $50.5 million in Ukraine in 2022, and
the American Red Cross alone contributed $53 million
to Ukraine relief efforts through August 2022.%” The
Canadian Red Cross raised $1.25 billion (Canadian)
as of July 2022 .2

Aid from governments has also added to the
immense outpouring of humanitarian assistance to
Ukraine, notably:

1. €570 million from January to November 2022 by
the Austrian government®®

2. €800 million from Belgium by April 2022 (within
2 months of the start of war)*°

3. $500 million (Canadian) from Canada by
November 2022 on Ukraine Sovereignty bonds*!

€190 million from Denmark by January 2023+
€420 million from Lithuania by December 202243
€118 million from the Netherlands by July 2023%
€1.3 billion per year for five years from Norway*®
$100 million from Qatar*

$400 million from Saudi Arabia®

0. $100 million from South Korea in 20224 and
$130 million in 20234

$1.3 billion from Switzerland
donated by February 2023

$1.9 billion from Germany and $1
billion from Japan®

$3.6 billion from the U.S., and $2.1
billion by the EU®

20 ©® N o o s

11.
12.

13.

These figures do not include many countries that have
given less than $100 million, and they also exclude
material and equipment support provided by numerous
nations for the reconstruction and repair of shelters,
and the distribution of essential nonfood items like
blankets, hygiene kits, and cooking supplies.

This international humanitarian aid has demonstrated
unparalleled global solidarity with Ukraine and
conveyed a message of compassion and support to
the affected population unlike anywhere else.

Other Political Actions, Including Sanctions

One of the immediate responses to the Russian
invasion was a wave of international condemnation.
Around the globe, countries publicly criticized
Russia’s actions, declaring their support for Ukraine's
sovereignty and territorial integrity.> At the U.N.
General Assembly in March 2022, 141 countries
voted in favor of a resolution demanding Russia to
immediately end its military operations in Ukraine.*
In another General Assembly resolution in September
2022, 143 countries condemned Russia’s annexation
of four eastern regions of Ukraine.>*

Diplomatic efforts were also undertaken to find

a resolution to the crisis through dialogue and
negotiations. Multiple rounds of talks were initially
held between Russian and Ukrainian representatives,
with the involvement of international mediators
such as Turkey®® and Belarus,*® in an attempt to
reach a cease-fire and deescalate the conflict. Later
on, numerous propositions for peaceful resolution
were provided by Brazil,*” Saudi Arabia,*® China,*
and South Africa.®® However, a lasting resolution
could not be reached.

The U.S,, UK, EU, and their allies imposed severe
economic sanctions on Russia. The sanctions came in
various forms: from financial to goods and services to
targeted sanctions on individuals and businesses.

Through the EU's sanctions, nearly half of foreign
Russian reserves became frozen,®' nearly 49% of EU
exports to Russia (compared with 2021) became
controlled,®? and nearly 90% of Russian oil imports to
Europe became restricted.®

Financial sanctions began with disconnecting
Russian banks from the international SWIFT payment
system in efforts to slow down Russian entities from
receiving payments for their commerce.®* Further
financial sanctions cut off $350 billion in foreign
currency reserves.%

Sanctions in the oil and gas sector were most
prominent with the U.K. and the U.S. banning all oil and
gas imports from Russia.®® Germany stopped the Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline from entering Russia, a project
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worth $11 billion.%” Russian crude oil was capped at
$60 a barrel by EU nations.®®

A ban on exporting technological goods that could
potentially be used for military purposes (including
items such as vehicle parts) was put into effect by the
U.S., the U.K.,, and EU member nations.®® Over 1,000
multinational companies have also voluntarily curtailed
their operations in Russia.”®

Thousands of targeted sanctions on Russian oligarchs,
close allies of the Kremlin, and businesses in Russia
were placed by the United States, the United Kingdom,
the EU, and their allies (including Canada, Australia,
Japan, and South Korea).”

The above-noted sanctions target key sectors of the
Russian economy and its individuals, aiming to weaken
Russia’s position in the war and discourage further
aggression. They demonstrate a relentless pursuit by
major actors globally to halt Russia from perpetuating
the war. For example, just the EU implemented 11
different waves of sanctions as of June 2023, with
successive additions in each wave including additions
of measures that strengthen bilateral and multilateral
cooperation with third countries in efforts to impede
sanctions’ circumvention by Russia.”?

Civil Society Responses

The Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022
triggered a strong global response from civil society
organizations around the world. From human

rights groups to humanitarian agencies, academic
institutions to advocacy networks, civil society entities
mobilized to condemn the aggression and support the
people of Ukraine.

International civil society organizations used their
platforms to advocate for peace, human rights,
and justice in Ukraine. They organized awareness
campaigns, public demonstrations, and petitions
to raise awareness about the conflict and its
humanitarian implications.” Through social media
and public events, these organizations called on
the international community to support Ukraine’s
sovereignty, protect civilians, and find a peaceful
resolution to the crisis.”

Numerous human rights groups and organizations
have closely monitored and continue to monitor

the human rights situation in Ukraine during the
invasion. They have documented alleged human rights
violations, abuses, and attacks on civilians, bringing
attention to potential war crimes and violations of
international law.”® Their reports and investigations
will form the basis of critical evidence for holding
perpetrators accountable for justice and redress.’®

Academic institutions and civil society networks have
engaged in educational and research initiatives to shed
light on the complexities of the conflict. Their in-depth
analysis, reports, and conferences help establish an
unbiased understanding of the geopolitical, historical,
and social factors exacerbating the crisis.”” These
efforts are instrumental in informing policymakers and
the public about the broader context of the conflict.

