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Executive Summary

In April 2009, the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis at the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) issued a report accurately
forecasting the resurgence of violent
far-right extremist activity during the Obama
administration.’

This two-part analysis expands upon that
report, covering both ends of the conventional
left-right political spectrum and including
violent threats and nonviolent political threats
to U.S. democratic norms, institutions, and
procedural foundations. Although it maintains a
future-oriented outlook,? this publication takes
a generally short-term, 12-month focus. It does
not offer policy recommendations because its
scope is assessment and forecasting.

The four overarching themes contributing
to the U.S. domestic political and security
environment are:

Challenges to democratic governance
Sociopolitical trends and events
Sociopolitical movements and ideologies
External shocks, or “wild card” variables

B e

This publication’s central conclusion — derived
from its analysis of environmental dynamics and
actor behaviors — is that the United States is at
a heightened state of vulnerability due to erosion
of its democratic foundations as well as greater
likelihood of political violence.
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Hundreds of members of far-right groups march
during the “End Domestic Terrorism” rally on Aug.
17, 2019 in Portland, Oregon. (John Rudoff / AFP via
Getty Images)
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Key Judgments

Additional key judgments, flowing from this
central conclusion, summarize the analysis and
findings of this futures assessment:

m  Of the two political milieus, this analysis
assesses the biggest threat to democratic
governance comes from the far right.

This is due to the steady infiltration of far-
right beliefs — including explicit and coded
antisemitism, racism, religious nationalism,
and xenophobia/nativism — and actors into
mainstream right-wing political discourse
and political machinery.

®  The mainstreaming of far-right ideas and
narratives has also provided permission
structures that have inspired individuals
into extreme acts of violence, including the
Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection.

m  Far-left actors pose a smaller, but nontrivial
threat to liberal democratic norms and
governance. Compared with their far-
right counterparts, they have had far
less influence on policy and lawmaking.
Their involvement in nonstate violence
is also quantitatively and qualitatively
not commensurate with their far-
right counterparts.

m Regardless of this year’s presidential
electoral outcome, increased mobilization
by extremist actors, including ones seeking
to enact violence, is expected.

m Electoral interference is expected to
manifest in one of at least one of four
ways: mis/disinformation influencing
voter behavior, including turnout; election
deniers within local and state election
offices (effectively an insider threat);
harassment and threats to election
officials and election offices; and frivolous
administrative, legislative, and legal actions
to suppress voter access.
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The threat of election interference
overwhelmingly emanates from far-
right actors. In particular are those who
believe the false idea that Donald Trump
is the real winner of the 2020 elections,
not Joseph Biden.

Lawmakers and legislative bodies across
the country face substantial harassment
and threats. The risk of harassment, threats,
and violence is especially elevated at local
and state levels, due to lower levels of
physical security, greater accessibility, and
their attractiveness as politically symbolic
targets. The greatest risks will be to state
legislatures, particularly ones that allow
firearms on the premises.

While members of the U.S. Congress and
the U.S. Capitol complex continue to be
attractive targets, the chance that another
Jan. 6-style attack could be successfully
staged there is judged to be low. This is due
to greater intelligence awareness of threats
as well as enhanced physical security in and
around the premises.

Outside of malicious electoral officials,

the most devastating potential insider
threat to governing bodies and the voting
process are far-right sheriffs, influenced by
so-called “Constitutional Sheriff” ideology
and election denialism. This judgment is
based on their openly stated willingness to
effectively interfere in election processes, as
well as their access and proximity to critical
voting infrastructure. Moreover, because
many sheriff's departments engage in
policing duties, the presence of extremist
insiders endangers organizational reputation,
as well as the fair, impartial, and effective
provision of public safety.

Far-right extremists within non-sheriff
police departments and military services
also pose substantial insider threats.
While malicious actors within these entities
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threaten public safety and national security,
they do not present potential harm to
democratic procedural foundations the way
far-right sheriffs do.

Already high levels of political polarization
will deepen over the next 12 months.

Deepening political polarization is predicted
to evolve in two ways: between outgroups
(right-wing and left-wing actors mobilizing
against each other) and within left-wing
and right-wing milieus. Growing discontent
over Biden's policies in relation to the Israel-
Hamas conflict has led to significant rifts
on the wider political left, including cases
of harassment, threats, and violence in the
most extreme cases. Among right-wing
actors, candidates and political figures

who are perceived to be too “moderate” or
compromising on key issues of interest are
expected to be targeted with harassment,
threats, vandalism, and violence in the
most extreme cases.

Actors on the wider political left and
political right, including those on their
fringes, are divided by several social wedge
issues. For those on the left, key issues
include the growing gap between rich and
poor, climate change, gender/reproductive
rights, police reform, racial disparities in
socioeconomic outcomes, and perceived
Palestinian genocide. For those on the right,
key issues include claims of systematic
electoral fraud, tightening border security,
opposition to “critical race theory” (CRT)
curricula in K-12 schools and universities, the
teaching of LGBTQ+ content in K-12 schooals,
abortion, and workplace diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) policies.

Both far-left and far-right actors are also
motivated by the desire to mobilize against
each other. This includes both rhetoric

and real-world activities that often involve

competing political assemblies, threats,
and street violence.

Discontent directed at law enforcement
practices and powers is a significant wedge
issue that has grown over at least the past
10 years. For actors on the right, including
the far-right, moral outrage has been largely
expressed at federal law enforcement for
investigations into alleged crimes committed
by Trump. For actors on the left, including
the far left, moral outrage has been largely
expressed at state and local police agencies
over concerns about excessive and lethal
force, particularly against members of racial/
ethnic minority communities.

A subset of far-right and far-left actors
have demonstrated a willingness to engage
in homicidal action against police and
other law enforcement officials. While most
far-left violence has typically been directed
at property rather than people, a consistent
exception is fatal targeting of police officers.
Far-right actors, as of late, have threatened
and violently targeted agents perceived to
be carrying out political persecution against
Trump. Recent legal developments, such

as Trump’s conviction in a New York State
court, suggest target sets will expand to the
state level in certain jurisdictions.

The proliferation of false information and
conspiracy theories are playing important
roles in both mainstream and extremist
discourse. Contrary to popular belief, the
main effect of this proliferation is reinforcing
existing beliefs and mobilizing individuals
rather than persuading nonbelievers. Three
conspiracy theories, all on the wider political
right, are judged to be the most influential
over the next 12 months: “Stop the Steal”
(election denialism), “Great Replacement”
(leftists and others allowing mass migration
to engineer a political takeover of America),
and QAnon (the U.S. government is
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secretly controlled by a cabal of Satan-
worshipping pedophiles).

The far left does not have any salient
conspiracy theories commensurate with
the scale, volume of content, and level of
mainstream support as found on the far
right. However, factors such as targeting

by hostile foreign states, the current Israel-
Hamas conflict, and the existence of largely
unregulated platforms like TikTok present
potential, but hitherto unrealized, vectors for
mis/disinformation on the wider political left.

This analysis judges domestic far-right
actors, particularly those motivated by
election denialist beliefs, to be the most
active and potentially damaging actors
weaponizing false information against
America, rather than state actors and
far-leftists. This is due to the political
influence of Trump, as well as election
denialist supporters with access to critical
voting infrastructure.

Despite alarm surrounding synthetically
produced audiovisual content using
artificial intelligence (Al), called “deepfakes;’
their use is likely to be limited to highly
targeted mis/disinformation campaigns.
“Cheapfakes,” which do not involve the use
of Al, are more likely to be used over the

next 12 months because they are easier

to produce and can be just as deceptively
persuasive as deepfakes.

Hostile foreign states like Russia and China
will engage in disinformation campaigns
with intent to influence the 2024 election
outcome. They are judged to likely favor
Trump’s candidacy given their geopolitical
interest in areas such as Ukraine and Taiwan
and will direct their influence operation
campaigns accordingly.

The 2024 election season will exacerbate
challenges posed by political polarization,
divergent responses to social wedge issues,

and the presence of conspiracy theories

and mis/disinformation in the public square.

Competition motivates politicians, including
leading presidential candidates, to engage
in bombastic rhetoric that focuses less on
policy and more on scoring political points.
Thus, social tensions are expected to be
inflamed for at least the next 12 months.

Trump and the “Make America Great Again”
(MAGA) movement'’s influence in political
discourse and policymaking present

a significant challenge to democratic
governance. \Whether intentional or not,
Trump's rhetoric significantly facilitated
the introduction of far-right ideas into
wider mainstream conservatism. He and
his associated movement symbolize

the transformation of large segments

of mainstream conservatism into right-
wing populism with strong illiberal and
authoritarian undercurrents.

Trump’s potential legal and political
outcomes affect not only the political
landscape, but also public safety. Any
legal outcomes that effectively suppress
Trump's ability to run for office are potential
triggers for domestic terrorist acts. Further,
if Trump is reelected, more fear, anger,

and elation will motivate both far-left and
far-right domestic violent extremists to
engage in continued violent mobilization and
countermobilization into 2028.

Religious actors will play a highly influential
role in the next 12 months. Christian
nationalists constitute a sizeable part of

the wider political right's base and larger
American electorate. Although mostly driven
by Whites, Christian nationalism also has a
sizeable racial/ethnic minority component
that will be central to the MAGA movement's
public framing and outreach to minority
communities. Christian nationalism also can
mobilize individuals into violence.
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Although given comparatively less
attention, left-wing religious actors also
play influential roles in U.S. politics. Their
influence is currently not at the same

level on the wider political left as Christian
nationalists are on the wider political right.
However, religious actors are expected to
gain influence within the wider political left
over the next 12 months due to their ability
to mobilize diverse communities and serve
as a counternarrative to the religious appeals
made by Christian nationalists.

Issues of gender and sexuality have also
become politically salient in at least the
past seven years and mobilized millions of
Americans, including those on its political
fringes. These issues include support for
or opposition to “Critical Race Theory” in
K-12 schools, DEI in the workplace, and
access to abortion.

The heated rhetoric surrounding gender
and sexuality, including demonization and
dehumanization of women and LGBTQ+
minorities, will fuel armed mobilization,
harassment, threats, and violence,
particularly on the far right. In reaction,
far-leftists are expected to continue
doxxing, counterprotesting, and armed
countermobilizations.

While the Israel-Hamas war has motivated
actors across the political spectrum, far-left
actors are most energized and mobilized by
the conflict. In some more extreme cases,

it has also led to cases of harassment,
vandalism, threats, and acts of violence
directed at a variety of targets, including
elected officials.

The greatest threats that actors across the
ideological spectrum pose to people are
directed at Jews and individuals who are

- or perceived to be — of Middle Eastern
background or Muslim. Hate crimes and
other acts of political violence are expected to

continue rising as long as the armed conflict
in Gaza continues.

The war in Ukraine, meanwhile, has
mobilized segments of the violent far right.
While the threat of U.S. citizens with far-

right beliefs participating in the conflict, then
returning to the United States and carrying
out attacks has not yet materialized, there

is some evidence to suggest that far-right
extremists are attempting to learn from lethal
innovations developed on the battlefield.

3D printing will impact public safety over the
12 months, particularly as a way for far-right
extremists to manufacture firearms and
firearm parts. In general, the manufacturing
of 3D-printed weapons is favored by far-right
extremists, but there is some anecdotal
evidence that far-leftists are also starting to
embrace this technology.

Domestic extremists have slowly adopted
UAS (uncrewed air system) technology

and used it in limited circumstances. In

the short term, drones will most likely be
employed for surveillance and propaganda
dissemination purposes. However, it is more
likely to influence other aspects of operational
tradecraft in the long term.

Al has many potential malicious uses for
extremist actors. The two most likely uses
over the next 12 months are scaling up
disruption campaigns by far-right election
denialists and the rapid dissemination of
propaganda and disinformation online.
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Introduction and Overview

On April 7, 2009, the Office of
Intelligence and Analysis at the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) released an intelligence
assessment of domestic violent
extremism (DVE) titled, “Rightwing
Extremism: Current Economic

and Political Climate Fueling
Resurgence in Radicalization

and Recruitment.”? It accurately
forecasted the resurgence of
violent far-right extremist activity
at the beginning of the Obama
administration. Among other things,
it noted that the unprecedented
election of the country’s first Black
president coupled with a severe
economic downturn linked to the

U.S. Sen. Patrick Leahy snaps a photo from a balcony of the
U.S. Capitol overlooking the areas where an insurrectionist
mob attempting to disrupt the 2020 election process
clashed with law enforcement on Jan. 6, 2021. (Kent

2008 housing bubble collapse in the
U.S., among a host of other factors,
would lead to an unprecedented
rise in violent far-right extremism.
Fifteen years later, several of

the same recruitment and
radicalization factors persist, while
many new factors and facilitators
have emerged to make the DVE
threat much more dynamic,
diverse, and dangerous.

This analysis extends and expands
upon the 2009 report. It spans
both ends of the conventional
left-right political spectrum instead
of focusing on just one side.
Although maintaining a future-
oriented outlook like other analytic
forecasts,* this publication takes

a generally short-term, 12-month

Nishimura / Los Angeles Times via Getty Images)

focus. This is largely because this
is a forecast before, rather than
after, a major national election,
which is a significant variable
affecting present and future
domestic actor behaviors. Although
dedicating significant attention

to the risk of violence and violent
political actors, this analysis has

a much broader analytic aperture
that also assesses nonviolent
political threats to American
democratic norms, institutions, and
procedural foundations.

In terms of this analysis, the “far
left” refers to actors who hold
beliefs that advocate for social
egalitarianism but are otherwise
hostile to the procedural and/or
social norms of liberal democracy.
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¢ The central conclusion — derived from analysis of environmental
dynamics and actor behaviors — is that the United States is at a
heightened state of vulnerability due to erosion of its democratic
foundations as well as a greater likelihood of political violence. ’

In other words, they display illiberal
and/or authoritarian beliefs or
behaviors. The “far right” refers to
actors who believe social inequality
is not only inevitable or desirable
but also forms the basis of an
exclusionary nationalism that is
hostile to the procedural and/or
social norms of liberal democracy.
Like their far-left counterparts,
they, too, display illiberal and/or
authoritarian beliefs or behaviors.®

This report is scaffolded by the
identification of the variables
contributing to the domestic
political and security environment
in the United States. To that end,
the authors identified 13 such
forces and factors and organized
them into four overarching
themes, integrating a wide range
of variables into a coherent
analysis and forecast.

The central conclusion — derived
from analysis of environmental
dynamics and actor behaviors

— is that the United States is at a
heightened state of vulnerability
due to erosion of its democratic
foundations as well as a greater
likelihood of political violence.

It would be an exaggeration to say
that U.S. democracy is in danger of
dying out under certain conditions
and electoral outcomes. However,
illiberal backsliding and creeping

NEW LINES INSTITUTE
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authoritarianism are realistic
outcomes, and to some extent,
have been occurring for decades.
These concerns have been
heightened by, among other things,
ever widening political polarization
as well as the return of Donald
Trump, whose rhetoric has grown
increasingly authoritarian, illiberal,
and conspiracist since he left office

in 2021, as a presidential candidate.

Trump's presence on the national
stage exemplifies a broader
phenomenon of once-fringe
far-right views increasingly
permeating wider mainstream
right-wing political discourse.

Although not commensurate in
terms of scale, this phenomenon

is mirrored by a small but growing
discourse on the wider political

left, advanced by some far leftists,
that demonizes perceived enemies
and often glorifies violence against
them. Nevertheless, compared

to their far-right counterparts,

far leftists, especially ones who
advocate for or execute acts of
violence, do not benefit from nearly
the same level of legitimacy among
the wider political left.

Regarding political violence, in
the 15 years since the landmark
assessment, the U.S. is still
confronting many of the same
forces and factors as it did in
2009. The primary DVE threat in

the U.S. since then has been, and
continues to emanate from, the
far right. Domestically, far-right
extremist violence has now
outpaced Islamist extremist
violence,® which researchers and
analysts had considered the most
prominent ideologically-motivated
threat actor category since 9/11.7
Another key difference between
2009 and now is that since 2016,
violent far-left actors collectively
appear reinvigorated and potentially
transitioning into another
significant DVE threat. While not
qualitatively or quantitatively
commensurate to violence from
the far right, its growing presence
within the domestic violent threat
landscape cannot be ignored, due
to embryonic signs of growing
lethality outside of fatal attacks on
police.® The dominant far-right and
emergent violent far-left threats
not only create problems for public
safety and national security, but
also symbiotically interact to create
a compound threat that will likely
extend into 2025 and beyond.

Current Environmental Dynamics,
Actors, and External Shocks

This analysis identified 13 variables
contributing to today’s domestic
extremist landscape — broadly
divided into two ideological
categories, the far left and the far
right —and grouped them into
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four overarching themes. These
themes were then articulated into
central analytic questions and their
component variables articulated
into analytic sub-questions, all
listed below:

Theme 1: Challenges to
Democratic Governance

Analytic question #1: What are
the key issues confronting the
United States’ ability to function
collectively and effectively as a
liberal democracy at federal, state,
and local levels?

m  Creeping illiberalism and
authoritarianism: How
are nonviolent and violent
threats to American liberal
democracy manifesting?

®  Election Interference: What
are the threat vectors and
vulnerabilities malicious actors
are likely to exploit to disrupt
and/or manipulate electoral
processes? Who are these
malicious actors?

B Rising Threats Toward Elected
Officials and Legislative
Institutions: Beyond anecdotes,
how significant are trends
of harassment, threats, and
acts of violence against
elected officials and legislative
institutions? What/who are the
most likely targets? What are
the potential threat vectors?

®  Extremist Insider Threats:
Who are the key ideological
actors in positions of public
trust that pose significant
threats to American democracy
and national security/public
safety? What positions of public
trust are likely to be affected
by insider threats?

Theme 2: Sociopolitical
Trends and Events

Analytic question #2: What are
the underlying issues and factors
inspiring and enabling political
mobilization, including violence,
across the ideological spectrum?

®m  Political Polarization: How will
sociopolitical divisions affect
current threats to American
democracy and attempts to
execute politically motivated
acts of violence?

®  Divergent Responses to Social
Wedge Issues: What are the
key social and political issues
energizing and catalyzing
actor mobilization across the
political spectrum?

Conspiracy Theories and
Disinformation: What are the
key narratives, based on false
information, energizing actors
across the political spectrum?
What are the likely impacts of
conspiracy theories and mis/
disinformation on democratic
foundations and actor
mobilization into violence?
Who are the likely targets of
false information?

® 2024 Presidential Election:
What are the likely political and
security impacts of the 2024
national election — particularly,
how are the rhetoric and
policy positions of presidential
candidates impacting actor
mobilization? What are the
likely impacts on American
democratic foundations?

Theme 3: Sociopolitical
Movements and Ideologies

Analytic question #3: Who are
the key actors mobilizing around
sociopolitical trends and what are
their beliefs/ideologies?

B Trump and the MAGA
Movement: What are the
likely political and security
impacts of Trump’s, and the
wider MAGA movement's,
presence in public political life
over the next 12 months? How
will Election Day outcomes
shape those impacts?

m  Religious Activism: How
is religion in American
public life impacting the
U.S. domestic political and
security environment? Who
are the key faith-based actors
mobilizing on the wider
political right and political left?
What are their likely political
and security impacts over
the next 12 months?

