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ExecutiveSummary GIEWI VI MR XLI GSRYX2MGX ERH XLEX
VIGITXMZI XS XLMW VIUYIWX

In recent months, the United States has made

its most concentrated efforts to date to address BLMW PMQMXIH FYX TSWMXMZI WXIT X
XLl EVQIH GSR¥%MGX FIX[IIR XLl KZB/REBIBXMRHS[ SJ STTSVXYRMX] JS
Turkey and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and, MR ;EWLMRKXSR XS TYWL JSV E QSVI

QSVI FVSEHP] 8YVOI]..W “/YVHMWIXXPIMXRPE KB SKILEJ XLI IMHHPI JEW
YRVIWSPZIH HIFEXI SZIV [LEX GMZYWRPRMBRNMERMGEFPSERMIWX GSR¥%“2MGXV
GYPXYVEP VMKLXW XLl GSYRXV].S® XYWHWWMYSQRR AEN ¥IWYPX MR XLI

WLSYPH FI KYBMERIFRHVITSVXW BRHUIMWEXKIQMPMXEV] GEQTEMKRW RS
XLEX XLI O9ORMXIH 7XEXIW LEW PIZAVEXIHFNMTEPRERWE EMGEMRWX XLI 9 7 E
FEGOGLERRIPW XS TVIWWYVI XLI(KQSBRYBXNEBENGIVEIW 7(* MR RSVXLIE

A Supporter holds a sign reading “We promise you, we will win” during a rally for Turkey’s Republican People’s
Party Chairman and Presidential candidate Kemal K | ¢daro lu in Canakkale, western Turkey, on April 11, 2023.
In the distance, a large poster of K | cdaro lu, who is challenging Recep Tayyip Erdo an in the May2023 elections,
promises “the return of spring.” (Ozan Kose / AFP via Getty Images)
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GEQTEMKRW GSYPH PIEH XS E VIWMPEKINRSGSR VB J X[/S7TME)RIBV XERX WXITW J
XLl HIWXVYGXMSR SJ E JVEKMPI XBRAMYXMGEREV SWNIGXVMOEXERH WXEFN

LEW WIIR XLI NTERWMSR SJ [SQIRg W B¥MKLEYWERNIRXW MRGPYHMRK |
HIQSGVEXMG KSZIVRERGI| EGVSWMW RSV %MEWME TEVYME £1 XL1 4// ERH T¢
OlI] TMPPEVW MR XLI &MHIR EHQMAMWXYBEXMSR - MR EVPWHMRY XLI TVvsw
HIQSGVEXMG VIWMPMIRGI EVSYRKS¥RSYRR MR 8YVOI] XLEX QE] FI QF

WYI IKSXMEXMSRW TVIWIRX E V|

TYV R
8LI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW GER YWI XLIWI 47 W—ﬁ/\bg %(C_‘\jNPSPd XLMW QEXXIV
XS EHHVIWW PSRK YRVIWSPZIH GLEPPIRKIW XS IGYVMX]

ERH WXEFMPMX] MR RSVXLIEWX 718\ B¢ RHDEIBIWEQT & GV 1§ & (XL1 GSRY
WXVEXIKMGEPP] XS GSYRXIV XLI wﬁrﬁ \{'PFMCBllsEﬁE'HQII:-\(P\N\E WMXW WIVM

Py
MRGPYHMRK 6YWWME ERH -VER FRWicKMA) TTSSPMﬂg?'%(%'VW MQTSVXERX
Vi

KEMR MR%YIRGI MR RSVXLIEWX AYNE MR EMGLE 1K BG %
HIWXEFMPMAMRK 8YVOMWL SJJIRWNZ1
&IGEYWI SJ XLI YRMUYI KIRHIVIHVYM@WRXEWRSSTTSWMXMSR XS ER] RI|
XLl GSR%MGX TEVXMGYPEVP] MRIRIG/YAEN MR MRIXBERBYPILIEWXIVR 7]V

HMZIVKIRX ZMWMSRW SJ XLI VSP{, &I RSQVR; ¥R TVO/FSF\)]NEBG{VOMWL TVIWWY
PMJI ERH WSGMIX] LIPH F] 8YVOIL ERHAYSAHMW EE,‘ WsrR XLEX EVI T
EGVSWW XLI VIKMSR E KIRHIV E%E\R/MMWP%EWF%II(PTV%'FIIGMEPP] XLSWI

9 7 XEOI MXW RIWXOMAXREME, 8BE| _\vER ERH 6YWWME
Security (WPS) EKIRHE ERBXMSREP 7xv XK

SR +IRHIV JUYMX] BRISZMHE ABRMG MHEXI E TVS TIEGI TSPMG] S
[MXL ZEPYEFPI XSSPW XS GLva’é’ &’éYWWW%é"&%@ﬁ] VIEWWIWWMRK
HIITIV IRKEKIQIRX SR XLMW MW WY LEZI MRGIRXMZM"H GSR¥%2MGX S