Smaller, localized civil society organizations played
significant roles in resettling refugees who fled the
conflict in Ukraine. They provided essential services
— such as shelter, food, health care, and legal aid — to
those who crossed the border to take shelter in
neighboring countries in Europe.”® They worked to
address the long-term needs of displaced individuals
and support their integration and well-being in host
communities.” Many church groups in the U.S,,

U.K., Canada, Germany, and the like helped with the
resettlement of Ukrainians displaced by the war.®

As of August 2023, there were nearly 6.2 million
Ukrainian refugees worldwide, with 5.8 million in
Europe and 358,000 outside Europe.®' The countries
hosting the largest number of Ukrainian refugees
include Russia, with nearly 1.3 million refugees;
Germany, with nearly 1.1 million; and Poland, with
nearly 1 million.®? In each of these countries (and all
others hosting the refugees), civil society organizations
play a major role in helping with resettlement.

5. International Responses
to the Conflict in Myanmar

The international responses to the conflict in
Myanmar can now be viewed through the lenses of
media coverage, economic activities, military aid,
humanitarian assistance, political actions, and civil
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society involvements to see how they contrast with the
responses received for Ukraine.

Media Coverage

Myanmar is one of the countries with the highest
amount of media censorship. According to
Reporters Without Borders' world freedom of
press index, Myanmar stands in the bottom 10
countries in the world.

As of January 30, 2023, Reporters Without Borders
recorded at least 130 journalists arrested and jailed in
Myanmar, of whom 72 were still being held in prisons,
with reported cases of torture. They recorded a drastic
increase in crackdowns on press freedom in Myanmar
since the coup.®

The Committee to Protect Journalists, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to safeguarding journalists
worldwide, says that Myanmar ranks among the worst
jailers for journalists, as per the committee’s prison
census. It points out how Myanmar’s ruling junta has
jailed journalists and murdered at least three of them
while they were in custody.®

Parts of Myanmar — like the northwestern province
of Rakhine, where the Rohingya population live —
have been off limits to journalists and international
NGOs numerous times.®® Despite condemnations
from rights groups and the U.N.'s Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, access remains an
unresolved issue.®’

Within a month of the coup, five major independent
news outlets — Mizzima, DVB, Khit Thit Media,
Myanmar Now, and 7Day News — were banned from
broadcasting, and had their licenses revoked. State-
controlled broadcasters — like MRTV, Global New
Light of Myanmar, Myawady TV, and Myanmar New
Agency — continued to operate, primarily to spread
government propaganda.®

Fast forward two years later: Mizzima has survived
and has become a trusted independent source of
journalism. Three other news outlets — Democratic
Voice of Burma, BBC Burma, and Voice of America —

have also become known as reliable independent news

sources. However, sustaining their operation continues

to be a challenge, given drastic declines in revenue
from digital advertising.®

The junta also put severe restrictions on internet and
satellite TV within months of the coup. Internet access
in some regions was completely shut down, and in
other areas it was severely reduced. Those carrying
satellite dishes to connect to satellite television

faced fines or prison time.®® For journalists reporting
day-to-day activities from the ground, the lack of
access to the internet is a severe blow to their ability
to function.®™ In conflict-affected areas, having or

not having the internet could sometimes mean the
difference between life and death, since the internet is
used to securely communicate information and early
warning on the movement of junta troops before they
attack a village.*?

For those who are able to receive some internet
access, social media became their platform to
disseminate information to the rest of the world.
Ethnic human rights organizations, as well as
prominent grassroots organizations that emerged
during nationwide protests against the coup, took to
Facebook and Twitter to disseminate news through
their social media accounts. However, this also led to
campaigns of misinformation, propaganda, and hate
speech affecting the groups involved.®

At the start of 2023, the military began an online
campaign of terrorism to debilitate democratic
opposition, especially targeting female activists. The
OHCHR has called for social media companies to
allocate necessary resources to protect the rights of
users in Myanmar.®

Economic Cooperation

The violent crackdown on civilian protesters by
Myanmar's military and the subsequent activism
backlash by Burmese and international civil

society created immense pressure on international
corporations to reconsider their investments in
Myanmar. As a result, a large number of multinational
corporations ended up divesting from Myanmar,
including, but not limited to, these:*®

The Japanese brewery Kirin
The South Korean steelmaker POSCO
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The Norwegian telecommmunications giant Telenor

France's Total Energy and the U.S.
petroleum giant Chevron

Malaysia's Petronas and Thailand's PTTEP
Switzerland-based Nestlé Corporation®

While the worsening human rights situation was

the main reason for the departure of multinationals,
other factors included lawlessness and deteriorating
economic conditions.®’

As the above-noted multinational corporations
made their tough decisions to exit from Myanmar, a
few others made the decision to stay or begin new
investments. These include:

The Israeli software maker Cogynte,
to supply spyware®®

India’s Adani Group, to increase its investments in
Yangon port development®

Singapore-based firm Yoma MFS Holdings,
to buy a 51% stake in Wave Money from
Norway's Telenor'®

Russia, to supply missile systems, drones, radar
systems, helicopters, and fighter jets'

China, to increase border trade, investments, and
cooperation on energy and electricity'%?