B Gender- and Sexuality-
Centered Actors: How are
ongoing public debates
associated with gender and
sexuality likely to impact U.S.
domestic politics and security
over the next 12 months?
Who are the key actors and
movements most influenced
to mobilize, nonviolently
and violently, by ongoing
debates associated with
gender and sexuality?

Theme 4: External Shocks

Analytic question #4: What are
the main disruptive “wild card”
variables, outside of domestic
sociopolitical trends, likely to
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impact the U.S. domestic extremist
landscape in the next 12 months?

®  Foreign Conflicts: How are
armed conflicts in Ukraine
and Israel-Gaza likely to
influence political mobilization,
both nonviolent and violent,
in the United States over
the next 12 months?

®  Emerging Disruptive
Technologies: What
key emerging disruptive
technologies around the world
could significantly shape
America’'s domestic political
and security environment over
the next 12 months? What are
their likely impacts?

This Intelligence Brief is the first
installment of a two-part series.
Part One focuses on Themes 1 and
2, describing and assessing the
threats to democratic governance
and the underlying sociopolitical
trends associated with them.

Part Two, to be published next
week, focuses on Themes 3 and

4, describing and assessing the
behaviors of key actors, as well as
the current and potential impacts
of external shocks from foreign
conflicts and emerging disruptive
technologies — namely, artificial
intelligence, additive manufacturing,
and uncrewed aerial systems.

Theme 1 - Challenges to
Democratic Governance

Creeping llliberalism
and Authoritarianism

There has been a growing
expression of illiberal and
authoritarian beliefs and

manifestation of behaviors from
both ends of the political spectrum.

This analysis concludes that, of
the two political milieus, the far
right poses the biggest threat

to democratic governance

in the United States. This is

due to the steady infiltration

of far-right beliefs — including
explicit and coded antisemitism,
racism, religious nationalism,

and xenophobia/nativism — and
actors into mainstream right-wing
political discourse and political
machinery. This includes media
outlets, research and advocacy
groups, and political figures, most
notably Donald Trump.

However, beyond Trump and his
political allies at the federal level,
media outlets and watchdog
groups have noted the growing
number of extremists elected to
office at state and local levels.®
These individuals are an important
part of the injection of far-right
extremist beliefs into mainstream
discourse that captured a sizeable
electoral base, translating into
millions of votes in local, state,
and national elections. This has
resulted in, among other things,
proposed legislation and policy
changes that are antithetical to
liberal democracy, such as policy
and legislative proposals openly
seeking to change institutionalized
election processes and voting
procedures, state-level laws tasking
local and state policing agencies
with enforcing federal immigration,
curtailing minority rights and
women's rights, making radical
revisions to school curriculum,
supporting book bans, and stoking
fears about Muslims and Islam.™

It also provided inspiration and
permission structures for nonstate
actors to engage in threats or
actual violence against racial,
religious, and sexual minorities,
political opponents, and elected
officials. This extends to attacks
against state legislatures in 2020
and the Jan. 6 insurrection at the
U.S. Capitol complex. This analysis
therefore assesses far-right U.S.
domestic nonstate actors to be
the most significant ideologically-
motivated violent threat to
American homeland security.

Far-left actors pose a smaller

but nontrivial threat to liberal
democratic norms and governance,
largely in the form of increasingly
normalized antisemitism, street
violence against perceived
enemies, disruptive “direct action”
tactics on college campuses and
elsewhere that sometimes turn
physically threatening or violent,
and increasing threats and acts of
violence toward local, state, and
federal lawmakers. Compared to
their far-right counterparts, they
have had far less influence on
policy and lawmaking.

If Trump is reelected president

of the United States, threats to
democracy and growing risks to
and threats against democratic
norms and procedures are
expected to increase under his
administration. As a candidate,
Trump has intensified his firebrand
rhetoric, which has also included
explicit appeals to nativism/
xenophobia,'" authoritarianism,'?
and dehumanization and violence
against political opponents.'™

In 2016, there were notable pockets
of opposition and dissent among
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mainstream right-wing actors and
within Trump’s administration,
but the institutional landscape

has significantly changed in 2024.
Conservative flagship entities'
have openly thrown their weight
behind him. Since the 2024
Republican primaries, Trump
loyalists have been installed within
the Republican National Committee
to further cement his influence
within the GOP institutional
landscape,'® though this may come
at the cost of efficiently running
party machinery.”

Regarding extremist political
violence, continued growth

in extremist recruitment,
radicalization, and mobilization on
both sides of the political spectrum
is expected. An increase in violent
attacks by both far-right and far-left
extremists can be expected as they
participate in a mutually reinforcing
cycle of demonization and violence
against each other. Trump will
continue to be a central figure and
force among DVEs on both sides of
the political spectrum.™ For violent
far-right extremists, he will be a
figurehead who frequently provides
social capital and legitimacy to their
ideas. For violent far-leftists, he is

a lightning rod who personifies a
perceived far-right authoritarian
encroachment on democracy

and threat to vulnerable minority
communities that must be opposed
by any means necessary.

Potential legal action including
arrests, incarceration, civil lawsuit
outcomes, and attempts to
suppress Trump's ability to run for
office are potential catalysts for
far-right violence as they appear
to have been in the past. Further,
if Trump is reelected, more fear

and anger, as well as elation, will
motivate DVEs on the far left
and far right, respectively, into
continued violent mobilization
and countermobilization

until at least 2028.

In contrast, a Democratic win for
the presidency will only reinforce
further far-right extremist
recruitment, radicalization, and
violent mobilization. This will be
driven by their fears and anger
related to issues supporters

of the far-right perceive as an
erosion of their constitutional
rights and way of life, such as
potential gun legislation, attempted
expansion of minority rights,
continued challenges related to
border security and immigration,
and proposed expansion of
government assistance programs
and regulation. Far-left extremist
actors will also likely remain highly
active and recruit and radicalize
new supporters, if for no other
reason than positioning themselves
as a countermobilizing force
against far-right extremists. In
other words, neither likely outcome
of the 2024 U.S. presidential
election is expected to stem the
heightened activity of domestic
extremists, including those willing
to use violence, for the next

four years or more.

Electoral Interference

Based on past behaviors

of malicious actors, acts of
interference in the upcoming

2024 electoral process are likely
to manifest in at least four ways."
The first is through misinformation
and disinformation spread online
and through robocalls, mailers,

or statements from political civic

figures via mass media outlets.
The content of mis/disinformation
has varied in the past; this analysis
assesses with high confidence
that malicious actors looking to
undermine trust in the integrity

of the electoral process and its
outcomes are likely to claim that
mass voter fraud has occurred.
Although previous narratives

have also attempted to attack the
credibility of the voting machines,
the $787.5 million legal settlement
awarded to Dominion Voting
Systems in a defamation case

will likely deter future attempts

to employ this tactic. There will
likely be cases in which political
candidates will refuse to concede
the results of elections, typically
based on false claims about voter
fraud and ballot tampering. Given
the enduring pervasiveness of
election denialism, this tactic is
especially likely to be employed in
closely contested elections.?°

A second likely method is to place
election deniers in positions of
power, access, and close physical
proximity to voting systems and
voting booths. Malicious actors
seeking to challenge the integrity of
the electoral process have run for
local and state offices overseeing
elections, and some have refused
to certify election results. Another
tactic is for sympathetic election
officials to illegally provide access
to voting systems by outside
‘auditors” seeking to copy voter
data for the purpose of contesting
the election results — an insider
threat. Although this is probably a
rare type of threat, it has potentially
devastating consequences for
election system security and data
integrity, if successful. Malicious
actors could also attempt to insert
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themselves into election systems
as poll watchers and observers.
Although reported instances

of poll worker and poll watcher
misconduct were sporadic in 2022,
the presidential contest of 2024 is
likely to encourage further efforts
along these lines, given the higher
political stakes.?!

A third likely method are forms

of harassment, threats, and
intimidation that appear to have
grown since the 2020 presidential
election. These threats are driven
primarily by conspiracy theories
such as “Stop the Steal,” which
falsely claims that Joe Biden

won the 2020 election through
systematic electoral fraud, and
the beliefs of QAnon, a far-right
antigovernment movement
centered on a conspiracy theory
that a shadowy cabal of satanic
pedophilic elites secretly controls
the U.S. government. (For further
details, see the section “Conspiracy
Theories and Disinformation.”)

Volunteers and officials involved in
the election process, particularly
those associated with counting
ballots, are reportedly facing more
threats.?? There is strong evidence
to suggest these behaviors are
having significant effects on
electoral workers. According to a
survey by the Brennan Center for
Justice published in April 2021, “one
in three election officials felt unsafe
because of their job and about

20% listed threats to their lives

as a job-related concern."?® More
threats against election officials
have reportedly been noticed in

key battleground states and local
jurisdictions.?* These threats are
being deliberately directed at the
heart of the democratic process. If

Stephen Parlato of Boulder, Colo., holds a sign in front of the U.S. Capitol, a year
after an insurrectionist mob stormed in on Jan. 6, 2021. (Kent Nishimura / Los
Angeles Times via Getty Images)

successful, this would impact the
accuracy and timeliness of vote
counting, which could indirectly
cause more fear and agitation,
and create doubt concerning the
legitimacy of the election process.

This analysis assesses that
far-right extremists will continue
to threaten and intimidate election
officials and volunteers as a
deliberate strategy to influence or
otherwise effectively undermine
democratic processes. An

escalation in these tactics cannot
be discounted, as this seems like
a core strategic plan of action to
purge unwanted public servants
and replace them with extremist
insiders.?® In 2022, election denialist
politicians also created what were
effectively “election police forces”
that investigated and arrested
individuals based on allegations
of voting illegally. Although there
were few convictions resulting
from these efforts, there is some
evidence to suggest they deterred
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some members of minority
communities and ex-felons
eligible to vote from showing
up at the polls.?

A fourth likely method is frivolous
administrative, legislative, and legal
actions that attempt to suppress
voter access. Since 2013, when the
U.S. Supreme Court struck down
key portions of the 1964 Voting
Rights Act, hundreds of bills have
been submitted in state legislatures
across the country attempting to
restrict voter access to the ballot,
including measures challenging

the validity of mail-in ballots,
attempting to eliminate mail-in
voting altogether, or requiring photo
identification to vote, in the name of
combating electoral fraud.?” These
bills reduce voter turnout? and
affect whose votes are counted.?
Such measures impact thousands
of voters from racial minority,*
youth,®" lower socioeconomic
status,®? and elderly®* demographic
backgrounds, effectively deciding
outcomes in highly competitive
elections. While there has been no
empirical evidence to substantiate
claims of systematic voter fraud,
studies have shown that such
legislation, when passed, has had
the effect of suppressing voter
access, particularly among young
adults and minorities. Others are
likely to attempt frivolous lawsuits
that effectively restrict voter access
to the ballot box or challenge the
validity of voter registration rolls.3*

Another tactic that is very likely

be used by malicious actors is
attempting to overwhelm local and
state election offices with large
numbers of frivolous public records
requests that create burdensome
administrative challenges for
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election officials. These efforts are
highly likely to be enhanced using
generative artificial intelligence
and user-friendly software
provided to election-denial activists
that allows them to review and
challenge voter rolls.®

Authors of this analysis are
unaware of any commensurate
electoral interference efforts
emanating from the broader
political left, including far-leftists.
The closest approximation to such
a threat was a single instance

of alleged voter intimidation by
three members of the New Black
Panther Party — one of whom was
brandishing a nightstick — who
showed up outside of a polling
station in a predominantly Black
area of Philadelphia in 2008.3¢
Outside of this incident, the authors
of this analysis are unaware of
any credible claims of threats or
acts of electoral interference as
described in this section. Moreover,
as noted earlier, allegations

of systematic voter fraud, as
popularized by figures like Trump,
are unproven thus far.

Rising Threats Toward
Lawmakers and Legislative
Facilities

Coinciding with creeping illiberalism
and authoritarianism in public
discourse, as well as wider political
polarization, there has been a
growing trend of harassment,
threats, and violence directed at
local, state, and federal lawmakers.
In 2017 a far-left extremist was
killed by U.S. Capitol Police (USCP)
officers during a shooting attack on
Republican members of Congress
during a baseball practice. Nearly
four years later, the most dramatic
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single act of violence against
Congressional members occurred
on Jan. 6, 2021, at the hands
insurrectionists largely led by
far-right extremists believing that
the 2020 elections were stolen
from Trump. Almost two years
later, another far-right extremist
entered the San Francisco

home of then-House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat, and
attacked her husband.

USCP data shows that they
investigated 9,600 threat cases
throughout 2021, after the Jan.

6 insurrection — the largest
number of cases in a single year
since the USCP started collecting
data.®” Furthermore, DHS issued
a warning stating that online
calls for violent action against
lawmakers are increasing.® A
similar trend of rising threats

has been self-reported by 1,744
state and local lawmakers in
multiple surveys.® The surveys,
published in October 2023 by the
Brennan Center for Justice, with
the assistance of the Eagleton
Center for Public Interest Polling
at Rutgers University, summarized
their key findings as follows:

“More than 40 percent of state
legislators experienced threats or
attacks within the past three years,
and more than 18 percent of local
officeholders experienced threats
or attacks within the past year and
a half. The numbers balloon to 89
percent of state legislators and

52 percent of local officeholders
when less severe forms of abuse
— insults or harassment such as
stalking — are included.*””

This analysis assesses that the
threat will likely persist and intensify
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in the months before and after the
2024 election. The likely factors
motivating individuals to engage
in acts of harassment, threats,
and violence against lawmakers,
such as political polarization and
the growing normalization of
violence in public discourse, tend
to intensify during presidential
election seasons. Hyperbolic and
sometimes violence-laden rhetoric
from key political figures like
Trump are likely to give additional
motives and perceived permission
for violent far-right extremists

to act. Meanwhile, although not
quantitatively commensurate

with the far right,*' far-left violent
extremists will be driven by the
ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict*?
plus the desire to countermobilize
against the far right, to threaten
elected officials.*®

Since the Jan. 6 attack, enhanced
physical security and situational
awareness in and around the U.S.

Capitol complex means an attack
is unlikely to succeed, though the
complex will remain an attractive
target to violent extremists on the
far right. The risk of successful
assassinations and attacks at and
around local congressional offices
is much higher due to lower levels
of physical security (e.g., protective
details). State houses in swing
states, for example, become more
attractive targets for attack.

Despite the presence of physical
security at state legislatures, such
as state capitol police forces,
several of these facilities and their
assets are at significant risk of
attack because of their relatively
higher level of vulnerability and
the attractiveness they present

as a symbolic target to violent
extremists.* The risk of an

attack, such as a mass shooting,
is particularly elevated in state
legislatures of “swing” states, as
well as state capitols where public

attendees of legislative sessions
are allowed to carry firearms and
other weapons inside buildings.
Local legislative bodies, such as
county/municipal councils and
school boards, are perhaps the
most vulnerable to attack, as these
bodies by default make themselves
as physically accessible to the
public as possible. The risk of an
attack is somewhat mitigated by
the lower symbolic attractiveness
they may present as a target;
however, data suggests this
potential countereffect is modest.
For example, a survey by Princeton
University's Bridging Divides
Initiative randomly sampled

local elected officials conducted
between March and April 2024
found “more than one in six were
harassed, and more than one in 12
were threatened."*®

Finally, it is important to note the
plausibility of insider threats.

State Legislator Perceptions of Abuse Since Taking Office

Gender Party

Men Women Democrats Republicans  Overall
Frequency
Increased 35% 43% 32% 45% 38%
Stayed about the same 39% 37% 40% 34% 38%
Decreased 17% 14% 20% 13% 16%
Seriousness
Increased 24% 37% 28% 31% 29%
Stayed about the same 54% 49% 50% 51% 51%
Decreased 14% 8% 14% 10% 12%

NOTE: Results were weighted by census division, chamber, party, gender, year elected, state-level estimates of
political ideology, and the level of professionalism of the officeholder’s legislature to achieve more nationally

representative measures.

Source: Brennan Center for Justice and Rutgers University
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Threats and acts of violence
against lawmakers can either be
perpetrated or directly assisted by
other legislative workers, including
other lawmakers. For example, at a
state level, far-right extremist Mike
Nearman was expelled from the
Oregon House of Representatives
and later convicted of several
misdemeanor crimes after he
allowed violent protesters to

enter the state capitol to disrupt

a special legislative session.* At

a federal level, though not rising

to the level of an explicit threat of
violence, members of Congress
have engaged in incendiary and
demonizing rhetoric directed at
the colleagues which some people
could interpret as an endorsement
of violence. For example, prior

to her election, far-right U.S.
Representative Majorie Taylor
Greene, a Georgia Republican,

had posted a Facebook photo of
herself in possession of a firearm,
“alongside images of (U.S. Reps.
Alexandria) Ocasio-Cortez, (llhan)
Omar and (Rashida) Tlaib and
encouraged going on the ‘offense
against these socialists'"” After
becoming a member of Congress,
when expressing her opposition to
a proposed infrastructure bill, she
posted online the names and phone
numbers of 13 GOP colleagues who
voted for the legislation and called
them “traitors” on Twitter.®

The likelihood of insider verbal
threats is assessed to be high,
given that the polarized national
atmosphere and local district
politics provide incentives for such
behavior. Relative to verbal threats,
insider-enabled and -caused acts
of physical violence are far less
likely. In between these two types
of threats are external actors who

are inspired to commit acts of
violence based on dehumanizing
and demonizing rhetoric from one
lawmaker directed at one or more
other colleagues, such anti-left
and anti-Muslim statements from
politicians like Greene* and Lauren
Boebert, R-Col0.%° This conclusion
is tempered and moderated by
which legislative bodies are the
possible sites of an attack; state
legislatures that allow firearms

in and around their facilities are

at higher risk due to their greater
vulnerability and raised profile as
attractive symbolic targets.

Extremist Insider Threat

As noted earlier, individuals with
malicious intent and special access
and authorization to institutions
like election offices and legislative
bodies are significant potential
insider threats. Although rare in
terms of size and occurrence,
insider threat cases within these
institutions have potentially
devastating consequences for
their continued functions and the
vital roles they play in democratic
governance. In addition to officials
involved in the election process
and members of legislative bodies,
law enforcement organizations at
federal, state, and local levels are
also facing challenges of potential
insider threats.

Some of these organizations, like
county sheriff's offices, are led

by individuals who are directly
elected to leadership. A far-right
extremist movement called
Constitutional Sheriffs has been
attempting to recruit and radicalize
organizational leadership, as well
as rank-and-file departmental
members across the country,

for decades.®’ This movement
advocates a particular kind of
far-right antigovernment ideology
that claims, wrongly, that county
sheriffs are the most powerful
elected officials in the United States
and can abrogate any laws they
deem “unconstitutional,” including
federal legislation.5? Demographics,
heavy political skewing, and widely
divergent regulatory mechanisms
across county and state lines are
significant structural factors that
have facilitated far-right recruitment
and radicalization from among
organizational leadership, as well
as rank-and-file employees.®
Although systematic empirical
evidence is difficult to come

by, existing research suggests

that the Constitutional Sheriffs
movement appears to have made
the most inroads among law
enforcement personnel during the
COVID-19 pandemic.®*

The potential threats posed by
Constitutional Sheriffs movement
insiders largely depend upon their
organizational mandates. Functions
of sheriff's offices vary widely
across the country, with some

only focused on court security or
running detention facilities (i.e.,
county jails), whereas others also
engage in patrolling and other
policing functions. Based on

public statements from movement
supporters, known organizational
mandates, and past behavior, this
analysis assesses the two areas
at greatest risk of being impacted
by potential Constitutional Sheriffs
insider threats are physical security
at and around election-related
facilities and border security.