IJJIGX SR HMEPSKYlI ERH FYMPHMRK S
TSPMXMGEP ERH WIGYVMX] JVEQI[SVC
IWGEPEXMSR MR XLI VIKMSR

V% TSPMXMGEP WIXXPIQIRX XS 8Y¥\WI]XLIW J3QVRIMANEGI ERH 71GYVMX]
UYIWXMSR% TVSZMHIW XLI FIWX EBREREXSIEREPNVIXYHMRIK] SR +IRHIV )L
PSRK XIVQ WXEFMPMX] MR RSV XD LEWMIXIVRSI WEWEVERWHN TSPMGMIW XLE>
EHHVIWWMRK QENSV SYXWXERHMRBIKRMWEX SV DE]JITBEWIYYEPWXEGPIW X
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COVER PHOTO: Syrian Demacratic Forces fighters take part in a funeral in Hasakeh, in northeast Syria in February 2022,
for members killed during a jailbreak attempt by the Islamic State at the Ghwayran prison. (AFP via Getty Images)

The New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy

Our mission is to provoke principled and transformative leadership based on
peace and security, global communities, character, stewardship, and development.

Our purpose is to shape U.S. foreign policy based on a deep understanding of
regional geopolitics and the value systems of those regions.
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8YVOI]..W VIWTSRWI XS E 2SZIQFI\ -)( EXXEGO

XLEX OMPPIH WM\ TISTPI ERH MRNYVIH MQTEGXIH XLI
GEPGYPEXMSRW SJ FSXL 9 7 ERH /YVHMWL HIGMWMSRQEOIVW
MR E [E] XLEX QE] LEZI PIH XS E YRMUYI GSRZIVKIRGI

SJ] MRXIVIWXW MR HI IWGEPEXMSR x8[S JEGXSVW LMKLPMKLXIH
XLl PMROW FIX[IIR ERXM /YVHMWL REXMSREPMWQ ERH
QMPMXEVMWQ ERH ERXM ;IWXIVR KISTSPMXMGEP SVMIRXEXMSRW
MR 8YVOI] 8LI %V WiXsistete 8YMAKI ... W
PMQMXIH IZMHIRGI « XLEX XLI /YVHMWXER ;SVOIVW... 4EVX]

4// ERH XLI 9 7 EPPMIH 7]VMER (IQSGVEXMG *SVGIW

7(* [IVI VIWTSRWMFPI JSV XLI EXXEGO XLI WIGSRH [EW
VLIXSVMG JVSQ LEVHPMRI MRXIVMSV QMRMWXIV 73PI]QER 7S]PY
MRWMRXEEKXMKKI 9 7 MXWIPJ [EW XS FPEQI

The EMV STIERHMSIRVIEXW SJ E KVSYRH GEQTEMKR
XLEX JSPPS[IH XLI FSQFMRK GEYWIH XLIT 9RMXITH 7XEXTW

to TYFPMGWXIVEXI MXW STTSWMXM SRS XS BN QMM kepk Vo8t Rdidis a rocket-
STIVEXMSR MR RSVXLIEWX 7]VME ppdicd WeBadd kB dn& aXikel fréhMMR OoMkide of
FIX[IIR 8YVOI]..W “/YVHMWL UYIW X M&SR%rterXdin oMNRNM WiSIhE $H022.
HIFEX|I SZIV [LEX GMZMP TSP MXM GEPRPAKBRMHARG YaBXtY W@®) VMKLXW XLI
GSYRXV]..W /YVHMWL QMRSVMX] WLSYPH FI KYEVERXIIH « ERH

MXW TSPMG] XS[EVH RSVXLIEWX 7]¥RE] NIRPYWEAVEAMBIKEREQSYW %HQN
[IEORIWW SJ E 97 TSPMG] ETTVSEBRHX)EMXEW NBRXMHRF[ ERH 7(* FYX

WSYKLX XS WITEVEXI XLI MWWYIW 5%R GBVEL Vit PBIRKVY.Y. RRMRKX L | E W X
ERH HIIT WIEXIH QMWKMZMRKW EFSYX /YVHMWL TSPMXMGEP