While Myanmar’s gross domestic product (GDP) fell

from $65.1 billion in 2021 to $59.3 billion in 2022, its
GDP growth rate has increased, from —17.9% in 2021
10 3.0% in 2022.703

Myanmar’s top trading partner countries for
export in 2022 were!%*:

Thailand, at $3.85 billion and 23% of
Myanmar’s total exports

China, at $3.69 billion and 22% of
Myanmar's total exports

Japan, at $1.21 billion and 7.1% of
Myanmar’s total exports

India, at $900 million and 5.3% of
Myanmar's total exports

The United States, at $761 million and 4.5% of
Myanmar's total exports

Germany, at $679 million and 4.0% of
Myanmar’s total exports

The UK., at $623 million and 3.7% of
Myanmar’s total exports

The top trading partner countries for
imports in 2022 were:'%

China, at $5.6 billion and 32% of
Myanmar’s total imports

Singapore, at $4.3 billion and 25% of
Myanmar's total imports

Thailand, at $2.1 billion and 12% of
Myanmar's total imports

Malaysia, at $1.1 million and 6.6% of
Myanmar's total imports

Indonesia, at $1.0 billion and 6.0% of
Myanmar’s total imports

India, at $562 million and 3.3% of
Myanmar's total imports

Vietnam, at $394 million and 2.3% of
Myanmar's total imports

Humanitarian Aid

Myanmar is one of the poorest countries in Southeast
Asia, with GDP per capita among the lowest in the
region.' According to the European Commission,
nearly 17.6 million people in Myanmar are in need

of aid as of 2023.7% Many U.N. agencies — including
the UNHCR, UNICEF, and the WFP — have been
involved in delivering aid to vulnerable populations
and displaced persons inside Myanmar. Large
international NGOs - like the International Committee
of the Red Cross, World Vision, Oxfam, and Save the
Children — are also active on the ground delivering aid
wherever they have access.'® The U.N. humanitarian
response plan at the start of 2023 forecasted $764
million for 4.5 million people prioritized for lifesaving
humanitarian support.’® Historically, only a small
fraction of the amount needed is received by the donor
community. In 2021, the year that saw the coup and
violence that followed immediately afterward, only
18% of the $109 million requested was fulfilled by the
international community.™°
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Unfortunately, aid access is a severe problem in
Myanmar.""" Access to aid is primarily restricted by
the ruling military junta, which has systematically
denied humanitarian aid to the millions of civilians in
need of relief."? The junta government has imposed
travel restrictions on aid workers, blocked roads and
convoys, attacked aid workers,"® and turned off the
internet and telecommunications, thereby making it
almost impossible to deliver aid."™

The largest humanitarian donor to Myanmar is the
United States, which has contributed $17 million

in 2023 and more than $400 million in total since

the Rohingya massacre in August 2017. The U.S. is
followed by the European Union, which has contributed
€24 million in 2023 and a total of €340.5 million
since 1994.""5 Other international donors have also
contributed to humanitarian support in Myanmar. For
example, Japan has contributed $47 million since
the coup.'® Canada has dedicated $288.3 million
(Canadian) for Myanmar and Bangladesh (for the
displaced Rohingya) between 2021 and 2024.""

Unfortunately, the international humanitarian aid
response has been drastically short when compared
with the need for an entire nation in a civil war and
suffering mass displacement. For example, donor
funding for Rohingya living in exile in Bangladesh fell
from $12 per month in rations in 2022 to S8 per month
2023, which equates to just 27 cents per day."'® This
has resulted in severe ration cuts from the WFP amid
an already-malnourished community.'®

Military Cooperation

The international community’s actions have been
varied in terms of military responses. While there has
been widespread condemnation of Myanmar’s military
for the latter’s brutal crackdown on civilian protesters,
some countries have continued to support Myanmar's
military by supplying arms and ammunition.

Within months of the coup and subsequent violent
crackdown of civilian protesters, the U.N. Security
Council called for an arms embargo on Myanmar.'?
However, only a nonbinding resolution was passed in
the General Assembly, where 119 member states voted
for the resolution and 36 abstained from it, including
Russia and China.™

The EU is among the few political entities that has
imposed an arms embargo on Myanmar.'?? Canada
has an arms embargo in effect, including sanctions on
aviation jet fuel to Myanmar’s military.’?® The Australian
government also maintains an active arms embargo
on Myanmar."?* The U.S. and the U.K. have imposed
targeted sanctions on specific entities in Myanmar, but
not a total arms embargo.'®

At the same time, Myanmar's military continues to
have arms deals with China, Russia, India, Singapore,
Thailand, and Israel. The U.N. Special Rapporteur

to Myanmar exposed nearly $1 billion in the junta’s
arms trades in a May 2023 report. It highlighted $406
million in arms deals with 28 suppliers in Russia,
$267 million in deals with 41 suppliers in China, $254
million in deals with 138 suppliers in Singapore, $51
million in deals with 22 suppliers in India, and $28
million in deals with 25 suppliers in Thailand.' In
addition, precision machines manufactured in Austria,
Germany, Taiwan, Japan, and the U.S. are being used
by Myanmar's military to manufacture homemade
weapons.'” The Israeli arms maker CAA Industries
was also found to be supplying firearm accessories.?®

Political Actions

Immediately after the coup, the vast majority of the
international community responded with strong verbal
condemnation. Governments of the UK., the U.S,, the
EU, Canada, Australia, Japan, and the like expressed
strong disapproval of Myanmar's military actions

and called for the immediate release of detained
civilian leaders.' Later, in June of the same year, 119
countries voted for a U.N. General Assembly resolution
condemning the junta.’°

Many countries — including the U.K., Denmark,
Germany, Italy, and South Korea — have downgraded
or are in the process of downgrading their
diplomatic representations in Myanmar. Austria,
Ireland, and Spain have not applied to accredit

new envoys to their nonresident, Bangkok-based
ambassadors to Myanmar. Among countries that
belong to the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), Brunei and Malaysia have no
ambassadors in Myanmar. The U.S. and Japan have
maintained their embassies, while the embassies
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of India, China, and Russia have openly expressed
support for the regime.®!