For example, members of the
Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace
Officers Association (CSPOA),
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Constitutional Sheriffs

The movement is based on, among other things, the false belief that county sheriffs can abrogate
any laws — even federal laws — that they deem “unconstitutional”

This ideology influences far-right
sheriffs, some of whom have
openly stated a willingness to
interfere in election processes.

.. \ -

Pictured: Sheriff Richard Mack, leader
of the Consitutional Sheriffs

Source: Daryl Johnson and Alejandro Beutel

the leading organization of the
Constitutional Sheriffs movement,
have openly expressed election
denialism since 2020 and
explicitly advocated for electoral
interference through actions like
seizing voting machines and
investigating unsubstantiated
claims of systematic voter fraud.®®
Many movement supporters

also combine election denialism
with explicitly nativist and
anti-immigrant rhetoric.*® Several
county sheriffs with connections
to the movement have either
openly advocated for engaging in
enforcement of federal immigration
laws, including operating along the
U.S.-Mexico border.>
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Whereas sheriff's offices engage in
law enforcement activities,
extremism in the ranks risks
damaging organizational
reputation and public safety.

The Constitutional Sheriffs & Peace
Officers Association (logo pictured)
is the main Constitutional Sheriffs
organization and has expressed
election denialism since 2020.

There is growing awareness of a
far-right extremist presence and
inroads among other policing
department staff and correctional
employees. For example, a study
by legal scholar Vida Johnson

has identified over 140 cases of
far-right extremism in local and
state policing and correctional
entities across the United States
since at least 1999. (This is likely
an undercount of the phenomenon,
since Johnson'’s list of cases was
entirely drawn from media reports.)
Even beyond hardcore extremists,
like members of white supremacist
and antigovernment organizations,
critics maintain that the size and
scope of the issue is much larger
if individuals who may, to varying
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The Constitutional Sheriffs movement
could affect border security, as several
sheriffs connected to the movement
have advocated operating along the
U.S.-Mexico border.

© 2024 The New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy

degrees, share sympathies with
such ideologies without openly
expressing support for them
are accounted for.%®

However, it is important to

note that the mere presence of
such individuals inside these
organizations erodes public
confidence in their ability to
enforce the law in an impartial
and professional manner.®® There
has also been growing concern
about how far-right extremists
from antigovernment movements
like the Constitutional Sheriffs
and groups like the Oath Keepers
have been able to train hundreds
of peace officers across the
country for years.®° From an
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operational perspective, there
have also been concerns about
how far-right extremist insiders
can also disrupt the day-to-day
functioning of policing, including
credible allegations of biased
policing, excessive use of force !
potentially accessing sensitive
information systems,®? giving
intelligence tip-offs to extremists,
and distorting analytic threat
perceptions that inform how
potential threats are monitored.®*
As far-right extremists attempt to
mobilize, this analysis assesses
there will be a growing risk of
intelligence tip-offs, as well as
pollution of intelligence streams,
from actors seeking to disseminate
mis- and disinformation that could
be consumed by analysts at entities
like fusion centers.

This concern extends to personnel
within federal agencies. For
example, investigative researchers
and reporters have documented
the pervasiveness of anti-Muslim
content making its way into military
and law enforcement classrooms
under the guise of counterterrorism
training.® Several military and
federal law enforcement far-right
insiders have been arrested for
activities ranging from enabling

or planning acts of terrorism

to unauthorized disclosure of
classified information. Military
insider threats include cases of
alleged espionage-related crimes®
and planned®” and executed acts
of political violence,® including
participation in the Jan. 6
insurrection on Capitol Hill. The
disproportionately high number

of military veterans participating

in the Jan. 6 insurrection,® as

well as involvement in other

acts of far-right violence,”
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has prompted concerns from
policymakers about the prevalence
of extremism within the armed
services.”! Efforts to study this
issue further have been met with
significant political pushback at the
congressional level.”?

Beyond the military, although

not further substantiated at the
moment, there are also allegations
that some FBI agents have not
been actively pursuing leads in
investigations of alleged Jan. 6
insurrectionists due to political
sympathies impairing their ability
to professionally carry out their
responsibilities.” On March
11,2022, the Department of
Homeland Security published

an internal review of potential
domestic extremism within its
ranks.”* The review came after
several investigative reports over
the years identified current and
former personnel either engaging
in expressions of racist and other
extremist content on social media’®
and attempted acts of violence’® or
with direct connections to extremist
groups that have engaged

in violence, like the neo-Nazi
organization, The Base.”” Finally,
investigative reports have identified
at least two active Department

of State employees with security
clearances who were identified

as active white nationalists while
serving in public trust positions with
access to sensitive information.’®

This publication’'s assessment

of the potential insider threat
landscape suggests it will continue
to be a serious issue for local, state,
and federal agencies for several
years to come. Although known
insider threats are statistically rare,
they have potentially devastating
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consequences to the entities they
are employed with, as well as public
safety and national security.

Outside of malicious electoral
officials, the most devastating
potential insider threats are
far-right sheriffs, influenced by
Constitutional Sheriffs ideology
and the mainstreaming of election
denialism, who seek to interfere

in the electoral process. This
judgment is based on the growing
influence of extremist ideology,
their openly stated willingness

to effectively interfere in election
processes,’”® and their access

and proximity to critical voting
infrastructure. Moreover, because
many sheriff's departments engage
in policing duties, the presence of
extremist insiders also poses a
risk to organizational reputation
and a potential threat to the fair,
impartial, and effective provision
of public safety.

The likelihood of individual

police officers outside sheriff's
departments engaging in politically
biased enforcement of the law is
high. Law enforcement officers,
although maintaining a professional
obligation to impartially enforce
the law and uphold public safety,
nevertheless represent a cross-
section of American society,

and some individual officers are
subject to the influence of its
political winds, like other people.
For example, there is robust
empirical evidence to suggest

that police officers with political
affinities toward the authoritarian
and illiberal views espoused

by figures like Trump are more
likely to engage in racially biased
policing behaviors than their police
officer peers who do not politically
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support him.8° The risk of biased
policing is further amplified by
distorted threat perceptions
resulting from a combination of
chronic poor analytic tradecraft
and quality control at fusion
centers, training content
containing extremist material and
views, and the pervasiveness of
mis/disinformation.

Finally, military insider threats
pose a serious challenge mainly
to national security and public
safety. However, they do not

pose a threat to the integrity

of democratic procedural
foundations the way far-right
sheriffs could. This analysis
assesses with high confidence that
the most likely manifestation of
this issue over the next 12 months
will be extremist violence, given
the sustained and heightened
level of armed mobilization by
far-right actors who, as of late,
constitute the overwhelming
majority of publicly known violent
ideologically motivated military
insider threats. It also anticipates
that there will be further attempts
by far-right actors to disclose
classified or otherwise sensitive
U.S. national security information.
Notwithstanding the high-profile
act of fatal self-immolation®' in
protest of the ongoing war in the
Gaza Strip by an active-duty military
service member, far-left insider
threats of violence currently are
judged to be negligible. However,
ongoing discontent within
multiple federal agencies over the
Biden administration’s policies
toward Israel and Gaza raise the
probability of not only increased
resignation of staff,2 but also the
potential unauthorized
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A demonstrator supporting the people who have been imprisoned following the
Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection yells at counterprotesters during a rally near the U.S.
Capitol. (Stefani Reynolds / AFP via Getty Images)

disclosure of information,
just as far-right insiders have
leaked U.S. government
information about Ukraine.

Theme 2: Sociopolitical
Trends and Events

Political Polarization

One of the strongest forces
affecting the current domestic
extremist landscape in the United
States is political polarization.
This publication considers
polarization to fall into two broad
categories that experts have
identified: 1) ideological, which

is based on policy/philosophical
ideas and generally expressed
among political elites; and 2)
affective, which is based on social
identities (e.g. political party
affiliation) and emotions and

is generally expressed among
grassroots citizenry.®

19

A 2023 comprehensive review of
existing studies by Rachel Kleinfeld
of the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace identifies
several key findings from the
existing body of research. First,
although studies have varying
strengths and weaknesses, taken
collectively, they suggest that
political polarization is a real issue
that is impacting social relations,
democratic governance, and
political violence in the United
States. Second, political elites

are much more ideologically
polarized than their constituents
are; grassroots citizenry, however,
are highly affectively (i.e,
emotionally) polarized. Third, this
affective polarization is not the
product of emotions alone; it is
the outcome of an interaction
between electoral system designs,
political candidate tone/behavior,
and voters’ social networks (i.e,,
personal relationships with other
people, irrespective of political
ideology). Finally, although its
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¢ Political emotions will continue to run high in no small part
because of the growing salience and divergent responses to social
wedge issues — to varying degrees — of mis/disinformation over
traditional social media platforms, and the political centrality of
the 2024 U.S. national elections. ’

exact causes remain unclear,
increasing rates of political
violence appear to be associated
with a growing trend of hyperbolic
rhetoric among politicians that
dehumanizes opponents and
normalizes violence ®

Already-intense political polarization
is expected to grow over the next
12 months. The structural variables
that enable and facilitate political
polarization, such as winner-take-all
voting systems, largely remain

in place in most states. Political
emotions will continue to run high
in no small part because of the
growing salience and divergent
responses to social wedge issues
(see the next section), the presence
- to varying degrees — of mis/
disinformation over traditional and
social media platforms, and the
political centrality of the 2024 U.S.
national elections. The upcoming
elections will further incentivize
candidates, such as Trump and

his allies, to engage in hyperbolic
rhetoric/behavior.

This analysis predicts
political polarization will grow
in two directions.

First, it will be directed between
outgroups. In this case, right-wing
and left-wing actors will focus
most of their mobilizing energies
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externally toward each other.
Consistent with existing research,
polarization is expected to be
elevated in states that employ
winner-take-all electoral rules.
Polarization is expected to be
particularly elevated in so-called
‘swing states,” where congressional
and presidential campaigns are
projected to be highly competitive.

Second, it will be directed within
left-wing and right-wing milieus.
Among left-wing actors, growing
discontent over Biden's policies and
political posturing in relation to the
Israel-Hamas conflict will continue
fueling discontent and dissent. In
some of the most extreme cases,
actors have expressed extremist
beliefs like antisemitism and
engaged in illicit/illegal activities,
such as harassment, threats,
vandalism, and violence directed

at congressional officials and
offices.® Such activities are likely
to continue as Israel's military
operations in the Gaza Strip and
violent escalations with Hezbollah
in southern Lebanon lead to
further civilian casualties. Among
right-wing actors, it is expected
that candidates and political
flgures who are perceived to be too
‘moderate” or compromising on key
issues of interest are likely to be
targeted for harassment, threats,
vandalism, and violence.8
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Divergent Responses
to Social Wedge Issues

The broadly divergent responses
to social wedge issues that are
strongly associated with political
polarization constitute another
factor. For those on the wider
political left, including far-leftists,
the issues include the growing gap
between rich and poor, climate
change, gender/reproductive rights,
police reform, racial disparities in
socioeconomic outcomes, and

a countermobilization against
far-right actors during protests,
rallies, and civil unrest. For

those on the wider political right,
including far-right actors, the
issues include immigration/border
security; opposition to “Critical
Race Theory” (also known as

CRT) curricula in K-12 schools and
universities; workplace diversity,
equity, and inclusion (also known
as DEI) policies; the teaching of
LGBTQ+ content in K-12 schools;
concerns about systematic
electoral fraud; and limiting access
to abortion. Many far-right actors
also express ardent opposition to
far-left countermobilization, often
described in pejoratively nebulous,
and often conspiratorial, terms like
‘Black Lives Matter,” “antifa,” (the
antifascist movement), and “George
Soros” — the latter a reference to a
philanthropist who happens to be
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Jewish and champions politically
progressive causes.

Two major inflection points
highlight growing far-left
mobilization. First was Trump's
2016 presidential candidacy and
later victory. Whether intentional
or not, Trump’s bellicose
posturing and hardline policy
positions mobilized already-active
far-right actors, including violent
ones,® and signaled a growing
transformation of large segments
of mainstream conservative
discourse into right-wing populist
authoritarianism. This led to

a wider centrist and left-wing
political backlash that included a
re-energized and resurgent far-left
component. This backlash was
sustained for the duration of the
Trump administration.

The second major inflection point
came during the mass protests and
civil unrest across America in the
summer of 2020. These protests,

a minority of which turned violent,
were triggered by moral outrage at
the police-caused death of George
Floyd. Prior to Floyd's death, a
handful of cities saw moral outrage
and mass protests in reaction

to the police-caused deaths of
Philando Castile and Alton Sterling,
both Black men. This also led

to a microtrend of ideologically
motivated targeted violence in
2016 by Black nationalists, some
of whom were motivated by
left-wing beliefs.

Floyd's death, and several other
controversial police-caused
homicides of minorities, triggered
a much wider social reaction, as
they came months before the 2020
national presidential elections and
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in the middle of the country coping
with the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. Within the wider mass
protest movement that emerged,
far-left and far-right actors also
mobilized and sometimes clashed
with police or each other.

Although the Trump administration
left office in January 2021,
far-leftists, including violent
elements, remain active.

They have been energized by
far-rightists protesting at LGBTQ+
events and establishments, the
overturning of Roe v. Wade, and
most recently, moral outrage at
civilian deaths resulting from the
current Israel-Hamas war. The
latter issue, along with broader
concerns about a re-energized

far right and possible Trump
electoral victory, is expected to
continue giving far-left mobilization
energy and momentum. Recent
acts of self-immolation suggest
that targets associated with
these issues, including Israeli
consulates and its embassy® as
well as locations where Trump

is physically present,® are likely
to be areas of intensified far-left
activity, including the potential for
property damage and physical
attacks against people.

Contemporary far-right mobilization
can also be anchored to at least
two major inflection points. The
first is the summer of 2008,

when the U.S. economy was in its
worst recession since the Great
Depression, Barack Obama became
the Democratic party's presidential
nominee, and veterans were
returning from overseas conflict
theaters that made them vulnerable
to far-right radicalization and
recruitment. Obama’s subsequent
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victory, and its associated racial
resentment, further energized
and mobilized a right-wing
backlash against America’s first
Black president. This included a
substantial far-right undercurrent
of antigovernment and white
nationalist extremists.

The second inflection point was
Trump's presidential candidacy in
2015 and election the next year. As
noted earlier, whether this outcome
was intentional or not, far-right
extremists gravitated toward Trump
both for his incendiary rhetoric and
for several of his policy positions,
which they frequently interpreted
as a tacit and sometimes explicit
endorsement of their views on
matters of race, immigration, crime,
and demographics.

Far-rightists, including their violent
elements, remain active. Despite
the intensive law enforcement
scrutiny of formal organizations,
such as the Proud Boys and

Oath Keepers, that has occurred
since the Jan. 6 insurrection, their
underlying ideologies remain active.
The Proud Boys adapted to their
new operational environment by
decentralizing their organizational
structure and maintaining their
political relevance by showing up
to locally focused protests and
rallies. Although maintaining an
ideology centered on an exclusivist
nationalism (“Western chauvinism”)
that is stridently anti-leftist in
political orientation, the Proud
Boys have also always maintained
a strong hypermasculine and
extreme misogynist undercurrent
in its wider ideology. Post-Jan. 6,
the importance of its positions

on hypermasculinity and gender
more broadly became central to its

July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org

>

The Two Most Notable Categories of Domestic Extremism

NOTE: Actors are mentioned for illustrative purposes. While these groups and movements are not criminal
entities, several of their individual members and supporters have been involved in illegal activities like violence.
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Motivated by multiple socio-political issues and
coalescing around populist figures like Donald Trump and
allies such as former National Security Advisor Michael
Flynn, far-right actors are considered the largest

Proud Boys

Earth/Animal

Sy

domestic extremist threat to democratic norms and
governance, as well as public safety and national security.

Source: Daryl Johnson and Alejandro Beutel

mobilization and survival, as the
group increasingly participated,
sometimes armed, in activities such
as antiabortion rallies, protests of
reading events by drag queens at
public libraries, and the expression
of opposition to the teaching of
LGBTQ+ content in school curricula.

The Oath Keepers, by contrast,
appear to be organizationally in
disarray and all but defunct at
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a national level with the arrest
and conviction of key leaders like
Stewart Rhodes.®® Nevertheless,
the underlying ideologies that
the organization coalesced

and mobilized itself around —
antigovernment extremism,
including militia and Constitutional
Sheriffs subcurrents — remain
extremely active within the wider
far-right milieu. Like the Proud
Boys, antigovernment extremist
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Far-left actors pose a smaller, non-trivial threat to
liberal democratic norms and governance. However,
far-left and far-right actors are also motivated to
mobilize against each other.
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actors like the Oath Keepers and
various Three Percenter movement
groups have adapted to intensified
post-Jan. 6 law enforcement
scrutiny and arrests by reorganizing
themselves as locally- and
regionally-focused structures.®’
Moreover, the salience of
immigration in public discourse has
meant that many antigovernment
far-rightists, particularly within its
militia and Constitutional Sheriffs
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subcurrents, have refocused

their activities and rhetoric on the
U.S.-Mexico border. Meanwhile,
white nationalists also continue

to remain active and energized
despite intensified scrutiny since
Jan. 6, 2021. One salient example
is Nick Fuentes, a white nationalist
who founded the America First
PAC (AFPAC) and has a dedicated
set of followers online and in real
life. Although the influence of
Fuentes' AFPAC appears to be
limited, as judged by the number
and type of public figures it
attracts to its events, the institution
is nevertheless an important
organizational landmark within a
wider network of actors — including
the aforementioned Oath Keepers
and Proud Boys — that seeks to
inject far-right extremist ideas into
mainstream right-wing discourse.®?
Another is the Patriot Front, a
white nationalist organization
associated with several individuals
who were arrested for attempting
to engage in or executing acts of
political violence. For example,

31 members were arrested in
Coeur d'Alene Idaho, on June 11,
2022, as they were en route to
attack a LGBTQ+ Pride Month
parade.®® They have also been
involved in distributing most of
the reported white nationalist
leaflet propaganda since 2019, as
well as organizing or participating
in several demonstrations

and otherwise lawful political
assemblies since 2017 when the
organization was founded.®*

Far-right extremists are likely

to continue being energized by
Trump's presidential candidacy,
anger at perceived expansion of
LGBTQ+ rights, and immigration.
Insofar as social wedge issues
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influence the political behaviors

of far-rightists, this analysis
predicts that there will continue

to be large amounts of proposed
state legislation that erodes and
restricts rights and freedoms
related to gender, sexuality, and
reproductive health. However, it is
also predicted that most in-person
mobilization will take place in the
form of vigilante border patrols that
will occasionally be conducted with
the tacit approval of some actors
within local, state, and federal law
enforcement, as well as engaging
in political assemblies seeking

to support Trump and the wider
MAGA populist movement.