EYXSRSQ] [MXLMR 8YVOI] ERH MXW SWX\WIWWQRHRMXNVK LEMKILIXLI FSQFMRK
4/ TSWIW ER I\MWXIRXMEP XLVIEX DABKREM MISRIEPXW I GHYWMWITKM STSVXMSRE X
LEZI GSRWMWXIRXP] TYPPIH XLI 8YNOM WM QOQWKEIXI MRRIMPFMIEM]VEGXMZM X
VIKMSREP IRXERKPIQIRXW FSXL MRL1]¥EMESRKEHK MRI REWVXUMRVX 7]VME 8
-VEU ;EWLMRKXSR..W IJIJSVXW XS SHIZHBPSVSMRW MGRXRWMWSR EFRH EXXEGO
QMWWMSR MR XLSWI GSYRXVMIW MREHIPEWYMD MBEARGPHBEBRH %Pl QIQFIVW
TSPMG]QEOIVW XS FI FPMRHW M H I HinfrdstEicihe\a@dds\MdrthaaxXtESiria ddntonstrated
WIlwW XLI /YVHMWL UYIWXMSR EW EXMIKMIREP MWNKEGVBILXVI %%2)7 HIT
XLER TYVIP] E QEXXIV SJ HSQIWXMGI T/FMEEGEXMSR ERH HIGSR .2MGXMSR
8YVOI] YPXMQEXIP] JEMPIH XS GSRZM
8YVOI]..W HIGMWMSR XABASKIKL 3¥*X sv 78 VIWTSRWMFMPMX] JSV XLI -WX
* WTIGMYGEPP] XLSWI IRKEKIH MR G ERYVRRI WY MK-L/XQMNW VEMESIRWVSYRH STIV
EPSRKWMHI 9 7 JSVGIW « HIQSRWXMEKEFHVE XMBRMRKRIW®X XLEX MX EXX
XS XLVIEXIR 9 7 MRXIVIWXW MR 7]V\ME/ MR EMEMXMBEREXXXESWYGGIWW
SJ XLI 7(* 8LMW XEVKIXMRK WXVE){WP\HIE_(EZIlHTEvH|\HEQ§)§(MG7(* ERH XLI
LIEH MR 2SZIQFIV [LIR 8YVOI] WXVRKfdiéh deBisiéihakdrs\blconfront the costs of PKK
LSYWMRK XLI JSVGI..W GSQQERHIVEMRMANWX] [MMVMERXPIVOMWL FSVHIVW
EHNEGIRX XS E 97 FEWI 8LI EXXEGO JSVGIH XLI 9RMXIH
7TXEXIW XS GSRJVSRX XLI JEGX XLEX &PWOS|VEAWMYMP BSRGVVRHW EW XS [L|
ETTVSEGL XS RSVXLIEWX 7]VME LEWERHEKRISH QWKKMR FSEEBXNMNRISWIV XS
MJ RSX VLIXSVMGEPP] [MXL -VER BRHGE¥YMVSWW E LMIRT MR VW XBWRLS AV | W M
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JVHSOER WIGYVMXMAI XLI IPIGXMSRYRZMGIRY\EXZMEPERG| LEW QEVVIH
QERRIV XLEX QMKLX QEOI XLI ZSXIGMMWXMBEP WXSOMSRW FIJSVI WYGL
REXMSREPMWX WIRXMQIRX XS WLSNS YAMBRKET Y X EPRH BRMGILI 3GXSFIV
XLI STTSWMXMSR XS HMWXERGI| MXiatle BRVE QWL I BVHTVAWW .TIEGI VEPP] M
(IQSGVEXMG 4EVX] ,(4 8LI ,(4..WBNXNMEMRBRXB]-7-7 x

IYVHMWL ZSXIV FEWI LEW GSRXVMFYXIH XS STTSWMXMSR [MRW

FIJSVI ERRPMIASWMXMSRIH X,SHBIWSLEBEMAGMWL IPIGXMSRW LEZI FIGSQI
XLI TEVX]..W SYXWTSOIR WYTTSVXSFSYVHSYERQIERH XLEGIYPMRK .YWXMG
TVSGIWW GSYPH QEOI MX E TSPMXWMBER] P¥ E4F M. MMR M RIR] MELM WZMRX TSI 1V |
IWGEPEXMRK LSWXMPMXMIW 41STPI..W 4EVX] ',4 PIEHMRK ER STT
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Kurdish and Gender Views of Turkey’s Candidates and Their Parties

8YVOMWL 4VIWMHIRX 6IGIT 8E]JMT )VHSOER SJ XLI .YWXMGI| ERH (IZIPST
/[IQEP /+P+iHEVSOPY SJ XLI 6ITYFPMGER 4ISTPI..W 4EVX] ',4 MR XLI YTG
JVHSOER..W VLIXSVMG MW KVIEXP] ERXM /YVHMWL /+P«iHEVSOPY..W ', 4
XLI 4ISTPIW... (IQSGVEXMG 4EVX] ,(4