Western nations have maintained or increased

new sanctions on Myanmar since the coup d'état.
The sanctions have come in the form of asset
freezes, travel bans, trade restrictions, and financial
measures targeting Burmese military officials and
their businesses. As of July 2023, the EU imposed
its seventh round of sanctions on Myanmar, bringing
the total of its restrictive measures to 99 individuals
and 19 entities.™? Similarly, Canada’s last set of
sanctions in January 2023 brought its cumulative
list to 95 individuals and 63 entities, listed under
"Special Economic Measures (Burma)."'®* U.S.
sanctions in March 2023 included prohibition of jet
fuel provision to the Burmese military in addition to
Business Advisory sanctions on a list of Burmese
state-owned enterprises, gems and precious
metals, real estate projects, and arms and military
equipment categories.'*

The ASEAN's initial response to the war in Myanmar
has been that of noninterference. The ASEAN even
invited the chief of Myanmar’s military, Senior General
Min Aung Hlain, to its April 2021 summit to discuss its
flve-point proposal for peace.® However, in the 2022
and 2023 summits, Myanmar was not invited because
of its failure to implement the five-point proposal.’s®

Civil Society Responses

Civil society organizations all over the world mobilized
to condemn the military coup and advocate for the
restoration of civilian government. Protests were
organized in major cities in the U.S.,’®” Australia,'®
Japan,’ South Korea,'* and the ASEAN members
states.’! People expressed their solidarity with
protesters inside Myanmar, where organized groups
from rival ethnicities showed unprecedented
collaboration and solidarity for the first time in
decades.? Even the officially unrecognized and
‘despised” ethnicities, such as the Rohingya,

were apologized' to and made welcome in the
post-2021-coup uprisings of Myanmar.'#

Civil society actions included coordinated social
media campaigns, which were instrumental in
raising awareness about the coup and human

rights violations in Myanmar. Hashtags such as
#WhatsHappeninglnMyanmar and #SaveMyanmar
were widely used on Facebook and Twitter to draw
global attention to the crisis and mobilize support.’

International civil society organizations also provided
support through global advocacy by engaging with
policymakers in their respective countries of residence.
This support was crucial in drawing the international
community’s attention to divestments and targeted
sanctions on Myanmar's junta.’#

In addition to advocacy, civil society organizations in
neighboring states provided humanitarian support

to refugees and displaced persons fleeing Myanmar.
Karen refugees, in particular, were provided with shelter
and legal support as they fled to Thailand across the
border from Myanmar.'

Human rights monitoring groups like Amnesty
International,’® Fortify Rights,'* and Human Rights
Watch™? have played major roles in highlighting human
rights violations that have taken place since (as well

as before) the February 2021 coup. They produced
detailed reports that documented extrajudicial killings
by the junta, arbitrary arrests, and other human rights
violations that could make valuable evidence for future
accountability mechanisms.

Many international civil society organizations engaged
with the United Nations’ Independent Investigative
Mechanism for Myanmar,'! the Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar,'*? the
Special Advisory Council-Myanmar,'®2 the International
Criminal Court,’* and the International Court of
Justice™s to open doors for prospective investigations
into grave human rights violations committed by

the military junta.

Responses to the Rohingya Crisis

The case of the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar is unique
because it results from a conflict that is deeply
rooted in religious and ethnocultural differences
between the Rohingya and the rest of Myanmar.

The Rohingya, a Muslim minority in a country with a
Buddhist majority, have been subjected to systemic
discrimination, apartheid, and denial of fundamental
freedoms for more than half a century.™® They are the
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largest minority that is not recognized by their name
among the list of 135 officially recognized minorities
in Myanmar.’®” In fact, they have been referred to as
‘kalar," a derogatory term used to describe people of
darker skin color, as “dogs,” and as “insects” in the
years preceding their massacre in 2017.1%8

The 2017 massacre received coverage in social
media as well as some attention in international
news. Cellphone videos of burning villages and the
subsequent exodus were widely circulated on social
media."™® Survivor testimonies and interviews were
shared by major news outlets worldwide.’®® However,
coverage slowed down as years passed, and other
‘newsworthy events” captured public attention. The
2021 coup in Myanmar shifted the international
focus away from the Rohingya to Myanmar’s public in
general. And the 2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine took
away the attention from Myanmar as well.

The Rohingya have no source of economic assistance
from local or foreign entities. Economic activity has
become more and more restrictive for the Rohingya

in Myanmar ever since their citizenship rights were
revoked in 1982. They are often subjected to arbitrary
confiscation of land and crops by the Myanmar
government'’s forces. They are not allowed to move
freely from one village to another. Even their access to
education and health care is limited.'® The Rohingya
living in the refugee camps of Bangladesh are also
not allowed to work legally. They are prohibited from
obtaining formal education as well.?

Unlike other ethnic minorities of Myanmar — such as
the Arakanese, Kachin, Karen, Chin, and Shan — the
Rohingya do not have an organized self-defense

force that could qualify to receive assistance from

a foreign entity. The armed forces of ethnic groups

in Myanmar serve as the primary force of protection
from and deterrence to the aggressions by the ruling
junta.’® In the absence of such a force, the Rohingya
succumbed to the massacres of 1978, 1991, 2012,
2016, and 2017;'%* and they continue to remain
vulnerable to all kinds of human rights abuses and
additional campaigns of massacres. Furthermore, they
are unable to contribute to the current nationwide arms
struggle against the junta, whereby a large number

of ethnic armed groups are working collectively

with the People’'s Defense Force of the National

Unity Government in exile.’®® This serves as a major
disadvantage for the Rohingya when faced with the
question of “what do you bring to the table?” in the
nationwide struggle against junta rule.