Itis also important to note that
substantial segments of the
broader left and right, including
their far-left/-right subcurrents,
have also coalesced and mobilized
around the armed conflict in Gaza
between Hamas and its allied
factions and the Israeli military.

Discontent Over Law
Enforcement Practices
and Powers

While several key social wedge
issues are energizing far-left

and far-right actors to mobilize,
perceptions of law enforcement
and policing deserve special
attention because of their salience
in public discourse over at least
the past five years. On the political
right, discontent has grown over
how the U.S. federal government,
particularly agents under the DOJ
and FBI, are perceived to be biased
against them. This is largely anger
at criminal investigations of Trump
supporters, including the former
president himself, several of his
aides and former administration

23

officials, and alleged Jan. 6
insurrectionists. It has resulted in
the perpetuation of public outrage
that culminated in the creation of
a U.S. House “Subcommittee on
the Weaponization of the Federal
Government,” chaired by far-right
congressional representative and
staunch Trump ally Jim Jordan,
an Ohio Republican.

However, this anger has also
created a permissive environment
for threats and acts of violence.
The FBI and DOJ have arrested
over 1,250 individuals who
participated in the Jan. 6 Capitol
attack in 2021.%5 More persons
are under investigation for
criminal acts during that event.
The recent convictions and
sentencing proceedings for some
of those arrested for criminal
activities and violence during the
Capitol insurrection has caused
outrage among supporters and
calls to pardon most of those
convicted. Far-right extremists
are making more violent threats
to the FBI and DOJ related to

the search of Trump's Florida
residence, Mar-a-Lago, on Aug.

8, 2022, among other factors.%
For example, on Aug. 9, 2023, FBI
agents investigating a death threat
made against Biden shot and
killed an anti-government far-right
extremist in Provo, Utah, after he
threatened them and reportedly
reached for a gun as agents were
executing an arrest warrant at his
residence.®” Also, in August 2022,
an armed man in body armor
who is believed to have attended
the Jan. 6 riot the previous year
attempted an unauthorized

entry of the FBI Field Office in
Cincinnati, then fled. During the
subsequent chase by state police,
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the suspect opened fire on police,
and police shot and killed him. The
confrontation occurred soon after
the FBI had searched Mar-a-Lago
in connection with an investigation
of Trump over his alleged improper
retention of classified documents.®
The FBI had previously warned of
increased threats against federal
agents in the wake of the raid.*®

Whereas within the wider political
right, including the far-right,
discontent toward law enforcement
is directed toward the federal
agencies, on the wider political

left, including among far-leftists,

it is mostly directed at local and
state-level actors. (This is not to
suggest that actors on broader
political left, including the far

-left, do not express discontent
toward federal law enforcement,
such as the FBI and the Bureau

of Immigration, and Customs
Enforcement. Indeed, there is a long
history of federal law enforcement
actors targeting left-wing activists
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and groups solely based on their
political activities rather than due to
individualized suspicion of criminal
wrongdoing.) The overwhelming
majority of current left-wing
political mobilization is centered on
anger at law enforcement abuses
and police reform or abolition. In
this context, the far left has been
mostly nonviolent and has engaged
in a range of activities that include
attempted passage of legislation,
protests, and mass education. This
was most evident in the May-June
2020 political protests and civil
disturbances that swept across

the United States in the wake

of Floyd's death.

Nevertheless some far-left
extremists have also latched
onto the issue of police reform
to advance their narratives
with the intent of mobilizing
existing supporters as well

as radicalizing and recruiting
new ones. (In general, violent
far-left extremists’ narratives,
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In this handout photo provided by the
U.S. Department of Justice, stacks of
boxes can be observed in the White
and Gold Ballroom of former U.S.
President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
estate in Palm Beach, Florida. (U.S.
Department of Justice via Getty Images)

aggressive training regime,

and direct-action campaigns
provide a platform for inspiring
individuals to radicalize and
mobilize, posing a potential threat
to political conventions, economic
summits, law enforcement, and
other symbols of capitalism,
globalization, social injustice,

and other potential targets.) For
example, though the protests

and civil disturbances across

the nation were overwhelmingly
nonviolent and lawful, several
events demonstrated evidence of
a far-left presence, such as groups
representing left-wing extremist
strands of Black Nationalism,
violent antifa extremists, and
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anarchist extremists.’ Several of
these events turned violent. ™

For the most part, far-leftists
engage in nonviolent, but

often disruptive “direct action”
tactics that include protesting/
counterprotesting and civil
disobedience (e.g., “die-ins” and
unlawfully occupying buildings,
public spaces, and transportation
arteries). Nevertheless, a fringe

of far-leftists has also undertaken
acts of violence. These are largely
directed at property rather than
people, and most attacks against
people are intentionally non-fatal.
An important exception to this
otherwise non-fatal trend is attacks
against police officers, which are
often intentionally fatal and have
been consistently so since the
1970s. A similar micro-trend was
assessed in the years leading up to
2020, with retaliation from violent
Black nationalists and several
controversial police shootings
garnering attention — most notably
the 2016 mass shootings of police
officers in Dallas and Baton Rouge,
which came days after the widely
publicized fatal police shootings of
Castile and Sterling."®

A more recent example, which
began in January 2023 and

is ongoing, is the opposition

to the construction of a large
public safety training center for
both law enforcement and first
responders, commonly known
as “Cop City," in the Weelaunee
Forest near Atlanta. While there
is widespread opposition to the
construction of the facility, within
this broader movement is a
small coalition of various far-left
actors.'® Several individuals
associated with this coalition
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have infiltrated demonstrations
and turned otherwise peaceful
protests into violence. Both police
officers and protesters have been
injured in these violent clashes.

In October 2023, Georgia state
troopers shot and killed a protester
when he began firing a handgun
at them during an enforcement
operation.’® Several arrests have
also been made during separate
incidents.’®® Also, on Sept. 3, 2020,
U.S. Marshals shot and killed a
violent far-left extremist in Lacey,
Washington, as they attempted to
arrest him in connection with the
slaying of a Patriot Prayer protester
in Portland, Oregon. The suspect
reportedly displayed aggression
toward the federal agents prior to
being fatally shot."

However, beyond law enforcement,
there has been an increasing
number cases of intentionally
fatal attack attempts against
civilians, raising a question as to
whether there is a shift in targeting
behaviors enabled by a potential
erosion of “internal brakes” on
certain types of violence.’”” For
example, there have been notable
shooting attacks on immigration
detention facilities, Republican
members of Congress, and a
thwarted assassination of a

U.S. Supreme Court justice,
among other incidents, since
2017. These attacks have come
amid intensifying social division
and moral outrage over issues
related to border security, the
overturning of Roe v. Wade, and
the political attitudes toward the
Trump administration.'%

This publication anticipates that the
issue of law enforcement practices
and policies will continue to be
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an intense point of debate and a
sociopolitical flashpoint going into
the 2024 elections, especially as
legislation on police reforms has
stalled and moral outrage toward
federal agencies continues. For
the most part, within the broader
political left and right, this will
manifest as typical civic and
political activities such as lobbying,
voting, political assemblies, and in
some cases disruptive direct-action
tactics. However, the socially
contentious nature of these issues,
residing within a wider context

of elevated political polarization,
also means the risk of violence
against federal, state, and local law
enforcement and the Department
of Justice will continue to grow in
2024 and into 2025.

The likelihood of violence, including
both property damage and
attempted attacks against police
personnel by far-left actors, will be
especially elevated in places where
police-community relations are
already tense. Incidents such as
perceived unjustified use of police
force, fatal or not, against civilians,
especially if a member of a racial/
ethnic minority community, could
spark unrest, including violence.

The likelihood of violence,
particularly fatal attacks against
police and judicial personnel by
far-right actors, will be especially
elevated where Trump is or might
be convicted in the state and/

or federal court venues where
legal proceedings concerning his
alleged crimes are taking place.
Judges presiding over his cases
and prosecutors litigating against
him are at a particularly high risk
of assassination attempts, and the
judicial facilities where the trials
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are being held could be targets

of riots and other attacks.®

This is especially the case in
instances where Trump uses his
social media accounts to assail
the credibility and integrity of the
judicial personnel and processes
surrounding his court cases. FBI
and DOJ personnel and facilities
are also at risk of attack when there
is heightened publicity associated
with federal criminal court

cases involving Trump.

Conspiracy Theories
and Disinformation

The proliferation of false
information, whether in the form

of misinformation, disinformation,
and/or conspiracy theories plays an
influential role in the mobilization
of actors within the domestic
mainstream and extremist political
landscapes."? Before describing
and assessing the potential impact
of this issue further, it is necessary
to define key terms first (see chart).

While media outlets and
policymakers have been

sounding the alarm over mis- and
disinformation for many years,
including in the run-up to the

2024 elections, recent academic
research has poured cold water on
potentially overhyping the threat

it poses to democratic procedural
foundations and voter behavior.
Providing a roundup of the existing
research, scholars from New York
University's Center for Social Media
and Politics point out that: 1) mis/
disinformation constitutes a small
percentage of the content they
consume daily; 2) to the extent

it exists, mis/disinformation is
clustered around a tiny minority

of Americans; and 3) given the
U.S’s heavy political polarization,
most voters have already made up
their minds before Election Day,""
similar to other studies suggesting
‘fake news [mis/disinformation]

is more likely to enhance existing
beliefs and views rather than

Categories of False Information

‘ Description

Misinformation

Disinformation

radically change voting intentions
of the undecided.""?

To the extent mis/disinformation
does impact voter behavior, studies
suggest there are effects on
instigating political party defection
and informing voters’ (mis)
perceptions of electoral fairness,
which in turn influences their
decisions to participate (or not) in
elections.”® While scholars stress
that mis/disinformation’s effects
are modest on voter behaviors
within the overall electorate, they
can still have influential outcomes,
especially in highly competitive
elections — which is exactly what
pollsters have forecast the 2024
U.S. national elections to be.”*
Moreover, the same scholars from
New York University’s Center for
Social Media and Politics point
out that the full impact of artificial
intelligence, while still emerging,
has the potential to significantly
enhance both the scale and quality
of false information proliferating

in the public square. They also

False or inaccurate information that simply gets facts wrong without intent to
deliberately deceive the information consumer.'"®

False or inaccurate information that intentionally misstates facts or completely

fabricates information with the intent to mislead and/or deceive.'®

A belief that two or more actors have coordinated in secret to achieve an outcome,
and that their conspiracy is of public interest but not public knowledge. Within the

Conspiracy Theory

context of mis/disinformation, one of its key characteristics is that it is “epistemically
risky,” or that, when compared to other beliefs, is less plausible and less likely to be

true. Thus, conspiracy theories frequently reside within realms of misinformation and
disinformation.™”
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point out, consistent with other These conspiracy theories are example, denialism surrounding
studies, that certain platforms like common to the far right and have the 2020 presidential election
TikTok are especially vulnerableto  varying degrees of legitimacy within  results remains a common refrain

Al-charged disinformation based the wider mainstream political among many right-wing candidates

on their technical structure and right. They are disseminated and figures despite rulings by

their young user base’s relative widely over the internet via a federal judges, lawsuit dismissals,

susceptibility to believing false massive and steady stream investigative findings that ruled out

information compared to older of online misinformation and election fraud or vote tampering,

social media consumers (who disinformation. They are further and a Supreme Court ruling.'°

nevertheless are more likely to amplified by influential figures

share false information).’'® ranging from former political Similarly, QAnon and the Great
officials like Trump and former Replacement Theory continue to

Based on the authors’ knowledge of  National Security Advisor Michael thrive and grow among various

the field, they assess the following Flynn to media personalities such DVE movements, particularly
conspiracy theories, and associated as Tucker Carlson. Moreover, these  those on the far right. In the

mis/disinformation, to be most conspiracy theories and their past, these narratives have been
the influential in the next 12 closely linked mis/disinformation boosted by foreign actors like
months (see chart). remain persistently prevalent. For Russia and, to a lesser extent,

The Most Influential Conspiracy Theories for the Next 12 Months

‘ Description

Also referred to as the “Big Lie" by its critics, this conspiracy theory uses persistent election
denial misinformation and disinformation to advance the false notion that Trump was the
true victor of the 2020 U.S. presidential election. By extension, adherents of this conspiracy
theory stridently assert that Biden “stole” the election through mass election fraud.

Stop the Steal

This conspiracy theory asserts that a cabal of actors — such as Jews, Marxists, Democrats,
and others —are deliberately engaging in a long-term social engineering project by changing
the racial demographics of America. More specifically, the central claim is that various actors
and interests seek to turn the United States into a socialist state by allowing mass migration,
legally and illegally, of non-whites, who will presumably vote for Democrats, thereby allowing
the political left to win elections and enact its agenda. A closely related variant of this
conspiracy theory is “white genocide,” in which Jews and others are alleged to be conspiring
to enact a demographic decline of whites in historically European-dominated societies as part
of a long-term race war.

The Great
Replacement

This is simultaneously a “big tent” conspiracy theory with numerous subvariants around the
world and a global movement that tends to be antigovernment in ideological orientation.
In the United States (and many other Western nations), QAnon is a subcurrent of far-right
antigovernment extremism. As one expert explains, “The basic premise is that a group of
QAnon high-level military intelligence officials close to Trump, QAnon followers believe, are sending
out secret coded messages on these image boards about this great grand battle of good vs.
evil, in which Trump and what they call the Q Team are working to destroy a global cabal of
Satan-worshiping pedophiles, which the QAnon community believes is controlling everything.
And that includes politician(s), entertainment, and the media."""°

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 27 July 2024

% NEW LINES INSTITUTE


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org

China. Many of these conspiracy
theories are referenced in violent
far-right extremist manifestos
affiliated with mass shootings,
vehicle ramming attacks, and other
acts of domestic terrorism.™
Conspiracies and disinformation
will impact the recruitment, violent
radicalization, and mobilization

of extremists and increase their
potential for violence leading up
to and during the upcoming 2024
presidential election and beyond.
As noted earlier, conspiracies

and disinformation have become
increasingly mainstreamed, as
has the notion that violent and
criminal participants in the Jan. 6
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol are
considered “patriots."??

Meanwhile, the far left does

not have any salient conspiracy
theories commensurate with the
scale, volume of content, and level
of mainstream support found on
the far right. Nevertheless, far-left
actors have also been subject to
misinformation and disinformation
in the past from foreign actors
such as Russia and China. There
is also concern that social media
platforms with a significant youth
user demographic — a demographic
that also skews politically left and
is highly susceptible to believing
false information — such as
TikTok, will provide an important
avenue for false information.>
The current Israel-Hamas conflict
has also given malicious actors

an opportunity to disseminate
false information to multiple
parties with vested interests in

the conflict, including far leftists.
Recent activities involving a

heavy far-left presence, such as
pro-Palestinian protests on college
campuses, can serve as potential
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vectors for mis- and disinformation.
However, the U.S. intelligence
community recently assessed that
these political assemblies were

not fueled, thus far, by foreign
disinformation.?*

This analysis anticipates a rise in
false information disseminated
over social media and amplified by
political figures in more traditional
media outlets (e.g., television

and radio) in the run-up to the
2024 elections. It also expects
that conspiracy theories and their
associated mis/disinformation will
be circulating at a faster rate than
in non-electoral years. Conspiracy
theories favored by the far right
will mobilize extremists and wider
segments of the political right.
Most of this mobilization will
manifest in political assemblies
and in casting ballots for Trump
and his political allies. Trump uses
conspiracy theories, or themes
related to them, to continue stirring
up his base of supporters into
believing falsehoods such as the
2020 election was stolen.’?

The issue of artificial intelligence
being used to synthetically produce
‘deepfake” audiovisual material is
gaining public interest. While there
has been substantial attention

paid to how deepfakes can be

used in political disinformation
campaigns, there has been limited
empirical evidence to measure
their effects on political attitudes
and behaviors,'* including voting.
(Again, existing evidence suggests
disinformation in general has
modest impacts on voter behavior,
while other studies show that
deepfakes can be effective in
microtargeting campaigns,'? but
this limits the scalability of impact.)
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Moreover, while technology
continues to rapidly develop,
deepfakes — especially video and
visual material — often contain
production flaws that can be
spotted with the naked eye.’?®
Technological developments also
run in the opposite direction: There
has been a proliferation of firms
offering services that can detect
deepfakes, further mitigating their
potential impacts.'® Finally, the
very content of a deepfake can
also undermine its credibility to

a target audience. Studies have
pointed out that if the content of
mis/disinformation, such as a
politician’s statement on an issue,
seems to be out of step with what
they have previously said on the
matter, it is less likely to be believed
by its audience.™®

By comparison, although given
substantially less attention

among researchers, media, and
policymakers, “‘cheapfakes” are
another form of audiovisual
manipulation used to produce mis/
disinformation, but without the
assistance of artificial intelligence.
Cheapfakes are often created using
commercially available software
that can produce photoshopped,
re-contextualized and speed-
manipulated (i.e., sped up or slowed
down) material.’*' Compared to
deepfakes, cheapfakes require less
technical sophistication and time
to produce,’? yet they can be just
as potentially deceptive.’™ Most

of the much-publicized Russian
online disinformation operations
during the 2016 U.S. elections
were consistent with this latter
category of content and involved
low-tech methods.
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Although the growing use of
Al-disseminated and -generated
false information, including
deepfakes, is to be expected
relative to the amount of mis/
disinformation in the 2022
midterms,'®* this publication
anticipates that malicious actors
will likely continue to favor using
lower-tech methods of information

manipulation, including cheapfakes.

This is in large part due to lower
technological barriers to entry

for cheapfakes, the well-known
and easily accessible means to
engage in low-tech information
manipulation, and their ability to be
as persuasive as deepfakes. The
one area likely to see Al deployed
at mass scale is the attempts at
electoral interference, particularly
through frivolous administrative
requests that seek to challenge the
validity of voter databases.

The U.S'’s false information
landscape is further complicated
by the active roles foreign states,
namely Russia and China, are
playing. Both countries have a
shared interest in countering

U.S. and allied influence around
the world while expanding their
own. China wishes to continue
expanding its diplomatic and
economic “soft” power in
strategically-important regions
such as the Middle East' and
sub-Saharan Africa.'® Moreover, it
wishes to extend its rule, by force
if necessary, over Taiwan, which it
regards as a breakaway province.’®’
Taiwan is also strategic in that it is
the global center of semiconductor
chip manufacturing™® and is a
linchpin in U.S. efforts to prevent
China from achieving a strategic
military breakout into the wider
Pacific Basin.™® Russia wishes
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A woman views a manipulated video on Jan. 24, 2019, that changes what is said
by President Donald Trump and former President Barack Obama, illustrating
how deepfake technology can deceive viewers. (Rob Lever / AFP via Getty Images)

to weaken U.S. and allied military
support for Ukraine, which it
believes represents a strategic
threat to its interests,* especially if
it becomes a NATO member.