In the aftermath of the 2017 massacre, the
international humanitarian community made a
generous response to the Rohingya. NGOs from all
over the world came to help survivors in the refugee
camps in Bangladesh.'®® However, the situation today
is very different, as aid money gets gradually reduced
due to competing demands from other global crises.'®’
In 2023 alone, the World Food Program’s rations to
the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh were
reduced from $12 per person per month to $10 and
then to just $8, which is less than 27 cents a day.'®® At
the same time, in Myanmar, providing humanitarian
aid is an impossibility because the Myanmar
authorities systematically block aid from reaching

the Rohingya (and other vulnerable populations). In
the internally displaced person (IDP) camps, where
nearly one-third of the population lives, it is common
for children to die from malnutrition and treatable
diseases like diarrhea.’®®

The international community took political action in
the aftermath of the Rohingya massacre of 2017. The
violence was immediately denounced as genocide by
many prominent human rights institutions, including
the U.S. Holocaust Museum.'’® Later on, many heads
of state and governments also declared the situation
to be genocide, including France, in 2017;'" Canada,
in 2018;"72and the U.S., in 2022.'73 In 2019 the
International Court of Justice began its preliminary
proceedings on the case of a breach of the Genocide
Convention brought by Gambia against Myanmar.'”
In 2021 Canada, the U.K,, and the Netherlands
expressed their interest to intervene in the case;'”®
France expressed its decision to intervene in 2023.77¢
The International Criminal Court is still investigating
the prosecution of Myanmar's leadership for the crime
of forced deportation into Bangladesh.””” However,
issues of funding and political will continue to remain a
hindrance to progress.'’®

International civil society groups that do human rights
monitoring have made considerable efforts to cover
the Rohingya crisis. In 2016 and 2017, Human Rights
Watch covered the extermination of villages using
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satellite imagery.'”® Following that, numerous other
reports were published by various other entities —
including Amnesty International,'® Fortify Rights,®"
Médecins Sans Frontiéres,'82 and Save the Children?s?
— that described the horrors of the massacre through
detailed accounts from survivors. These reports and
testimonies catalyzed the international community’s
interest to push for accountability efforts. However,
they did little to ameliorate the actual conditions of life
and day-to-day realities of the Rohingya themselves.

One such reality is human trafficking, which still
remains an unresolved issue.’® With worsening
conditions in Myanmar’s IDP camps and little to no
hope in the Bangladeshi refugee camps,'® many
Rohingya fall prey to traps of human traffickers that
lure them with promises of a better life in Malaysia.'®
The traffickers take all the life savings of the victims
and their families as travel fare through the Andaman
Sea and the jungles of Thailand. Often, the trafficking
boats never make it through Andaman Sea; the
traffickers extort money from their victims'®” and
desert the boats after they are denied entry by the Thai
or Malaysian navy, leaving the refugees on board to
die of starvation or simply by drowning.'® If the boats
ever make it to Malaysian shores, the refugees enter
illegally and live without papers, thereby facing all kinds
of discrimination and denial of basic services and
rights in their new country.®

6. Analysis of the Discrepancy in
International Responses for Ukraine
Compared with Myanmar

The differences in the international community’s
responses to the war in Ukraine to that in Myanmar are
quite vast and apparent. What could be the possible
explanations for such a huge discrepancy?

Looking back at the international media response, a
simple Google search for “Ukraine” under the News tab
compared with a search for “Myanmar” would show
the sheer difference in output through numbers alone.
A search for “Ukraine” yields 48.1 million results (36
seconds output), while a similar search for “Myanmar”
yields only 169,000 results (36 seconds output). News
on Myanmar sitting on Google's search engine is nearly
300 times less than that on Ukraine.

This discrepancy in media coverage can be largely
attributed to the media freedom and support for
coverage of the war in Ukraine compared with the
severe restriction and life/death danger of coverage of
the war in Myanmar. Reporteurs Sans Frontiers ranks
Ukraine as 79th out of 180 countries in their order of
press freedom based on political, economic, legislative,
social, and security indicators. On the contrary,
Myanmar is ranked 173rd out of 180 — with a security
indicator as 180 of 180 — making it not only among
the worst 10 countries in the world for press freedom
in general but also the worst country in life security for
press personnel.’

From an economic perspective, the United States
alone is responsible for nearly $26.6 billion in financial
assistance only (i.e., it excludes another S50 billion

in humanitarian and military aid) provided to Ukraine
in the last 1.5 years since the war began.”! On the
contrary, Myanmar's anticoup government in exile, also
known as the National Unity Government, requested
$525 million in humanitarian and nonlethal weapons
aid in July 2023, which has yet to be approved.'? For
economic aid provided to Ukraine from other nations,
including the EU, there is no comparison with the
situation in Myanmar. Myanmar's civilian population is
not able to receive any economic aid stimulus without
going through the ruling military junta.

Compared with Myanmar or any other country in a
war today, Ukraine has the advantage of sharing deep
economic interests with the rest of Europe and North
America. Ukraine is one of the largest grain-producing
countries in the world. It shares borders with Poland,
the Slovak Republic, Hungary, Romania, and the like,
which makes it a close contender to become the next
member of the EU. Future potential trade relations
between EU and Ukraine could be one of the reasons
why economic assistance makes up a significant
part of the EU’s aid package and by extension, that of
the U.S. as well.

Similarly, social interests or social ties also play an
important role in nations’ biases. Ukraine has social
ties with neighboring European states and is socially
closer to them than is Myanmar, for comparison
purposes. Christopher Blattman, an economist at
the University of Chicago and the author of “Why

We Fight: The Roots of War and the Paths to Peace,’
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expressed the same at an interview with NPR where

he said that “generally speaking, it seems reasonable
for any society to care more about conflicts that are

geographically closer, share a social identity."1%

For humanitarian aid, the top donors, the U.S. and

the EU, can be contrasted for the cases of Myanmar
and Ukraine as follows. The EU website states that
€24.5 million was provided to Myanmar in 2023.7%* In
contrast, €670 million plus €17 billion were provided
to Ukraine as EU civil protection mechanisms and as
support for refugees within the EU, respectively.'®
The U.S. itself has provided nearly $4 billion to Ukraine
in humanitarian aid alone.’® In contrast, its aid for
Myanmar stands at approximately $220 million in
2022, and $141 million thus far in 2023.% The U.N's
Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Activities
demonstrates how Country-Based Pooled Funds have
been allocated from donors to recipients worldwide.
Ukraine stands as the third-largest recipient, with $82
million, while Myanmar stands as the 11th-largest
recipient, with $28 million.’®