To the extent that Russia and

China are actively engaged in mis/
disinformation operations directed
at the United States, they are

likely to attempt influencing the
2024 elections. Consistent with

at least some media reports, this
publication assesses that both
nations will attempt to influence the
elections in a way that they believe
will aid Trump because they see his
political victory as beneficial to their
key interests. Despite his bellicose
rhetoric toward China, some
evidence indicates that Trump is
indifferent to Taiwan's security
concerns and that if China were to
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militarily invade the island, he may
either not come to its aid or be slow
to act.”" As for Russia, Trump's
positions on military aid to Ukraine
have ranged from effectively
opposing it'*? to being critical, but
otherwise procedurally neutral,’*
prompting concerns that he would
overtly or tacitly condone Moscow's
efforts to dominate Kyiv. Moreover,
large segments of his base,
particularly on the far right, are also
opposed to further involvement.
This could put additional pressure
on him to withdraw support, should
he be the victor in November.'#

However, consistent with the
above-mentioned summary

of empirical research on the
effects of mis/disinformation,
the authors judge that mis/
disinformation likely will have a
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minimal overall effect in the next

12 months. This is in significant
part because of the awareness
among U.S. intelligence agencies,
non-governmental research entities,
private tech companies, and the
public at-large of foreign-run false
information campaigns.

In terms of political activities

based on, or weaponizing, false
information to impact electoral
processes and outcomes, this
analysis judges that domestic
actors, particularly ones motivated
by far-right election denialist beliefs,
pose the greatest threat to U.S.
democratic procedural foundations.
This is largely due to the influence
of Trump (and his allies) as a
booster, legitimizer, and inspiration
for the production and mass
dissemination of false information.
It is also based on supporters,
believing in election denialism and
mass voter fraud conspiracies,

in positions of authority and with
access to electoral infrastructure.

One of the effects of mis/
disinformation and conspiracy
theories is increasing distrust

in societal institutions such

as government agencies, law
enforcement, courts, libraries,
and the media. Many extremist
individuals believe that these
institutions are corrupt and are
working against their interests.
This lack of trust can lead to a
willingness to engage in violence
and criminal activity to promote
their political and social grievances.
False information has also
contributed to ongoing extremist
recruitment, radicalization,

and mobilization toward
violence since 2016.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY

This analysis anticipates there

will be increased attempts by
Trump supporters to disrupt

or otherwise interfere with the
electoral process. This can include
a range of potential threats,
including malicious insiders such
as biased electoral officials™®

and far-right law enforcement
actors (e.g. Constitutional Sheriffs
movement supporters) who are
legally vested with operating and
safeguarding electoral systems,
to outside agitators who will

seek to intimidate or otherwise
discourage the lawful right to vote.
It will also extend to attempts by
state and nonstate far-right actors
to suppress voter registration
efforts through both manipulation
of the legal system and unlawful
actions such as “deception and
intimidation efforts."46

Regarding political violence, any
Trump indictment, potential arrest
and/or criminal conviction, court
ruling against, removal from the
ballot, or election loss can be a
trigger that causes one or more
supporters to cross the threshold
from law-abiding individual to
violent extremist. Trump has

a dedicated and passionate

base of supporters who may

feel strongly about defending

him, especially if they believe

he is being unfairly targeted

or persecuted (whether such
persecution is real or perceived).
In such a scenario, there is a risk
that some of his followers could
resort to violent actions. Given
the increasing digital dependence
in the world, conspiracy theories,
misinformation, and disinformation
are becoming mainstays online.
Therefore, this publication
assesses that conspiracy theories,
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misinformation, and disinformation
will continue to have a major
influence on those extremists who
choose violence to retaliate or
avenge their perceived grievances
in the next 12 months and beyond.

By contrast, far-left conspiracy
theories and false information
mixed with facts will, intentionally
or not, further stoke moral outrage
about the death and destruction
occurring in the armed conflict
between Israel and Hamas in the
Gaza Strip. This will fuel further
action to engage in real-world
mobilization such as mostly
nonviolent, disruptive, and
occasionally destructive direct-
action tactics like the occupation
of public spaces and unlawful entry
into college buildings. There is
also a high probability that, absent
some politically seismic event such
as policy changes perceived as
significant, moral outrage will also
carry into voter behaviors among
segments of the wider political
left, who may either choose to
vote for third party candidates

or simply sit out the election. In
turn, this can have a significant
effect on electoral outcomes for
key national races, including the
presidency — particularly in places
where campaigns are predicted

to be highly competitive. In the
event of a Trump electoral victory,
a mass countermobilization by
the wider political left is expected,
driven by concerns about potential
democratic backsliding and
encroaching illiberalism. The risk of
violence, including attempted fatal
attacks, will significantly rise in the
weeks between Election Day and
Inauguration Day.
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2024 Presidential Election

The 2024 U.S. presidential election
cycle is in full swing. As is typical
with any electoral season, itis a
time of political organizing and
mobilization. During such seasons,
candidates can use fiery rhetoric to
grab public attention, score political
points, energize supporters,

and win over undecided voters.
Compared to midterms and off
years, these dynamics intensify
during presidential election cycles.
The rhetorically heated nature

of elections can exacerbate the
aforementioned sociopolitical
challenges posed by political
polarization, social divergences
over wedge issues, and confusion
stemming from conspiracy
theories and false information.

However, this upcoming election is
projected to be especially heated
considering statements previously
made by political candidates,
most notably Trump, who,

among other things:

®m stated his willingness to “act as
a dictator for a day” if elected,

m  explicitly stated he will consider
pardoning convicted Jan. 6
insurrectionists,

B persistently maintains
the 2020 election was
“stolen” from him and,

m stated that the risk of political
violence from his supporters
‘depends on the fairness
of an election."

While maintaining his own feisty
style of rhetoric, Biden has not
made bombastic statements the
way Trump has on domestic issues
that easily lend themselves to
illiberal, authoritarian, and violent
interpretations. Nevertheless,
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How 2024 Impacts Extremists

What each presidential candidate’s appointment to office implies for
violent extremist activity in the United States.

A Increase

Activity Level:

Source: Daryl Johnson and Alejandro Beutel

there is rapidly rising and robust
discontent with his foreign policies
regarding the Israel-Hamas conflict
that has further inflamed moral
outrage regarding the growing
numbers of civilian casualties.
This has created a rift on the
wider political left that has led to
mobilizations including lodging
protest votes in Democratic Party
primaries, political assemblies
across the country (especially

on college campuses), and
occasional street violence. If recent
investigative reporting is accurate,
pro-Palestine activists are also
planning to engage in disruptive
direct-action tactics, including the
possibility of instigating violence
with police, at the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago in
mid-August 2024748
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As in the 2020 and 2022 election
seasons, there are plenty of
concerns relating to potential
DVE threats during the months
leading up to and after the vote
in November. Social and political
violence preceding the 2020
presidential election, ongoing
election-related threats observed
in 2020 and 2022, as well as

the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection
highlight the dangers of America’s
current polarizing political and
social climate. Such a strongly
divisive climate will continue
throughout 2024, into 2025 and
beyond. Adversarial nation-states,
such as Russia and China, will
attempt to exploit some of

this polarization through mis/
disinformation operations.™?
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The political and social polarization
in the U.S. has been growing for
decades, with many individuals
on both sides of the political
spectrum feeling deeply entrenched
in their beliefs, according to media
reporting.’™' This polarization

has coincided with an increase

in extremist activity and adverse
behavior, with some individuals
willing to engage in violence and

presidential election approaches
and months after it concludes.

Conclusion

The United States faces a period of
increased risk of political violence

and terrorism in the months leading
up to the 2024 presidential election
and into 2025. Although extremists

than their far-left counterparts.
Threats from the far right are
facilitated and enabled by at least
four variables: political polarization,
the upcoming 2024 national
elections, the impact of divergent
responses to social wedge issues,
and the effects of conspiracy
theories and disinformation in
fueling actor mobilization. Who

on both sides of the political
spectrum are mobilized and pose
challenges to democracy and public
safety, far-right extremists are
judged to be a much greater threat

these actors are, along with the
potential impacts of external
shocks like foreign conflicts and
emerging disruptive technologies,
will be discussed in Part Two. O

criminal activity to promote their
social and political agendas. If this
polarization continues, it could
enable further violence and unrest
throughout the country as the 2024

Biographies

Alejandro Beutel is a Non-Resident
Fellow at the New Lines Institute,
specializing in the study and analysis
of violent and non-violent Islamist
and far-right movements. He is also

a Research Affiliate at the National
Consortium for the Study of Terrorism
and Responses to Terrorism (START).

Daryl Johnson is one of the foremost
experts on domestic extremist groups
in the U.S. He is a Non-Resident Fellow
at the New Lines Institute.

Endnotes

1 Office of Intelligence and Analysis. (2009). Rightwing Extremism. Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization and
Recruitment. U.S. Department of Homeland Security. https://irp.fas.org/eprint/rightwing.pdf

2 For example, see: National Intelligence Council. (2021). Global trends 2040: A more contested world. Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/gt2040-home.

3 Office of Intelligence and Analysis. (2009). Rightwing Extremism: Current Economic and Political Climate Fueling Resurgence in Radicalization and
Recruitment. U.S. Department of Homeland Security. https://irp.fas.org/eprint/rightwing.pdf

4 For example, see: National Intelligence Council. (2021). Global trends 2040: A more contested world. Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/gt2040-home.

5 Ravndal, J. A. (2017). Right-wing terrorism and violence in Western Europe: A comparative analysis [Doctoral dissertation]. https://www.duo.uio.no,
bitstream/handle/10852/60365/PhD-Ravndal-2017.pdf ?sequence=4+#page=14.

6 Jasko, K., LaFree, G., Piazza, J., & Becker, M. H. (2022). A comparison of political violence by left-wing, right-wing, and Islamist extremists in the United
States and the world. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 119(30), e2122593119. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2122593119.

7 Haghani, M., Kuligowski, E., Rajabifard, A., & Lentini, P. (2022). Fifty years of scholarly research on terrorism: Intellectual progression, structural
composition, trends and knowledge gaps of the field. /nternational Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 68, 102714. https://doi.org/10.1016/i.

ijdrr.2021.102714.

8 Beutel, A., & Johnson, D. (2024, January 16). Operating under the radar: Violent left-wing extremism is becoming more dangerous. New Lines Institute
for Strategy and Policy. https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-
dangerous/.

9 Center for Extremism. (2022, August 4). Right-wing extremism in the 2022 primaries. Anti-Defamation League. Retrieved May 9, 2024, from https://

www.adl.org/resources/blog/right-wing-extremism-2022-primaries; Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights. (2022, June). Breaching the
mainstream: A special report by the Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights. https://irehr.org/reports/breaching-the-mainstream/.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 39 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://irp.fas.org/eprint/rightwing.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/gt2040-home
https://irp.fas.org/eprint/rightwing.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/gt2040-home
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2122593119
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2021.102714
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2021.102714
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/right-wing-extremism-2022-primaries
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/right-wing-extremism-2022-primaries
https://irehr.org/reports/breaching-the-mainstream/

N

10 Center for Extremism. (2022, August 4). Right-wing extremism in the 2022 primaries. Anti-Defamation League. Retrieved May 9, 2024, from https://
www.adLorg/resources/blog/right-wing-extremism-2022-primaries; Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights. (2022, June). Breaching
the mainstream: A special report by the Institute for Research and Education on Human Rights. https://irehr.org/reports/breaching-the-mainstream/;
Graves, L. (2014, July 10). 7he Koch brothers: The extremist roots run deep. The Progressive Magazine. https://progressive.org/latest/koch-brothers-
extremist-roots-run-deep/.

11 Bernal, R. (2024, March 20). 7op Latina advocates decry Trump’s ‘not people’ comments. The Hill. https://thehill.com/latino/4545302-latina-advocates-
trump-immigrants-not-people/.

12 Pitofsky, M. (2023, December 11). Donald Trump repeats comment he would be a dictator for one day’ if reelected in 2024. USA Today. https://eu.usatoday.
com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/12/11/donald-trump-dictator-one-day-reelected/71880010007/.

13 Jackson, D. (2023, November 11). Donald Trump’s use of the word ‘vermin’ draws more comparisons to Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. USA Today.
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/11/13/donald-trump-vermin-hitler-mussolini/71567397007/; Smith, D. (2024, March 23). 7¢//
be bedlam’: How Trump is creating conditions for a post-election eruption. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/ma1/23/donald-
trump-political-violence-fears-us-election.

14 Price, M. L. (2024, April 5). Former Trump officials are among the most vocal opponents of returning him to the White House. Associated Press. https://
archive.fo/gJ77q.

15 An illustrative example is the right-wing Washington, D.C. policy think-tank, Heritage Foundation. See: Cf. Salama, V. (2024, July 5). Trump distances
himself from conservative ‘Project 2025 agenda. Wall Street Journal. https://www.wsj.com/politics/elections/donald-trump-project-2025-dcd 4ad 47
Garcia-Navarro, L. (2024, January 21). /nside the Heritage Foundation's plans for ‘institutionalizing Trumpism’. New York Times Magazine. https://
archive.fo/hocUS.

16 Bustillo, X. (2024, March 15). As Trump continues to remake RNC in his image, new memo outlines what that looks like. National Public Radio. https://
www.npr.org/2024/03/15/1238765442/rnc-trump-republicans-whatley-lara-election-inte, voter-fraud-early-voting; Lafond, N. (2024, March 27).
RNC makes it official: Election denialism is part of Republicans’ 2024 strategy. Talking Points Memo. https://archive.is/O03LQ.

17 Lowell, H. (2024 April 8) Trump’s RNC takeover trzggers strife and staff exits as purge partly backfires. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/
/ k bli ife.

18 On Donald Trump’s effect on violent far-right mobilization, see: Nacos, B. L., Shapiro, R. Y., & Bloch-Elkon, Y. (2020). Donald Trump: Aggressive
rhetoric and political violence. Perspectives on Terrorism, I4(5), 2-25. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26940036. On his effect on far-left mobilization, see:
Beutel, A. J., & Johnson, D. (2024, January 16). Operating under the radar: Violent left-wing extremism is becoming more dangerous. New Lines Institute
for Strategy and Policy. https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-

dangerous/.

19 Miller, L., & Weiser, W. R. (2023, May 3). 7%e election deniers’ playbook for 2024. Brennan Center for Justice. https://archive.fo/qBSbZ. Although the
report outlines 14 distinct tactics used by election deniers to engage in electoral interference, we have grouped them into 4 overarching categories for the
purposes of simplicity and parsimony.

20 Miller, L., & Weiser, W. R. (2023, May 3). 7%e election deniers’ playbook for 2024. Brennan Center for Justice. https://archive.fo/qBSbZ.

21 Miller, L., & Weiser, W. R. (2023, May 3). The election deniers’ playbook for 2024. Brennan Center for Justice. https://archive.fo/qBSbZ. Also see:

Montellaro, Z. (2022, July 13). Election officials fear copycat attacks as ‘insider threats’ loom. Politico. https://www.politico.com/news/2022/07/13/election-
fraud-local-states-00045444.

22 Brewster, A. (2022, January 4). Key local election officials in battleground states still face threats over a year after 2020 election. CBS News. https://www.
cbsnews.com/news/election-officials-threats-2020-election/.

23 Autrey, R. (2021, June 16). One in three election officials report feeling unsafe because of their job. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.
brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/one-three-election-officials-report-feeling-unsafe-because-their-job.

24 Brewster, A. (2022, January 4). Key local election officials in battleground states still face threats over a year after 2020 election. CBS News. https://www.
cbsnews.com/news/election-officials-threats-2020-election/.

25 Norden, L., & Tisler, D. (2021, December 8). Addressing insider threats in elections. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.brennancenter.org/our-
work/analysis-opinion/addressing-insider-threats-elections.

26 Miller, L., & Weiser, W. R. (2023, May 3). The election deniers’ playbook for 2024. Brennan Center for Justice. https://archive.fo/qBSbZ.

27 Mizelle, S. (2023, February 22). Lawmakers in 32 states have introduced bills to restrict voting so far this legislative session. CNN. https://www.cnn.
com/2023/02/22/politics/restrict-voting-bills-introduced-us/index.html; Baker, M. (2022, February 2). Rejected mail ballots are showing racial disparities.
The New York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/02/us/mail-voting-black-latino.html.

28 Saran, S. (2021). Suppressing the vote: Voter identification laws and their impact on voter turnout (28415421) [Master’s thesis]. ProQuest Dissertations
and Theses Global; Hajnal, Z., Lajevardi, N., & Nielson, L. (2017). Voter identification laws and the suppression of minority votes. 7/e Journal of Politics,
79(2), 363-379. https://doi.org/10.1086/688343.

29 Nawaz, A. (2018, October 16). How restrictive voting requirements target minorities. PBS NewsHour. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-
restrictive- Votmg regulrements target minorities; Garrett, M. (2020 October 30) How mall ~in ba/lot c/zallenges and long lmes impact minority voters.
il-i )\ t-

30 Nawaz, A. (2018, October 16). How restrictive voting requirements target minorities. PBS NewsHour. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-
restrictive-voting-requirements-target-minorities; Garrett, M. (2020, October 30). How mail-in ballot challenges and long lines impact minority voters.
CBS News. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/mail-in-ballot-challenges-long-voting-lines-disproportionately-impact-minority-voters/; Barreto, M. A.,
Nuiio, S. A., & Sanchez, G. R. (2009). The disproportionate impact of Voter-ID requirements on the electorate—New evidence from Indiana. PS: Political
Science & Politics, 42(1), 111-116. https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096509090283.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 33 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/right-wing-extremism-2022-primaries
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/right-wing-extremism-2022-primaries
https://irehr.org/reports/breaching-the-mainstream/
https://progressive.org/latest/koch-brothers-extremist-roots-run-deep/
https://progressive.org/latest/koch-brothers-extremist-roots-run-deep/
https://thehill.com/latino/4545302-latina-advocates-trump-immigrants-not-people/
https://thehill.com/latino/4545302-latina-advocates-trump-immigrants-not-people/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/12/11/donald-trump-dictator-one-day-reelected/71880010007/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/12/11/donald-trump-dictator-one-day-reelected/71880010007/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/11/13/donald-trump-vermin-hitler-mussolini/71567397007/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/mar/23/donald-trump-political-violence-fears-us-election
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/mar/23/donald-trump-political-violence-fears-us-election
https://archive.fo/gJ77q
https://archive.fo/gJ77q
https://www.wsj.com/politics/elections/donald-trump-project-2025-dcd4ad47 
https://archive.fo/hocUS
https://archive.fo/hocUS
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/15/1238765442/rnc-trump-republicans-whatley-lara-election-integrity-voter-fraud-early-voting
https://www.npr.org/2024/03/15/1238765442/rnc-trump-republicans-whatley-lara-election-integrity-voter-fraud-early-voting
https://archive.is/O03LQ
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/apr/08/rnc-trump-takeover-republican-strife
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/apr/08/rnc-trump-takeover-republican-strife
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26940036
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://archive.fo/qBSbZ
https://archive.fo/qBSbZ
https://archive.fo/qBSbZ
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/07/13/election-fraud-local-states-00045444
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/07/13/election-fraud-local-states-00045444
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-officials-threats-2020-election/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-officials-threats-2020-election/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/one-three-election-officials-report-feeling-unsafe-because-their-job
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/one-three-election-officials-report-feeling-unsafe-because-their-job
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-officials-threats-2020-election/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-officials-threats-2020-election/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/addressing-insider-threats-elections
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/addressing-insider-threats-elections
https://archive.fo/qBSbZ
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/22/politics/restrict-voting-bills-introduced-us/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/22/politics/restrict-voting-bills-introduced-us/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/02/us/mail-voting-black-latino.html
https://doi.org/10.1086/688343
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-restrictive-voting-requirements-target-minorities
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-restrictive-voting-requirements-target-minorities
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/mail-in-ballot-challenges-long-voting-lines-disproportionately-impact-minority-voters/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-restrictive-voting-requirements-target-minorities
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-restrictive-voting-requirements-target-minorities
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/mail-in-ballot-challenges-long-voting-lines-disproportionately-impact-minority-voters/
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096509090283

N

31 Saran, S. (2021). Suppressing the vote: Voter identification laws and their impact on voter turnout (28415421) [Master’s thesis]. ProQuest Dissertations and
Theses Global.