This vast discrepancy in humanitarian aid can be
attributed to the scale of mass displacement of
Ukrainians versus that of Burmese. The UNHCR
records 7.1 million Ukrainian refugees worldwide,™®
while for Myanmar it records 1.3 million refugees

and asylum seekers, and 1.5 million IDPs.2% Another
reason for the discrepancy could be the resistance to
aid in Myanmar compared with Ukraine. In Myanmar,
aid is known to be systematically blocked and hijacked
by the military regime,?" which naturally discourages
donor countries from committing anything significant
within Myanmar. Outside Myanmar, this argument
does not hold true. The international community can

very well support refugees in Thailand and Bangladesh.

Unfortunately, both places are severely underfunded,
and that speaks volumes about the double standards
of donor nations when it comes to humanitarian aid.

Military aid to Ukraine from the United States alone

has surpassed aid to any other nation in recent history.

For $46.6 billion in military aid, as part of $76.8 billion
in total aid to date, Ukraine received nearly 20 times
more assistance than Afghanistan or Israel did in
2020.2%2 In Myanmar, setting aside military assistance
to the oppressor — i.e., the military junta — the civilian
government in exile has yet to see any form of military

aid from the international community. The National
Unity Government has asked for $200 million in
nonlethal funding from the United States, whose
outcome is yet to be seen.?®

The prime reason for the discrepancy explained
above is geopolitical interest. Ukraine's adversary is
Russia — i.e,, the former USSR, the archrival of the
U.S. and Western Europe during the Cold War era,
and the post—Cold War period. An invaded Ukraine
where the rest of Europe failed would be analogous
to an invaded Poland in the precursor to World War

[l. On the contrary, the People’s Defense Forces,
which is the fighting arm of the civilian government
in exile (i.e., the National Unity Government), does not
present the same historical precedence as an invaded
Poland in Eastern Europe does, for it to provide an
equivalent impetus for Western powers to intervene
with arms support.

In terms of the international community’s political
responses through condemnation, both Myanmar and
Ukraine received fairly widespread support from the
rest of the world. However, putting the condemnation
into action through political tools such as sanctions is
where the real contrast between Ukraine and Myanmar
can be seen. In Myanmar, the EU has implemented
seven rounds of sanctions or restrictions since

2018. The latest set of these restrictions that came

to effect in July 2023 brought the total number of
sanctioned individuals and entities in Myanmar to 99
and 19, respectively.?** The sanctions applied to seven
thematic restrictions: arms exporting, asset freezing,
dual-use goods exporting, restrictions on admission,
restrictions on equipment for internal repression,
telecom equipment, and restrictions on military training
and cooperation.?% For the war in Ukraine, the EU has
imposed 11 rounds of sanctions on Russia since 2014.
The last round of sanctions was passed in July 2023,
bringing the total number of restricted individuals and
entities to more than 1,800.2% The sanctions applied
to 21 thematic restrictions in addition to nearly 20
different financial measures.?’’ The discrepancies

are very obvious.

The incomparably high number of sanctions on Russia
can be attributed again to geopolitics and history: it

is the United States’ and the EU's attempt to deter its
archrival, the former USSR, from continuing a war in
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Europe. Cutting off an adversary’s financial sources is
a decisive tactic in all wartime or proxy-war situations.
With some foresight and political will, the same can be
applied to the situation of Myanmar, seeing China, the
primary power backing the junta, as the next archrival
to the U.S.-led world order.

The international legal system is another area where
discrepancies have become very apparent. In March
2023, the International Criminal Court’s Pre-Trial
Chamber issued arrest warrants for Vladimir Putin
and Maria Lvova-Belova for the unlawful deportation
and transfer of Ukrainian children from occupied
areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation.?”® These
arrest warrants came just within a year of the Russian
invasion operation. On the contrary, six years have
passed since the last Rohingya massacre, and more
than 10 years have lapsed since the extermination

of entire villages surrounding Sittwe in northwestern
Myanmar, where an unknown number of Rohingya,
including children, were killed, burned, or sent to IDP
camps.?® The amount of evidence is overwhelming
against Myanmar’s authorities responsible for crime
of deportation, war crimes, and crimes against
humanity,?'® as highlighted in the U.N.'s Fact Finding
Mission on Myanmar's report of 2018.2"" The double
standards as well as the dollar-driven justice practiced

at the International Criminal Court is quite crystal clear.

International civil society responses also demonstrate
a stark contrast for Ukraine compared with Myanmar.
For example, most countries in Europe have civil
societies that have welcomed and settled 5.8 million
Ukrainian refugees,?'? with Germany, Poland, and the
Czech Republic taking nearly 3 million only among
themselves.?'® Outside Europe, the United States has
welcomed nearly 221,000 Ukrainian refugees since
the outbreak of the war,?'* and Canada has welcomed
nearly 175,000 thus far.?'> Compare these with the
numbers for Myanmar; the vast majority of Burmese
refugees in neighboring states are approximately
920,000 in Bangladesh,?'® and 90,000 in Thailand.?"”
For refugees outside Myanmar, the United States
welcomed 2,100 Burmese refugees in 2022.2' The
vast majority of Burmese refugees live in IDP camps
inside Myanmar; in 2022 alone, 1.2 million people
became refugees inside Myanmar.?'® Refugees from
Myanmar take great risks to get out of the country,
including embarking on dangerous human trafficking

boats in hopes of finding better life elsewhere in
Southeast Asia.??® Many of them never see their hopes
fulfilled as they perish in the seas.?”’

The situation described above is another example of
the international community’'s double standards on
human rights and humanitarianism. Despite all the
geopolitical and socioeconomic reasoning behind

the international bias for Ukraine, the justifications
hold no bearing from a human rights standpoint.
Geopolitics aside and socioeconomic interests aside,
it would be indefensible in any human rationale to say
that Ukrainian lives are more precious than Burmese
lives or that Burmese are less human than Ukrainians.
From both monetary and political viewpoints, the
humanitarian and refugee resettlement support
provided to Myanmar is miniscule compared with
what is provided to Ukraine. The number of refugees in
Ukraine may be larger than that in Myanmar; however,
that does not imply that Myanmar's refugees need

to be ignored, so much that they perish in human
trafficking boats in the Indian Ocean. Or this does not
imply that people in refugee camps have their World
Food Program rations reduced to 27 cents a day due to
funding shortages.???

Bringing awareness to underreported wars and crises
is a major challenge that we face today, according

to CARE, as detailed in the international aid group’s
2021 publication “Breaking the Silence’: The Most
Under-Reported Humanitarian Crises."??* Media
organizations naturally play a role in deciding whether
to allocate time and resources to underreported wars
and crises. However, this may not be an easy task in
situations where there is a lack of financial resources
or political will to cover crises in regions of the world
that the audience of the broadcasting entity does not
necessarily care for. This is even more true for a media
that is heavily guided by advertising revenue, politics,
and public perceptions.

Nevertheless, even with coverage, other factors come
to play. At the 2022 Pearson Global Forum at the
University of Chicago, panelists discussed the bias in
coverage of the Ukraine conflict. A Reuters journalist

at the forum expressed it this way: “You see a lot of
journalists, whether they be from Ukraine, the U.S. or
from Europe, who are extremely empathetic. They're
embedded with Ukrainian troops. They're even covering
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Ukrainian drone strikes on Russian positions with a
lot of support and a lot of empathy. Can you imagine
CNN embedding with Palestinian resistance fighters
in Israel, fighting against Israeli occupation? Both of
those situations are essentially the same, and | think
that has raised questions."?2*

In some instances, biases have been overtly, and
condescendingly, expressed. A couple of well-known
examples are CBS correspondent Charlie D’Agata’s
remarks, where he said “this isn't a place, with all due
respect, you know, like Iraq or Afghanistan that has
seen conflict raging for decades. ... You know, this

is a relatively civilized, relatively European, ... city.??"

In another example, ITV News correspondent Lucy
Watson said the “unthinkable” had happened, adding
“this is not a developing third-world nation, this is
Europe.” Many other examples are out there, including
one that mentions “European people with blue eyes
and blonde hair are being killed."?2® Such attitudes

are at the core of inherent biases in the international
community’s responses. They do not exclusively limit
themselves to the media, but they also manifest in the
attitudes of the public, and their subsequent support
for policymakers’ decisions. Take, for example, how
Europeans complained about the influx of Syrian
refugees fleeing Bashar al Assad, or of migrant

boats crossing the Mediterranean to seek asylum in
Europe. Contrast that with the swift acceptance of
Ukrainian refugees all around Europe within months if
not weeks of the onset of the Russian invasion. Such
behaviors are inherently racist in nature; they tarnish
human rights with an idea of hierarchy, whereby some
groups of individuals merit peace and safety while
others do not.??’

7. Concluding Remarks and
Policy Recommendations

The international responses to the conflict in Ukraine
compared with that in Myanmar speak openly of the
double standards of the media, business, and politics
when it comes to humanity and human rights. The
vast proportion of the international responses to these
two conflicts is constituted by wealthy nations that
are under the influence of the U.S.-led world order. The
responses to the conflicts by the U.K,, EU, Canada,
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Gulf Cooperation
Council nations, and all other close allies of the West

have been nothing short of preferred favoritism toward
Ukraine compared with responses to other nations in
conflict elsewhere in the world. If you desire to win a
share of the U.S.-led world order, then you had better
religiously support Ukraine against Russian invasion,
even on a smaller scale. The favoritism and double
standard of human rights almost have “no escape.”

Unfortunately, there is not a lot that one can do in the
face of such favoritism and double standards. The
forces of geopolitical and economic interests of the
West in Ukraine are too powerful to sway things in any
other direction. Money and power will always have the
upper hand in human history.

These attitudes of blind favoritism, however, have the
potential to change if a situation arises where there is
a shift in geopolitical and economic interests toward
Southeast Asia. And such a situation is not far from
the near future — in only a matter of time, U.S. and EU
policymakers will become aware that losing interest
in Myanmar will equate to losing the second-largest
country in Southeast Asia, and subsequently other
countries in the region, to full Chinese influence.
Providing support to Myanmar has the potential to
yield vast economic benefits to the West through
Myanmar's rich resources, including oil and natural
gas, precious mineral reserves, human resources,
and giant consumer markets. It also has the potential
to yield increased access to the Bay of Bengal and
Andaman Sea for trade and naval forces presence.

However, until there is a serious shift in political

and economic attention to Southeast Asia, here

are policy recommendations that the U.S,, EU, and
other players in the international community should
consider to address the conflict in Myanmar, including
the Rohingya crisis:

The U.S.,, U.K,, and their allies should impose
comprehensive arms embargoes on Myanmar, as
the EU has done (seeing that the same cannot be
done through the U.N. Security Council).

The U.S,, U.K,, EU, and their allies should sanction
Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise, the largest
source of revenue for the military junta.

The U.S., U.K,, and EU should impose secondary
or extraterritorial sanctions on Thai, Singaporean,
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Japanese, Indian, and other national entities that
continue to do business with Myanmar.

The U.S., U.K,, EU, and their allies should
restrict trading and payment system platforms
that Myanmar's junta utilizes for its business
dealings (which may not work for dealings in
Chinese-based platforms).