32 Barreto, M. A, Nuilo, S. A., & Sanchez, G. R. (2009). The disproportionate impact of Voter-ID requirements on the electorate—New evidence from
Indiana. PS: Political Science & Politics, 42(1), 111-116. https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096509090283.

33 Saran, S. (2021). Suppressing the vote: Voter identification laws and their impact on voter turnout (28415421) [Master’s thesis]. ProQuest Dissertations
and Theses Global.

34 Miller, L., & Weiser, W. R. (2023, May 3). 7%e election deniers’ playbook for 2024. Brennan Center for Justice. https://archive.fo/qBSbZ.

35 Miller, L., & Weiser, W. R. (2023, May 3). 7%e election deniers’ playbook for 2024. Brennan Center for Justice. https://archive.fo/qBSbZ. Also see:
Gilbert, D. (2024, April 8). Inside the election denial groups planning to disrupt November. WIRED. https://wwwwired.com/story/election-denial-groups-
november-2024/; Kelly, M. (2024, April 11). How election deniers are weaponizing tech to disrupt November. Wired Politics Lab [ Audio podcast episode].
https://play.prx.org/listen?ge=prx_5802_elf48334-d521-40b5-9154-5a9ab826e417&uf=https%3A%2F %2Fpublicfeeds.net%2Ff%2F5802%2Fhave-a-nice-
future.

36 Folkenflik, D. (2010, July 20). Conservative media stokes New Black Panther story. National Public Radio. https://www.npr.org/2010/07/20/128647537,
conservative-media-stokes-new-black-panther-story.

37 Beitsch, R. (2022, January 17). Lawmakers coming under increased threats — sometimes from one another. The Hill. https://thehill.com/policy/national-
security/590058-lawmakers-coming-under-increased-threats-sometimes-from-one-anothery.

38 Beitsch, R. (2022, January 17). Lawmakers coming under increased threats — sometimes from one another. The Hill. https://thehill.com/policy/national-

security/590058-lawmakers-coming-under-increased-threats-sometimes-from-one-anothery.

39 Ramachandran, G., Lee, C., Kornberg, M., Peeler-Allen, K., Edin, R., Fishman, J., Park, J., & Short, G. Y. (2024). Metfodology: Intimidation of state and
local officeholders —- the threat to democracy. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.brennancenter.org/media/12122/download.

40 Ramachandran, G., Lee, C., Kornberg, M., Peeler-Allen, K., Edin, R., Fishman, J., Park, J., & Short, G. Y. (2024). Intimidation of state and local
officeholders — the threat to democracy. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/intimidation-state-and-

local-officeholders; Filindra, A. (2024, April 12). Violent threats against politicians are a risk to democracy. Chicago Sun-Times. https://chicago.suntimes.
com/democracy/2024/04/12/violent-rhetoric-politics-people-of-color-survey-democracy-uic-alexandra-filindra.

4] Montlake, S. (2022 April 4). Rage from the rzg/zt Threats agamst lawmakers rise for the GOR too. The Christian Science Monitor. https://www.csmonitor.
Rage-from-the-right-Th .

42 Beutel, A., & Johnson, D. (2024, January 16). Operating under the radar: Violent left-wing extremism is becoming more dangerous. New Lines Institute
for Strategy and Policy. https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-

dangerous/.

43 Beutel, A., & Johnson, D. (2020, August 3). Far-right extremist mobilization surges during U.S. unrest. New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy.
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/far-right-extremist-mobilization-surges-durin,

44 Kohler, J. (2021, January 19). “Sense of entitlement’: Rioters faced few consequences invading state capitols. No wonder t/zey turned to the U.S. capltol next.
ProPublica. https://www.propublica.org/article/sense-of-entitlement-rioters-faced-no-consequences-invadin, r

to-the-u-s-capitol-next.
45 CivicPulse, & Bridging Divides Initiative. (2024, May 9). Survey of local elected officials on threats and harassment: QI 2024. https://bridgingdivides.
princeton.edu/sites/g/files/toruqf6646/files/documents/BDI_Threats%20and%20Harassment%20Benchmarking%20Report_Q1%202024.pdf.

46 VanderHart, D., & Wilson, C. (2021, May 1). Oregon lawmaker who opened state capitol to far-right protesters faces charges. National Public Radio.
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/01/992713857/oregon-lawmaker-who-opened-state-capitol-to-far-right-protesters-faces-charges.

47 Steck, E., & Kaczynski, A. (2021, May 14). Since-deleted video s/zows Marjjorze 7t aylor G'reene /zarassmgA/exandrza Ocasio- Cortezs ofﬁce during 2019
Capitol Hill visit. CNN. https://edition.cnn.com/202 Kkfile- 1 .

48 Montlake, S. (2022, April 4). Rage from the right: Threats against lawmakers rise for the GOR, too. The Christian Science Monitor. https:{[www.

csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too.

49 Steck, E., & Kaczynski, A. (2021, May 14). Since-deleted video shows Marjorie Taylor Greene harassing Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's office during 2019
Capitol Hill visit. CNN. https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/14/politics/kfile-marjorie-taylor-greene-alexandria-ocasio-cortez/index.html.

50 Dobkin, R. (2024, May 8). Republicans warn of “massive Muslim takeover”. Newsweek. Retrieved May 10, 2024, from https://www.newsweek.com
republicans-warn-massive-muslim-takeover-1898552.

51 Southern Poverty Law Center. (n.d.). Constitutional sheriffs. Retrieved May 10, 2024, from https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/
ideology/constitutional-sheriffs; Center on Extremism. (2021, September 20). 7he Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (CSPOA)
and Richard Mack: How extremists are successfully infiltrating law enforcement. Anti-Defamation League. https://www.adl.org/resources/report,
constitutional-sheriffs-and-peace-officers-association-cspoa-and-richard-mack-how.

52 Southern Poverty Law Center. (n.d.). Constitutional sheriffs. Retrieved May 10, 2024, from https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-
files/ideology/constitutional-sheriffs; States United Democracy Center, & Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection. (2022). Fact sheet:
“Constitutional Sheriffs” and elections. Georgetown Law School. https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/09,
Constitutional-Sheriffs-Fact-Sheet.pdf; Farris, E. M., & Holman, M. R. (2023). Sheriffs, rightBwing extremism, and the limits of U.S. federalism during a
crisis. Social Science Quarterly, 104(2), 59-68. https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13244.

53 Women’s Donor Network. (2020). Confronting the demographics of power: America’s sheriffs. https://wholeads.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/
reflectivedemocracy-americassheriffs-06.04.2020.pdf

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 34 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096509090283
https://archive.fo/qBSbZ
https://archive.fo/qBSbZ
https://www.wired.com/story/election-denial-groups-november-2024/
https://www.wired.com/story/election-denial-groups-november-2024/
https://play.prx.org/listen?ge=prx_5802_e1f48334-d521-40b5-9154-5a9ab826e417&uf=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicfeeds.net%2Ff%2F5802%2Fhave-a-nice-future
https://play.prx.org/listen?ge=prx_5802_e1f48334-d521-40b5-9154-5a9ab826e417&uf=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicfeeds.net%2Ff%2F5802%2Fhave-a-nice-future
https://www.npr.org/2010/07/20/128647537/conservative-media-stokes-new-black-panther-story
https://www.npr.org/2010/07/20/128647537/conservative-media-stokes-new-black-panther-story
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/590058-lawmakers-coming-under-increased-threats-sometimes-from-one-another/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/590058-lawmakers-coming-under-increased-threats-sometimes-from-one-another/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/590058-lawmakers-coming-under-increased-threats-sometimes-from-one-another/
https://thehill.com/policy/national-security/590058-lawmakers-coming-under-increased-threats-sometimes-from-one-another/
https://www.brennancenter.org/media/12122/download
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/intimidation-state-and-local-officeholders
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/intimidation-state-and-local-officeholders
https://chicago.suntimes.com/democracy/2024/04/12/violent-rhetoric-politics-people-of-color-survey-democracy-uic-alexandra-filindra
https://chicago.suntimes.com/democracy/2024/04/12/violent-rhetoric-politics-people-of-color-survey-democracy-uic-alexandra-filindra
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/far-right-extremist-mobilization-surges-during-u-s-unrest/
https://www.propublica.org/article/sense-of-entitlement-rioters-faced-no-consequences-invading-state-capitols-no-wonder-they-turned-to-the-u-s-capitol-next
https://www.propublica.org/article/sense-of-entitlement-rioters-faced-no-consequences-invading-state-capitols-no-wonder-they-turned-to-the-u-s-capitol-next
https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/sites/g/files/toruqf6646/files/documents/BDI_Threats%20and%20Harassment%20Benchmarking%20Report_Q1%202024.pdf
https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/sites/g/files/toruqf6646/files/documents/BDI_Threats%20and%20Harassment%20Benchmarking%20Report_Q1%202024.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/01/992713857/oregon-lawmaker-who-opened-state-capitol-to-far-right-protesters-faces-charges
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/14/politics/kfile-marjorie-taylor-greene-alexandria-ocasio-cortez/index.html
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/14/politics/kfile-marjorie-taylor-greene-alexandria-ocasio-cortez/index.html
https://www.newsweek.com/republicans-warn-massive-muslim-takeover-1898552
https://www.newsweek.com/republicans-warn-massive-muslim-takeover-1898552
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/constitutional-sheriffs
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/constitutional-sheriffs
https://www.adl.org/resources/report/constitutional-sheriffs-and-peace-officers-association-cspoa-and-richard-mack-how
https://www.adl.org/resources/report/constitutional-sheriffs-and-peace-officers-association-cspoa-and-richard-mack-how
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/constitutional-sheriffs
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/constitutional-sheriffs
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/09/Constitutional-Sheriffs-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/09/Constitutional-Sheriffs-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13244
https://wholeads.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/reflectivedemocracy-americassheriffs-06.04.2020.pdf
https://wholeads.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/reflectivedemocracy-americassheriffs-06.04.2020.pdf

N

54 Farris, E. M., & Holman, M. R. (2023). Sheriffs, rightBwing extremism, and the limits of U.S. federalism during a crisis. Socia/ Science Quarterly, 104(2),
59-68. https://doi.org/10.1111 ssqu.13244.

55 Himmelman, K. (2024, April 18). Constitutional sheriffs group plans to insert itself into more aspects of the voting process in 2024. Talking Points
Memo. https://talkingpointsmemo.com/news/constitutional-sheriffs-group-plans-to-insert-itself-into-more-aspects-of-the-voting-process-in-2024;
Zadrozny, B. (2024, April 18). A sheriff a felon and a conspiracy theorist walk into a hotel. They're there for the same conference. NBC News. https://www.
nbcnews.com/news/us-news/constitutional-sheriffs-las-vegas-conference-rcnal47487.

56 Gilbert, D. (2024, April 18). Far-right sheriffs want a citizen army to stop ‘illegal immigrant’ voters. WIRED. https://www.wired.com/story/constitutional-
sheriffs-election-deniers-immigrants-voting/.

57 Pishko, J. (2023, January 13). The fringe ideology of “constitutional sheriffs” is attracting believers within Texas law enforcement. The Texas Tribune.
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/01/13/constitutional-sheriffs-texas/; Cooper, C. (2019, April 29). New Mexico’s constitutional sheriffs pave the way for
militias patrolling the border. Political Research Associates. https://politicalresearch.org/2019/04/29/new-mexicos-constitutional-sheriffs-pave-the-way-
for-militias-patrolling-the-border.

58 Donahue, S. T. (2023). The politics of police. American Sociological Review, 88(4), 656-680. https://doi.org/10.1177/00031224231173070; German, M.
(2020, August 27). Hidden in plain sight: Racism, white supremacy, and far-right militancy in law enforcement. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.
brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law.

59 Johnson, V. B. (2019). KKK in the PD: White supremacist police and what to do about it. Lewis & Clark Law Review, 25(1), 205-261. https://law.Iclark.
edu/live/files/28080-1cb23larticle2johnsonpdf; German, M. (2020, August 27). Hidden in plain sight: Racism, white supremacy, and far-right militancy in
law enforcement. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-

and-far-right-militancy-law.
60 Harte, J., & Ulmer, A. (2022, May 6). U.S. police trainers with far-right ties are teaching hundreds of cops. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/investigates
special-report/usa-police-extremism/.

61 Johnson, V. B. (2019). KKK in the PD: White supremacist police and what to do about it. Lewis & Clark Law Review, 23(1), 205-261. https://law.lclark
edu/live/files/28080-Icb23larticle2johnsonpdf; German, M. (2020, August 27). Hidden in plain sight: Ractsm white supremacy, and far- rlg/zt ml/ltancy in
law enforcement. Brennan Center for Justice. https: .br Kk h-r lai ht-

and-far-right-militancy-law.

62 Christophi, H. (2021, November 18). 7%e lone wolf in the henhouse. Progressive.org. https://progressive.org/magazine/lone-wolf-in-the-henhouse-
christophi/.

63 Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2006). White supremacist infiltration of law enforcement. https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06
Jan-6-Clearinghouse-FBI-Intelligence-Assessment-White-Supremacist-Infiltration-of-Law-Enforcement-Oct-17-2006-UNREDACTED.pdf.

64 Newton, C. (2021, December 23). D.C. Police closely watched anti-racist groups for years. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org
hatewatch/2021/12/23/dc-police-closely-watched-anti-racist-groups-years; Devereaux, R. (2020, July 15). Leaked documents show pollce /cnew  far- rlg/zt
extremists were the real threat at protests, not ‘Antifa.” The Intercept. https://theintercept.com/2020/07/15/george-floyd ;
German, M., Levinson-Waldman, R., & Mueller-Hsia, K. (2022). Ending fusion center abuses: A roadmap for robust federal oversight. Brennan Center for
Justice. https:;//www.brennancenter.org/media/10625/download, P. 3-4.

65 Huus, K. (2012, May 11). Outrage, calls for action over anti-Muslim materials in military training. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world
outrage-calls-action-over-anti-muslim-materials-military-training-flna767253; Ackerman, S. (2011, November 29). Obama orders government to

clean up terror training. WIRED. https://wwwwired.com/2011/11/obama-islamophobia-review/; Newton, C. (2022, December 9). California trains cops,
prison guards with anti-Muslim video. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2022/12/09/california-trains-cops-prison-
guards-anti-muslim-video; Newton, C. (2022, December 9). California trains cops, prison guards with anti-Muslim video. Southern Poverty Law Center.
https://www.splcenter.or hatewatch 2022/12/09/california-trains-cops-prison-guards-anti-muslim-video; Sacirbey, O. (2014, March 12). Anti-Muslim
speakers still popular in law enforcement training. Religion News Service. https://religionnews.com/2014/03/12/anti-muslim-speakers-still-popular-law-
enforcement-training/; Khan, A. (2011, September 15). #BI training materials: Mainstream Muslims are violent, radical. PBS FRONTLINE. https://www.
bs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/fbi-training-materials-mainstream-muslims-are-violent-radical/.

66 Rabinowitz, H. (2023, May 19). Pentagon leaks suspect to remain detained as he awaits trial. CNN. https://www.cnn.com/2023/05/19/politics/jack-
teixeira-detention-hearing/index.html; Harris, S., Oakford, S., & Deghanpoor, C. (2023, May 13). Alleged leaker fixated on guns and envisioned ‘race war"'.
Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/05/13/jack-teixeira-discord-leaked-documents/.

67 Kunzelman, M. (2022, August 19). Sentence upheld for former coast guard officer tied to terror plot. Associated Press. https://www.navytimes.com/news/
your-navy/2022/02/22/sentence-upheld-for-former-coast-guard-officer-tied-to-terror-plot/.

68 Associated Press. (2022, June 3). Alleged ‘boogaloo’ extremist sentenced to 41 years in murder of federal officer. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com
news/us-news/alleged-boogaloo-extremist-sentenced-41-years-murder-federal-officer-rcna31942.

69 Watson, E., & Legare, R. (2021, December 15). Over 80 of those charged in the January 6 investigation have ties to the military. CBS News. Retrieved
June 8, 2022, from https://www.cbsnews.com/news/capitol-riot-january-6-military-ties/; Sidner, S., Rappard, A., & Cohen, M. (2021, February\4).
Disproportionate number of current and former military personnel arrested in capitol attack, CNN analysis shows. CNN. Retrieved June 8, 2022,
from https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/31/us/capitol-riot-arrests-active-military-veterans-soh/index.html; Jensen, M. A., Yates, E., & Kane, S. (2022).
Radicalization in the ranks: An assessment of the scope and nature of criminal extremism in the United States military. National Consortium for the

Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism. https://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/Radicalization%20in%20the%20Ranks _April%202022.pdf.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 35 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://doi.org/10.1111/ssqu.13244
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/news/constitutional-sheriffs-group-plans-to-insert-itself-into-more-aspects-of-the-voting-process-in-2024
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/constitutional-sheriffs-las-vegas-conference-rcna147487
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/constitutional-sheriffs-las-vegas-conference-rcna147487
https://www.wired.com/story/constitutional-sheriffs-election-deniers-immigrants-voting/
https://www.wired.com/story/constitutional-sheriffs-election-deniers-immigrants-voting/
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/01/13/constitutional-sheriffs-texas/
https://politicalresearch.org/2019/04/29/new-mexicos-constitutional-sheriffs-pave-the-way-for-militias-patrolling-the-border
https://politicalresearch.org/2019/04/29/new-mexicos-constitutional-sheriffs-pave-the-way-for-militias-patrolling-the-border
https://doi.org/10.1177/00031224231173070
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://law.lclark.edu/live/files/28080-lcb231article2johnsonpdf
https://law.lclark.edu/live/files/28080-lcb231article2johnsonpdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-police-extremism/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-police-extremism/
https://law.lclark.edu/live/files/28080-lcb231article2johnsonpdf
https://law.lclark.edu/live/files/28080-lcb231article2johnsonpdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/hidden-plain-sight-racism-white-supremacy-and-far-right-militancy-law
https://progressive.org/magazine/lone-wolf-in-the-henhouse-christophi/
https://progressive.org/magazine/lone-wolf-in-the-henhouse-christophi/
https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Jan-6-Clearinghouse-FBI-Intelligence-Assessment-White-Supremacist-Infiltration-of-Law-Enforcement-Oct-17-2006-UNREDACTED.pdf
https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Jan-6-Clearinghouse-FBI-Intelligence-Assessment-White-Supremacist-Infiltration-of-Law-Enforcement-Oct-17-2006-UNREDACTED.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2021/12/23/dc-police-closely-watched-anti-racist-groups-years
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2021/12/23/dc-police-closely-watched-anti-racist-groups-years
https://theintercept.com/2020/07/15/george-floyd-protests-police-far-right-antifa/
https://www.brennancenter.org/media/10625/download
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/outrage-calls-action-over-anti-muslim-materials-military-training-flna767253
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/outrage-calls-action-over-anti-muslim-materials-military-training-flna767253
https://www.wired.com/2011/11/obama-islamophobia-review/
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2022/12/09/california-trains-cops-prison-guards-anti-muslim-video
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2022/12/09/california-trains-cops-prison-guards-anti-muslim-video
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2022/12/09/california-trains-cops-prison-guards-anti-muslim-video
https://religionnews.com/2014/03/12/anti-muslim-speakers-still-popular-law-enforcement-training/
https://religionnews.com/2014/03/12/anti-muslim-speakers-still-popular-law-enforcement-training/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/fbi-training-materials-mainstream-muslims-are-violent-radical/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/fbi-training-materials-mainstream-muslims-are-violent-radical/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/05/19/politics/jack-teixeira-detention-hearing/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2023/05/19/politics/jack-teixeira-detention-hearing/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/05/13/jack-teixeira-discord-leaked-documents/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/02/22/sentence-upheld-for-former-coast-guard-officer-tied-to-terror-plot/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/02/22/sentence-upheld-for-former-coast-guard-officer-tied-to-terror-plot/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/alleged-boogaloo-extremist-sentenced-41-years-murder-federal-officer-rcna31942
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/alleged-boogaloo-extremist-sentenced-41-years-murder-federal-officer-rcna31942
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/capitol-riot-january-6-military-ties/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/31/us/capitol-riot-arrests-active-military-veterans-soh/index.html
https://www.start.umd.edu/pubs/Radicalization%20in%20the%20Ranks_April%202022.pdf

N

70 Potok, M. (2006, August 11). Extremism and the military. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-
report/2006/extremism-and-military; Holthouse, D. (2006, August 11). Several high-profile racist extremists serve in the U.S. military. Southern Poverty
Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2006/several-high-profile-racist-extremists-serve-us-military; Kunzelman, M.
(2022, August 19). Sentence upheld for former coast guard officer tied to terror plot. Associated Press. https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-
navy/2022/02/22/sentence-upheld-for-former-coast-guard-officer-tied-to-terror-plot/; Associated Press. (2022, June 3). Alleged ‘boogaloo’ extremist
sentenced to 41 years in murder of federal officer. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/alleged-boogaloo-extremist-sentenced-41-years-
murder-federal-officer-rcna31942.

71 Clevenger, A. (2021, May 24). Extremism, racism in the military: ‘Here’ no evil? Roll Call. https://rollcall.com/2021/05/24/extremism-racism-in-the-
military-here-no-evil/.
72 Williams, J. (2022, July 20). Senate defense bill signals opposition to Pentagon’s extremism efforts.
The Hill. https://thehill.com/policy/defense/3567244-senate-defense-bill-si
73 Carless, W. (2022 October 15). As FBI probed Jan. 6, many agents sympat/zzzed with insurrection, according to newly released email. USA Today. https://
/10/15/j aul-abbate-warning/10498351002/; Papenfuss, M. (2022 October 15)
il-j

C/u/lmg memo to FBI official warned of . sympat/zy in bureau for Jan. 6 rioters. HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fbi
y_n_634ad223e4b03e8038d495d7.

74 Sganga, N. (2022, March 11). Internal investigation of domestic violent extremism reveals four sympathizers inside DHS. CBS News. https://www.cbsnews.
com/news/domestic-violent-extremism-inside-department-of-homeland-securit

75 Thompson, A. C., & Lind, D. (2019, July 1). Investigation of secret border patrol group launched as new degrading Facebook posts surface. ProPublica.
https://www.propublica.org/article/investigation-of-secret-border-patrol-group-launched-as-new-degrading-facebook-posts-surface; Thompson, A. C.
(2019, July 1). Inside the secret border patrol Facebook group where agents joke about migrant deaths and post sexist memes. ProPublica. https://www.
propublica.org/article/secret-border-patrol-facebook-group-agents-joke-about-migrant-deaths-post-sexist-memes.

76 Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency. (n.d.). Case study: Kinetic violence — A positive outcome. Center for Development of Security
Excellence. https://www.cdse.edu/Portals/124/Documents/casestudies/case-study-paul-hasson.pdf

77 Makuch, B. (2021, February 17). Department of Homeland Security confirms neo-Nazi leader used to work for it. VICE. https://www.xvice.com/en/
article/lepd7wa/department-of-homeland-security-confirms-neo-nazi-leader-used-to-work-for-it

78 Gramer, R. (2021, August 31). ‘We feel his presence in the department is threatening’. Foreign Policy. https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/08/31/state-
department-antisemitism-antisemitism-blinken-fritz-berggren/; Grassley, C. E. (2023). Grassley to DOS visa adjudication recusal follow-up. Office U.S.
Senator Charles E. Grassley. https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/grassley to_dos - visa_adjudication recusal follow-up.pdf; Hayden, M. E.
(2019, August 7). U.S. State Department official involved in white nationalist movement, Hatewatch determines. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://
www.splcenter.org/gebert.

79 Eisler, P, & Layne, N. (2022, July 20). /nsight: Right-wing U.S. sheriffs vow to probe 2020 voter-fraud claims. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/world
us/right-wing-us-sheriffs-vow-probe-2020-voter-fraud-claims-2022-07-20/; States United Democracy Center, & Institute for Constitutional Advocacy
and Protection. (2022). Fact sheet: “Constitutional Sheriffs” and elections. Georgetown Law School. https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/
uploads/sites/32/2022/09/Constitutional-Sheriffs-Fact-Sheet.pdf; Himmelman, K. (2024, April 18). Constitutional sheriffs group plans to insert ltse[f into
more aspects of the voting process in 2024. Talking Points Memo. https://talkingpointsmemo.com/news/constitutional-sheriffs- )t
itself-into-more- asnects of- the Votmg process-in- 2024 Gilbert, D. (2024 April 18) Far rlg/zts/lerzfj& want a citizen army to stop ‘illegal lmmlgram‘

riffs-el -d .

80 Donahue, S. T. (2023) The politics of police. American Sociological Review, 88(4), 656-680. https://doi.org/10.1177/00031224231173070; Mathias, C.
(2021, January 8). For police, MAGA insurrectionists weren’t a threat. Black Lives Matter was. HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/cops-maga-
insurrection-racism_n_5ff79alec5b66f3{795c¢4698; Nguyen, T. (2020, June 10). Zrump’s MAGA base finds its own rallying cry: Defend the police. Politico.
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/10/trump-police-supporters-310053. On the politics of Trump and police unions more broadly, see: Zoorob,
M. (2019). Blue Endorsements Matter: How the Fraternal Order of Police Contributed to Donald Trump’s Victory. PS: Political Science & Politics, 52(2),
243-250. doi:10.1017/S1049096518001841.

81 Karanath, S., & Russp, C. H. (2024, February 25). U.S. airman dies after self-immolating outside Washington's Israeli embassy. HuffPost. https://www.
huffpost.com/entry/israeli-embassy.

82 Karanath, S. (2024, May 13). U.S. Army officer resigns from defense intelligence agency over Gaza policy. HuffPost. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/army-
officer-resigns-defense-intelligence-agency-military-gaza-israel n_664281dde4b04540de6e8c69.

83 Kleinfeld, R. (2023). Polarization, democracy, and political violence in the United States: What the research says. Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace. https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/static/files/Kleinfeld_Polarization_final 3.pdf.

84 Kileinfeld, R. (2023). Polarization, democracy, and political violence in the United States: What the research says. Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace. https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.comy/static/files/Kleinfeld Polarization final 3.pdf.

85 Beutel, A., & Johnson, D. (2024, January 16). Operating under the radar: Vlo[eﬂt left-wing axtremzsm is becommg more dangerous New Lmes Institute
for Strategy and Policy. https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate r iol f b

dangerous/.

86 Montlake, S. (2022, April 4). Rage from the right: Threats against lawmakers rise for the GOE, too. The Christian Science Monitor. https://www.
csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 36 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2006/extremism-and-military
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2006/extremism-and-military
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2006/several-high-profile-racist-extremists-serve-us-military
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/02/22/sentence-upheld-for-former-coast-guard-officer-tied-to-terror-plot/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/02/22/sentence-upheld-for-former-coast-guard-officer-tied-to-terror-plot/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/alleged-boogaloo-extremist-sentenced-41-years-murder-federal-officer-rcna31942
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/alleged-boogaloo-extremist-sentenced-41-years-murder-federal-officer-rcna31942
https://rollcall.com/2021/05/24/extremism-racism-in-the-military-here-no-evil/
https://rollcall.com/2021/05/24/extremism-racism-in-the-military-here-no-evil/
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/3567244-senate-defense-bill-signals-opposition-to-pentagons-extremism-efforts/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/10/15/jan-6-insurrection-fbi-agents-paul-abbate-warning/10498351002/
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/10/15/jan-6-insurrection-fbi-agents-paul-abbate-warning/10498351002/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fbi-email-jan-6-rioter-sympathy_n_634ad223e4b03e8038d495d7
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fbi-email-jan-6-rioter-sympathy_n_634ad223e4b03e8038d495d7
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/domestic-violent-extremism-inside-department-of-homeland-security/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/domestic-violent-extremism-inside-department-of-homeland-security/
https://www.propublica.org/article/investigation-of-secret-border-patrol-group-launched-as-new-degrading-facebook-posts-surface
https://www.propublica.org/article/secret-border-patrol-facebook-group-agents-joke-about-migrant-deaths-post-sexist-memes
https://www.propublica.org/article/secret-border-patrol-facebook-group-agents-joke-about-migrant-deaths-post-sexist-memes
https://www.cdse.edu/Portals/124/Documents/casestudies/case-study-paul-hasson.pdf
https://www.vice.com/en/article/epd7wa/department-of-homeland-security-confirms-neo-nazi-leader-used-to-work-for-it
https://www.vice.com/en/article/epd7wa/department-of-homeland-security-confirms-neo-nazi-leader-used-to-work-for-it
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/08/31/state-department-antisemitism-antisemitism-blinken-fritz-berggren/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/08/31/state-department-antisemitism-antisemitism-blinken-fritz-berggren/
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/grassley_to_dos_-_visa_adjudication_recusal_follow-up.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/gebert
https://www.splcenter.org/gebert
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/right-wing-us-sheriffs-vow-probe-2020-voter-fraud-claims-2022-07-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/right-wing-us-sheriffs-vow-probe-2020-voter-fraud-claims-2022-07-20/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/09/Constitutional-Sheriffs-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/icap/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/09/Constitutional-Sheriffs-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/news/constitutional-sheriffs-group-plans-to-insert-itself-into-more-aspects-of-the-voting-process-in-2024
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/news/constitutional-sheriffs-group-plans-to-insert-itself-into-more-aspects-of-the-voting-process-in-2024
https://www.wired.com/story/constitutional-sheriffs-election-deniers-immigrants-voting/
https://doi.org/10.1177/00031224231173070
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/cops-maga-insurrection-racism_n_5ff79a1ec5b66f3f795c4698
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/cops-maga-insurrection-racism_n_5ff79a1ec5b66f3f795c4698
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/10/trump-police-supporters-310053
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/israeli-embassy
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/israeli-embassy
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/army-officer-resigns-defense-intelligence-agency-military-gaza-israel_n_664281dde4b04540de6e8c69
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/army-officer-resigns-defense-intelligence-agency-military-gaza-israel_n_664281dde4b04540de6e8c69
https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/static/files/Kleinfeld_Polarization_final_3.pdf
https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/static/files/Kleinfeld_Polarization_final_3.pdf
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2022/0404/Rage-from-the-right-Threats-against-lawmakers-rise-for-the-GOP-too

N

87 On Donald Trump’s effect on violent far-right mobilization, see: Nacos, B. L., Shapiro, R. Y., & Bloch-Elkon, Y. (2020). Donald Trump: Aggressive
rhetoric and political violence. Perspectives on Terrorism, 14(5), 2-25. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26940036. On his effect on far-left mobilization, see:
Beutel, A. J., & Johnson, D. (2024, January 16). Operating under the radar: Violent left-wing extremism is becoming more dangerous. New Lines Institute
for Strategy and Policy. https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-

dangerous/.

88 Associated Press. (2023, December 2). Protester critically injured after setting self on fire outside Israeli consulate in Atlanta. https://apnews.com/article
israeli-consulate-self-immolation-atlanta-protester-8f17dd72592{86797a45cda9b60605a5; Kim, J. (2024, February 25). 7he U.S. airman who set himself
on fire to protest the war in Gaza has died. National Public Radio. https://www.npr.org/2024/02/25/1233810136/fire-man-israeli-embassy-washington.

89 Whiteside, S. (2024, April 19). Man sets self on fire outside Trump trial courthouse in NY. NewsNation. https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news,
northeast/person-sets-self-fire-trump-trial/.

90 McAdam, T. (2024, June 4). Continued insurrection fallout forces militias to adapt. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-
extremism-2023/militias-adapt.
91 McAdam, T. (2024, June 4). Continued insurrection fallout forces militias to adapt. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-

extremism-2023/militias-adapt.

92 Lieberman, M. (2023, January 6). Jan. 6 anniversary: Two years later; we must hold capitol insurrectionists accountable. Southern Poverty Law Center.
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2023/01/06/jan-6-anniversary-two-years-later; Kieffer, C. (2024, April 24). White nationalist conference to host
immigration news aggregator with ties to mainstream conservatives. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2024/04/24/
white-nationalist-conference-host-immigration-news-aggregator-ties-mainstream-conservatives; Downen, R. (2023, October 24). Nick Fuentes is
Just the latest white supremacist embraced by defend Texas liberty. The Texas Tribune. https://www.texastribune.org/2023/10/23/defend-texas-liberty-
nick- fuentes jonathan-stickland/; Clark, S. (2020). How white supremacy returned to mainstream politics. Center for American Progress. https://www.

wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/06/WhiteNationalism-reportl.pdf.

93 Yousef, O. (2022, June 12). 5/ members of the white nationalist patriot front arrested near an Idaho pride event. NPR. Retrieved June 15, 2024, from
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/11/1104405804/patriot-front-white-supremacist-arrested-near-idaho-pride.

94 Anti-Defamation League. (2017, December 15). Patriot Front. Center on Extremism. Retrieved June 15, 2024, from https://extremismterms.adl.org/
resources/backgrounder/patriot-front.

95 United States Attorney’s Office District of Columbia. (2024, January 5). Three years since the Jan. 6 attack on the capitol. United States Department of
Justice. https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/36-months-jan-6-attack-capitol-0.

96 Stone, P. (2022, September 11). 7rump’s increasing tirade against FBI and DoJ endangering lives of officials. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.
com/us-news/2022/sep/11/trump-mar-a-lago-witch-hunt-fbi-doj-safety.

97 “Provo Man Killed in FBI Raid Suspected of Threatening Biden Ahead of Utah Visit,” Salt Lake Tribune, August 10, 2023.
98 Welsh-Huggins, A., & Orsagos, P. (2022, August 12). Man who tried to breach FBI office killed after standoff. Associated Press. https://archive.is/jqf4b.

99 Dienst, J., O'Donnell, K., & Alsharif, M. (2022, August 14). FBI and DHS warn threats to federal law enforcement have spiked since mar-a-Lago search.
NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/fbi-dhs-warn-threats-federal-law-enforcement-spiked-wake-mar-lago-sear-rcna43024.

100 Beutel A, & J ohnson D. (2020, August 3). Far- rlg/zt extremlst mobl/lzatzon surges durmg U.S. unrest. New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy.
/1 . far d

101 Kishi, R., & Jones, S. (2020, May 4). Demonstrations and political violence in America: New data for summer 2020. Armed Conflict Location & Event
Data Project. https://acleddata.com/2020/09/03/demonstrations-political-violence-in-america-new-data-for-summer-2020/.

102 Johnson, D. (2017, August 8). Return of the violent Black nationalist. Southern Poverty Law Center. https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/
intelligence-report/2017/return-violent-black-nationalist.

103 Alfonseca, K. (2023, March 6). What is Atlanta’s ‘Cop City’ and why are people protesting it? ABC News. https://abcnews.go.com/US/atlantas-cop-city-
people-protesting/story?id=96716095.

104 Brumback, K., & Rico, R. J. (2023, October 6). 7roopers who fatally shot a ‘Cop city’ activist near Atlanta won't be charged, prosecutor says. Associated
Press. https://archive.is/37XOK.

105 Rico, R. J., & Amy, J. (2023, November 14). Police and protesters clash at Atlanta training center site derided by opponents as ‘Cop City’. Associated
Press. https://archive.is/IdrUk; Georgia Bureau of Investigation. (2023, June 23). Five arrested for domestic terrorism charges at site of future Atlanta
public safety training center. https://gbi.georgia.gov/press-releases/2023-06-23/five-arrested-domestic-terrorism-charges-site-future-atlanta-public;
Rico, R. J. (2023, September 5). 6/ indicted in Georgia on racketeering charges connected to ‘Stop cop city’ movement. Associated Press. https://archive.
is/9thkd.

106 Golden, H., Baker, M., & Goldman, A. (2020, September 3). Suspect in fatal Portland shooting is killed by officers during arrest. The New York Times.
Retrieved May 9, 2024, from https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/03/us/michael-reinoehl-arrest-portland-shooting.html.

107 On the concept of organizational “internal brakes” within extremist groups and its contribution to non-violent outcomes, see: Busher, J., Holbrook, D.,
& Macklin, G. (2018). The internal brakes on violent escalation: A typology. Behavioral Sciences of Terrorism and Political Aggression, 11(1), 3-25.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19434472.2018.1551918. Also see: Schuurman, B., & Carthy, S. L. (2023). Understanding (non)involvement in terrorist violence:
What sets extremists who use terrorist violence apart from those who do not? Criminology & Public Policy, 23(1), 119-152. https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-
9133.12626.