The ASEAN should play a larger role in Myanmar
than simply putting forward a 5-point consensus
peace proposal; it should reject the illegitimate
junta government and set forth a proper effort

to bring back democracy in Myanmar that is
inclusive of all ethnic minorities. It should conduct
a full investigation of war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed by the junta.

The ASEAN should impose penalties on its
member states that continue to do business with
Myanmar, despite the latter’s refusal to accept the
ASEAN's 5-point consensus proposal.

If the ASEAN is to ever accept the junta
government and allow its member states

to conduct business with the junta, then it

should stipulate these conditions for Myanmar:
unfettered access for aid workers, journalists, and
peacekeepers; dismantling IDP camps; release of
political prisoners; and guaranteed return with full
rights and protections for the Rohingya and other
displaced minorities.

The U.S,, the EU, and their allies, as well as the
ASEAN, should invest in media organizations and
reporting agencies that work on covering what is
happening in Myanmar and should ensure that
this coverage continues without fail.

The IMF and World Bank should provide
incentives to Bangladesh so that the latter

allows the Rohingya to obtain education and
subsequently find work in the Cox Bazar /

Teknaf region. That way, the Rohingya can
contribute to the Bangladeshi economy instead of
becoming a burden.

Canada, the U.K., and the Netherlands have
expressed their intention to intervene in the
International Court of of Justice's case of the
Gambia versus Myanmar by becoming a party to
the case; they should fulfill their intention and help
the case continue.

The International Criminal Court's case on the
crime of forced deportation to Bangladesh has
not yet started its proceedings, even though

it has been six years since the 2017 Rohingya
massacre. The Court should immediately begin
its proceedings on the forced displacement

of the Rohingya.

The U.N. and its member states should ensure
that the refugee camps in Bangladesh and the
IDP camps in Myanmar have at least sufficient
food and basic necessities to survive; no one
should struggle for food in this day and age due
to a lack of funding.

The U.N. should create conditions that
discourage human trafficking through the
Andaman Sea: improve living conditions in the
refugee camps in Bangladesh, and provide
incentives to the Bangladeshi government to
allow education and economic opportunities for
refugees in the camps.

The U.S. recognized the Rohingya genocide

in 2022; however, it has not taken actions
commensurate with this recognition. The U.S.
government can and should utilize its economic,
political, and military presence in the region to
prevent further aggravation of the situation of the
Rohingya in Myanmar and Bangladesh.

The U.S. and its allies should collectively
propose an unbiased, Rohingya community-led
repatriation plan that calls for refugees to return
to their homelands with full citizenship rights and
international protection. Several other countries
have proposed repatriation plans; the U.S. and its
allies should have their own proposal.

The U.S., U.K,, EU, Canada, and Australia can bring
Rohingya youths to their respective countries
through scholarship programs and vocational
training programs with paid contracts for them to
return back to Bangladesh/Myanmar and work for
international NGOs on the ground.

The U.S.,, U.K, EU, Canada, and Australia can
train a group of Rohingya doctors, nurses,
teachers, journalists, lawyers, law enforcers,
entrepreneurs, public administrators, technicians,
and technologists so that they contribute to
building Myanmar when they eventually return

to their homelands.
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The Organization of the Islamic Cooperation

and its member states can assist with the
development of a Rohingya defense force that
can join hands with People’s Defense Forces and
make a Rohingya contribution to the collective
struggle for freedom from junta rule in Myanmar.

If there is a scenario of another imminent large-
scale massacre by the junta, the U.S. and its allies
should push for the provision of a peacekeeping
coalition force, such as the International Security
Assistance Force in Afghanistan.

At the very least, speaking about the conflict in
Myanmar, and the international favoritism toward
some countries and neglect to others, will help bring
attention to topics like Myanmar. And it will also help
bring attention to Ethiopia, Yemen, Palestine, Syria, and
other war-torn countries. Even momentary coverage
of Myanmar in between endless coverage of what is
happening in Ukraine is better than no coverage at all.

When we focus almost exclusively on one conflict and
turn a blind eye to another one, the end result could be

severely catastrophic. History has shown us examples:
The focus on the Balkans with a blind eye toward
Rwanda resulted in 800,000 people being massacred
in 40 days, in what we now know as the Rwandan
genocide. And the excessive focus on the post-9/11
war in Afghanistan and turning a blind eye toward
Sudan resulted in 200,000 dead, in what we now know
as the Darfur genocide.

The case of Myanmar is not far from these earlier
examples of genocide. Myanmar already has seen

its genocide, in 2017, when it conducted a state-led
Clearance Operation in an attempt to exterminate the
Rohingya. Nearly 400 of the 800 Rohingya villages
were wiped from Myanmar's map, and approximately
750,000 refugees fled to refugee camps in Bangladesh,
with harrowing accounts heard from survivors of gang
rapes, live burning, and scorched earth practices. It
will not take a lot for Myanmar’s ruling junta to repeat
a similar operation to exterminate the remaining
Rohingya — or any of the other ethnicities — while the
rest of the world remains focused almost exclusively
on the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Raiss Tinmaung is a Rohingya from Toronto. He is the founder and board chair of the
Rohingya Human Rights Network and has led its campaigns, petitions, peaceful rallies, new
chapter formations, and community-led writing, media, and documentation initiatives. He
has led Rohingya delegations to present at the Canadian Parliament, the Museum for Human
Rights, and the Montreal Holocaust Museum. Tinmaung has also led a registered charity
that supports grassroots-led education and vocational training programs for the Rohingya
diaspora and host communities in Burma, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Pakistan.
Apart from volunteering for his community, Tinmaung has also volunteered in long-term

development projects in Haiti, Ecuador, and South Africa. X/Twitter: @rohingyanetwork
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