108 Beutel, A., & Johnson, D. (2024, January 16). Operating under the radar: Violent left-wing extremism is becoming more dangerous. New Lines Institute
for Strategy and Policy. https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-

dangerous/.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 37 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26940036
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://apnews.com/article/israeli-consulate-self-immolation-atlanta-protester-8f17dd72592f86797a45cda9b60605a5
https://apnews.com/article/israeli-consulate-self-immolation-atlanta-protester-8f17dd72592f86797a45cda9b60605a5
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/25/1233810136/fire-man-israeli-embassy-washington
https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/northeast/person-sets-self-fire-trump-trial/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/northeast/person-sets-self-fire-trump-trial/
https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-extremism-2023/militias-adapt
https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-extremism-2023/militias-adapt
https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-extremism-2023/militias-adapt
https://www.splcenter.org/year-hate-extremism-2023/militias-adapt
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2023/01/06/jan-6-anniversary-two-years-later
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2024/04/24/white-nationalist-conference-host-immigration-news-aggregator-ties-mainstream-conservatives
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2024/04/24/white-nationalist-conference-host-immigration-news-aggregator-ties-mainstream-conservatives
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/10/23/defend-texas-liberty-nick-fuentes-jonathan-stickland/
https://www.texastribune.org/2023/10/23/defend-texas-liberty-nick-fuentes-jonathan-stickland/
https://www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/06/WhiteNationalism-report1.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/06/WhiteNationalism-report1.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/11/1104405804/patriot-front-white-supremacist-arrested-near-idaho-pride
https://extremismterms.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/patriot-front
https://extremismterms.adl.org/resources/backgrounder/patriot-front
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/36-months-jan-6-attack-capitol-0
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/sep/11/trump-mar-a-lago-witch-hunt-fbi-doj-safety
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/sep/11/trump-mar-a-lago-witch-hunt-fbi-doj-safety
https://archive.is/jqf4b
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/fbi-dhs-warn-threats-federal-law-enforcement-spiked-wake-mar-lago-sear-rcna43024
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/far-right-extremist-mobilization-surges-during-u-s-unrest/
https://acleddata.com/2020/09/03/demonstrations-political-violence-in-america-new-data-for-summer-2020/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2017/return-violent-black-nationalist
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2017/return-violent-black-nationalist
https://abcnews.go.com/US/atlantas-cop-city-people-protesting/story?id=96716095
https://abcnews.go.com/US/atlantas-cop-city-people-protesting/story?id=96716095
https://archive.is/37XOK
https://archive.is/IdrUk
https://gbi.georgia.gov/press-releases/2023-06-23/five-arrested-domestic-terrorism-charges-site-future-atlanta-public
https://archive.is/9thkd
https://archive.is/9thkd
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/03/us/michael-reinoehl-arrest-portland-shooting.html
https://doi.org/10.1080/19434472.2018.1551918
https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9133.12626
https://doi.org/10.1111/1745-9133.12626
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/
https://newlinesinstitute.org/nonstate-actors/operating-under-the-radar-violent-left-wing-extremism-is-becoming-more-dangerous/

N

109 Monyak, S. (2024, January 13). 7rump trials heighten security risks for vulnerable judiciary. Bloomberg Law News. https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-
law-week/trump-trials-heighten-security-risks-for-vulnerable-judiciary; Alexander, B., Gile, C., & Gregorian, D. (2023, August 7). Georgia courthouse
on heightened security ahead of possible Trump charges. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/georgia-courthouse-heightened-
security-possible-trump-charges-rcna98610; Dienst, J., Shabad, R., Kamisar, B., & Jarrett, L. (2023, April 5). 7rump judge and his family receive threats
after New York arrest. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/judge-merchan-family-receive-threats-trumps-arrest-rcna78401;
Morris, J. (2024, May 3). California man charged with threatening Fulton County DA Fani Willis over Trump prosecution. CNN. https://edition.cnn.
com/2024/05/03/politics/man-charged-threats-fani-willis-trump-prosecution/.

110 For example, see: Fischer, S. (2020, December 22). “Unreliable” news sources got more traction in 2020. Axios. https://www.axios.com/2020/12/22,
unreliable-news-sources-social-media-engagement.

111 Sanderson, Z., Messing, S., & Tucker, J. A. (2024, January 22). Misunderstood mechanics: How Al, TikTok, and the liar’s dividend might affect the 2024
elections. Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misunderstood-mechanics-how-ai-tiktok-and-the-liars-dividend-might-affect-the-

2024-elections/.

112 Osman, M. (2024, January 26). Disinformation is often blamed for swaying elections — the research says something else. The Conversation. https://
theconversation.com/disinformation-is-often-blamed-for-swaying-elections-the-research-says-something-else-221579.

113 Gunther, R., Beck, P. A., & Nisbet, E. C. (2019). “Fake news” and the defection of 2012 Obama voters in the 2016 presidential election. Electoral Studies,
67,102030. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2019.03.006; Mauk, M., & Gromping, M. (2023). Online disinformation predicts inaccurate beliefs about
election fairness among both winners and losers. Comparative Political Studies, 57(6), 965-998. https://doi.org/10.1177/00104140231193008.

114 For example, see: Kondik, K. (2023, June 29). Electoral College ratings: Expect another highly competitive election. The Center for Politics |
Sabato’s Crystal Ball. https://centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/electoral-college-ratings-expect-another-highly-competitive-election/. For a more
recent forecast, see: Montanaro, D. (2024, April 23). The states to watch on the 2024 electoral map. National Public Radio. https://www.npr.
org/2024/04/23/1246359499/2024-electoral-map.

115 Osman, M. (2024, January 26). Disinformation is often blamed for swaying elections — the research says something else. The Conversation. https://
theconversation.com/disinformation-is-often-blamed-for-swaying-elections-the-research-says-something-else-221579.

116 Gunther, R., Beck, P. A., & Nisbet, E. C. (2019). “Fake news” and the defection of 2012 Obama voters in the 2016 presidential election. Electoral Studies,
61, 102030. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2019.03.006; Mauk, M., & Gréomping, M. (2023). Online disinformation predicts inaccurate beliefs about
election fairness among both winners and losers. Comparative Political Studies, 57(6), 965-998. https://doi.org/10.1177/00104140231193008.

117 For example, see: Kondik, K. (2023, June 29). Electoral College ratings: Expect another highly competitive election. The Center for Politics |
Sabato’s Crystal Ball. https://centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/electoral-college-ratings-expect-another-highly-competitive-election/. For a more
recent forecast, see: Montanaro, D. (2024, April 23). The states to watch on the 2024 electoral map. National Public Radio. https://www.npr.
org/2024/04/23/1246359499/2024-electoral-map.

118 Sanderson, Z., Messing, S., & Tucker, J. A. (2024, January 22). Misunderstood mechanics: How Al TikTok, and the liar’s dividend might affect the 2024
elections. Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misunderstood-mechanics-how-ai-tiktok-and-the-liars-dividend-might-affect-the-

2024-elections/.

119 PBS NewsHour. (2020, August 12). What is QAnon? How the conspiracy theory gained traction in 2020 campaign. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show,
what-is-ganon-how-the-conspiracy-theory-gained-traction-in-2020-campaign.

120 Cuznia, R., Devine, C., Black, N., & Griffin, D. (2020, November 14). Stop the steal’s massive disinformation campaign connected to Roger Stone. CNN.
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/11/13/business/stop-the-steal-disinformation-campaign-invs/index.html; Swenson, A., & Kunzelman, M. (2023, November
18). Fears of political violence are growing as the 2024 campaign heats up and conspiracy theories evolve. Associated Press. https://archive.is/u8QnZ.
121 Jones, D. (2022, May 16). What is the great replacement’ and how is it tied to the buffalo shooting suspect? National Public Radio. https://www.npr.
org/2022/05/16/1099034094/what-is-the-great-replacement-theory; Jenson, M., & Kane, S. (2021). QAnon offenders in the United States. https://www.
start.umd.edu/sites/default/files/publications/local_attachments/START%20QAnon%20Research%20Brief 24September2021.pdf.

122 Bump, P. (2024, January 5). Why Trump says Jan. 6 rioters are patriots,’ but DeSantis doesn’t. Washington Post. https://archive.is/uXLAF.

123 Sanderson, Z., Messing, S., & Tucker, J. A. (2024, January 22). Misunderstood mechanics: How Al TikTok, and the liar’s dividend might affect the 2024
elections. Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misunderstood-mechanics-how-ai-tiktok-and-the-liars-dividend-might-affect-the-

2024-elections/.
124 Khalil, J. (2024, May 2). Homegrown terror attacks, war in Ukraine top Intel concerns: DNI. NewsNation. https://archive.is/GQmus.

125 Klepper, D. (2024, January 31). 7akeaways from the AP’s look at the role of conspiracy theories in American politics and society. Associated Press. https://
archive.is/s6Mfz.

126 Dobber, T., Metoui, N., Trilling, D., Helberger, N., & De Vreese, C. (2020). Do (Microtargeted) Deepfakes have real effects on political attitudes? 7%e
International Journal of Press/Politics, 26(1), 69-91. https://doi.org/10.1177/194016122094436 4.

127 Dobber, T., Metoui, N., Trilling, D., Helberger, N., & De Vreese, C. (2020). Do (Microtargeted) Deepfakes have real effects on political attitudes? 7%e
International Journal of Press/Politics, 26(1), 69-91. https://doi.org/10.1177/194016122094436 4.

128 Browne, R. (2024, May 9). Generative Al’s disinformation threat is ‘overblown,’ top cyber expert says. CNBC. https://www.cnbc.com/2024/05/09
generative-ais-disinformation-threat-overblown-cyber-expert-says.html.

129 For example, see: Harding, X. (2024, January 31). Audio deepfakes sound like trouble — This company uses common voice to detect them. Mozilla
Foundation. https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/blog/how-to-spot-deepfake/.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 38 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/trump-trials-heighten-security-risks-for-vulnerable-judiciary
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/trump-trials-heighten-security-risks-for-vulnerable-judiciary
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/georgia-courthouse-heightened-security-possible-trump-charges-rcna98610
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/georgia-courthouse-heightened-security-possible-trump-charges-rcna98610
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/judge-merchan-family-receive-threats-trumps-arrest-rcna78401
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/05/03/politics/man-charged-threats-fani-willis-trump-prosecution/
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/05/03/politics/man-charged-threats-fani-willis-trump-prosecution/
https://www.axios.com/2020/12/22/unreliable-news-sources-social-media-engagement
https://www.axios.com/2020/12/22/unreliable-news-sources-social-media-engagement
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misunderstood-mechanics-how-ai-tiktok-and-the-liars-dividend-might-affect-the-2024-elections/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/misunderstood-mechanics-how-ai-tiktok-and-the-liars-dividend-might-affect-the-2024-elections/
https://theconversation.com/disinformation-is-often-blamed-for-swaying-elections-the-research-says-something-else-221579
https://theconversation.com/disinformation-is-often-blamed-for-swaying-elections-the-research-says-something-else-221579
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2019.03.006
https://doi.org/10.1177/00104140231193008
https://centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/electoral-college-ratings-expect-another-highly-competitive-election/
https://www.npr.org/2024/04/23/1246359499/2024-electoral-map
https://www.npr.org/2024/04/23/1246359499/2024-electoral-map
http://generative-ais-disinformation-threat-overblown-cyber-expert-says.html. 

N

130 Hameleers, M., Van der Meer, T. G., & Dobber, T. (2024). Distorting the truth versus blatant lies: The effects of different degrees of deception in
domestic and foreign political deepfakes. Computers in Human Behavior; 152, 108096. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chb.2023.108096: Hameleers, M., Van der
Meer, T. G., & Dobber, T. (2023). They would never say anything like this! Reasons to doubt political Deepfakes. European Journal of Communication,
39(1), 56-70. https://doi.org/10.1177/02673231231184703.

131 Paris, B., & Donovan, J. (2019, September 18). Deepfakes and cheap fakes: 7/e manipulation of audio and visual evidence. Data & Society. https://
datasociety.net/library/deepfakes-and-cheap-fakes/; Coyer, C. (2024, May 9). How can countries prepare to defend against Deepfakes—and ‘Cheapfakes—

This election cycle? Legaltech News. https://www.law.com/legaltechnews/2024/05/09/how-can-countries-prepare-to-defend-against-deepfakes-and-
cheapfakes-this-election-cycle/.
132 Paris, B., & Donovan, J. (2019, September 18). Deepfakes and cheap fakes: The manipulation of audio and visual evidence. Data & Society. https://

datasociety.net/library/deepfakes-and-cheap-fakes/; Coyer, C. (2024, May 9). How can countries prepare to defend against Deepfakes—and ‘Cheapfakes—
This election cycle? Legaltech News. https://www.law.com/legaltechnews/2024/05/09/how-can-countries-prepare-to-defend-against-deepfakes-and-

cheapfakes-this-election-cycle/.

133 Hameleers, M. (2024). Cheap versus deep manipulation: The effects of Cheapfakes versus Deepfakes in a political setting. International Journal
of Public Opinion Research, 36(1), 1-9. https://doi.org/10.1093/ijpor/edae004: Coyer. C. (2024, May 9). How can countries prepare to defend against
Deepfakes—and ‘Cheapfakes—This election cycle? Legaltech News. https://www.law.com/legaltechnews/2024/05/09/how-can-countries-prepare-to-

defend-against-deepfakes-and-cheapfakes-this-election-cycle/.

134 Dang, S., & Dave, P. (2022, November 9). U.S. election misinformation limited, not stopped, on social media -experts. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com,
technology/twitter-social-platforms-could-see-spike-election-misinformation-2022-11-09/.

135 Moonakal, N. A. (2022, July 9). 7he impact and implications of China’s growing influence in the Middle Fast. The Diplomat. https://thediplomat.
com/2022/07/the-impact-and-implications-of-chinas-growing-influence-in-the-middle-east/.

136 Pierson, D., & Chutel, L. (2023, August 23). China tries to increase its clout in Africa amid rivalry with the U.S. The New York Times. https://www.
nytimes.com/2023/08/23/world/asia/china-africa-brics-us.html.
137 Malzland L. (2024, February 8) W/zy China- T aiwan re/atlons are so tense. Council on Foreign Relations. Retrieved May 14, 2024, from https://www.cfr.
hi 1 .

139 Hillie, K. (2023, March 7). China warns of potential conflict with US over containment strategy. Financial Times. https://www.ft.com/content/dc3ee895-
4ae9-4clf-9dfd-49261220eflf: Ismay, J., Wong, E., & Robles, P. (2024, April 26). A new Pacific arsenal to counter China. The New York Times. https://
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/26/us/politics/us-china-military-bases-weapons.html.

140 Belton, C. (2024, April 17). Secret Russian foreign policy document urges action to weaken the U.S. Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/
world/2024/04/17/russia-foreign-policy-us-weaken/.

141 Kika, T. (2024, January 22). Donald Trump’s Taiwan remarks spark fury and concern. Newsweek. https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trumps-taiwan-
remarks-spark-fury-concern-1862602; Moriyasu, K., & Satoh, R. (2024, January 30). Would a Trump presidency change China’s calculations on Taiwan?
Nikkei Asia. https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/U.S.-elections-2024/Would-a-Trump-presidency-change-China-s-calculations-on-Taiwan. Cf.

142 Rachman, G. (2024, February 5). Trump’s betrayal of Ukraine. Financial Times. https://www.ft.com/content/18c5296a-f0d5-47d5-aacd-af5210d638fc.

143 Lindsay, J. M. (2024, April 19). Election 2024: Donald Trump declines to fight aid to Ukraine. Council on Foreign Relations. https://www.cfr.org/blog
election-2024-donald-trump-declines-fight-aid-ukraine.

144 Belton, C. (2024, April 17). Secret Russian foreign policy document urges action to weaken the U.S. Washington Post. https://wwwwashingtonpost.com/
world/2024/04/17/russia-foreign-policy-us-weaken/.

145 Norden, L., & Tisler, D. (2021, December 8). Addressing insider threats in elections. Brennan Center for Justice. https://www.brennancenter.org/our-
work/analysis-opinion/addressing-insider-threats-elections.

146 ere S.D, & Mays M. (2024, May 1). Inszde t/ze  far- rzg/zt p/an to use civil rlg/zts law to dlsrupt the 2024 e/ectlon Los Angeles Times. https /[ WWW.
i idi ffi el |

147 Cortallessa, E. (2024, April 30). Read the full transcripts of Donald Trump’s interviews with TIME. TIME. https://time.com/6972022/donald-trump-
transcript-2024-election/.

148 Reingold, O., & Lake, E. (2024, April 17). Among the activists plotting to disrupt the DNC. The Free Press. https://www.thefp.com/p/activists-plotting-
to-disrupt-dnc. Cf. Frum, D. (2024, April 29). 7he plot to wreck the democratic convention. The Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/
archive/2024/04/chicago-1968-democratic-national-convention-2024/678196/.

149 Bandurski, D. (2022, March 11). China and Russia are joining forces to spread disinformation. Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/

articles/china-and-russia-are-joinin; forces to-s read d151nf01mat10n Danvers, W (2023 Aprll 5). Disinformation may be one ofRussta and China’s
greatest weapons. The Hill. https: i ri
150 Voteview.com. (2016, January 30). The polarization of congressional parties. https://legacyvoteview.com/political_polarization_2015.htm.

151 Skelley, G., & Fuong, H. (2022, June 14). 5 in 10 Americans named political polarization as a top issue facing the country. FiveThirtyEight. https://
fivethirtyeight.com/features/3-in-10-americans-named-political-polarization-as-a-top-issue-facing-the-country/.

NEW LINES INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY 39 July 2024


https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://www.newlinesinstitute.org
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/3-in-10-americans-named-political-polarization-as-a-top-issue-f
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/3-in-10-americans-named-political-polarization-as-a-top-issue-f

Contact

For media inquiries, email media@newlinesinstitute.org

To submit a piece to the New Lines Institute,
email submissions@newlinesinstitute.org

1660 L St. NW, Suite 450
Washington, D.C., 20036

=Y

X

[><] For other inquiries, send an email to inffo@newlinesinstitute.org
¢, (202)800-7302

Connect With Us

X in o

@newlinesinst | @New Lines Institute | Subscribe | Sign up
for Strategy and Policy

NEW LINES

INSTITUTE

FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY



https://www.facebook.com/NewLinesInst
https://www.facebook.com/NewLinesInst
https://www.linkedin.com/company/new-lines-institute/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/new-lines-institute/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKY881z_EZGOx29z1ZId5Tw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKY881z_EZGOx29z1ZId5Tw
https://newlinesinstitute.org
https://twitter.com/NewlinesInst
https://twitter.com/NewlinesInst
https://www.google.com/search?q=1776+Massachusetts+Ave.+NW+Suite+120&rlz=1C1JJTC_enUS1030US1030&oq=1776+Massachusetts+Ave.+NW+Suite+120&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCjM4NDkzajBqMTWoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1776+Massachusetts+Ave.+NW+Suite+120&rlz=1C1JJTC_enUS1030US1030&oq=1776+Massachusetts+Ave.+NW+Suite+120&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCjM4NDkzajBqMTWoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:info%40newlinesinstitute.org?subject=
mailto:info%40newlinesinstitute.org?subject=
mailto:submissions%40newlinesinstitute.org?subject=
mailto:submissions%40newlinesinstitute.org?subject=
mailto:media%40newlinesinstitute.org?subject=Media%20inquiry
mailto:media%40newlinesinstitute.org?subject=Media%20inquiry

	Executive Summary
	Key Judgements

	Introduction and Overview
	Current Environmental Dynamics, Actors, and External Shocks
	Theme 1: Challenges to Democratic Governance
	Theme 2: Sociopolitical Trends and Events
	Theme 3: Sociopolitical Movements and Ideologies 
	Theme 4: External Shocks


	Theme 1 – Threats to Democratic Governance
	Creeping Illiberalism and Authoritarianism
	Electoral Interference
	Rising Threats Toward Lawmakers and Legislative Facilities
	Extremist Insider Threat

	Theme 2: Sociopolitical Trends and Events
	Political Polarization
	Divergent Responses to Social Wedge Issues
	Discontent Over Law Enforcement Practices and Powers
	Conspiracy Theories and Disinformation
	2024 Presidential Election

	Endnotes
	Conclusion