HDP backing STTSWIH F] ,(4 *SVQEPP] WYTTSV.
Party MPs who are women

Turkish troops in Syria -R JEZSV 3TTSWIH EW SJ
The Istanbul Convention s MXLHVI[ JVSQ MX 4PIHKIH XS V
Sources: Al-Monitor.com, Hurriyet Daily News © 2023, The New Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy

XLEX WIIOW XS TSVXVEde)turtdis OER .. M8 RFYWI AWV XL|I TEWXSIJRRKX KEKW M)
G SV Vandaxthoritarian )VHSOER ERH ',4 JEV )VHSOER..W QSWX GLEPPIRKMRK
PIEHIV /IQEP /«P+iHEVSOPY LEZI EPMMRBTEVWIMWXINSR XLI TVIWMHIRG] N
XLIMV WXERGIW SR 7]VMER VIJYKIIMEZ/I+ RIFHEEBOPYYWEWHSOER ERH /+P-
VITIEXBBH]HKS VITEXVMEXI XLl IRXMVEX ESRHPERBERWMSREPP] LEZI WLS[R
MR XLI RI\X X[S JIEVW [LMPI )VHSOFREMWE O YFRILREQ'SVITSMRXW -J XLI TSP
[MPPMRK XS TIVQMX 7]VMERW XS PEI@G EREX[SKQIMRISGKW®SIR ETTIEVW PM
AIVLETW XLI QSWX TVSRSYRGIH HMG YN\ REGEPNIRYIEH X ES 8LI 8YVOMWL F
PIEHIVW.. TSPMGMIW MW XLIMV ETMRSAEXIME R /GG M RVIH NMXALY XWI EG Y X |
/+P+iHEVSOWNSQERVSTIRP] EFSYX L MX\L %R FXNM EVY MEA\EXLUYEOI LEZI TYX IG
ERH UYMIXP] FYMPX XMIW XS XLI , 3V ERX LERHK IG NRX INWK RBW | P)\GKSBRRG.]
JSVQEPP] E TEVX SJ XLI STTSWMXMSISR IEBRPKXRER MBIEHMRKQ ERH WIG Y
QER] XS LSTI XLEX E ',4 PIH KSZIVRQIR2N PIWRH WFIPIZER X
QSVI GSRHYGMZI XS FVSEHIV HI INGEPEXMSR SJ XLI 8YVOI]
IYVHMWL GSR%MG X 6IKEVHPIWW SJ [LS YPXMQEXIP] [MRW
G]GPI LEW VIZIEPIH XLEX 8YVOI]..W "/
%W E VIWYPX SJ )VHSOER..W ETTVSIBAGE RMXILMWWMMWR 8NWNOWIWL TSP M
WMRGI XLI FVIEOHS[R SJ TIEGI XEP[Q® GMPXMZEZXMWXXEPW][MXL TVS /YVH
EPP QENSV EVQIH ERH GMZMPMER EYRWH M LI WRAKIMX MA VP M R KBRYINAOW] XS W I |
ERH 7]VME FIPMIZI XLEX ER )VHSOBRZMCRPINQIRPBER QSYRX E GSQTIX
JEV [SVWI JSV /YVHMWL MRXIVIWXVEEQREBRRP R] EXEJREERIGEHI EJXIV 8Y"
STTSWMXMSR ZMGXSV] » TEVXMGYHBXR]XIRI4HIFMEZ O H FRXM R XLMW
WYTTSVX SJ /IYVHMWL ZSXIVW 8LI GRVER H ERSYDIYRINYMRINMKX] JSV TYXXMI
MR /YVHMWXER /'/ XLI YQFVIPPE BWRERIM EERBORMRNS QEMRWXVIEQ TS
XLl %FHYPPEL "GEPER MRWTMVIH /YVHMWL QSZIQIRX MR
8YVOI] -VER -VEU CGHPPHVMNE EREWRHSXS
J)VHSOER..W KSZIVRBDRBXMKRV PIEHIVW LEZI
FVSYKLX YT XLl VSPI SJ XLI 704 MBRBALKEX IQERRWMXYHI IEVXLUYEOI XLEX W
IYVHMWL PIEHIVWLMT LEW I\TVIWW\WB EX[IME RMRKR IBYWOX B EXEP G]VME MR
XS XLI ',4 ERH WYKKIWXIH XLEX E FEIRHK XZIVRIQIRKXMRK LYQERMXEVMER
QE] LEZI XS ETTVSEGL XLI /YVHMW X IMWMQII HME XIVPRDORPMLSSH SJ E RI]J
HYI XS ,(4 ZSXIW MRXS RSVXLIVR 7]VME 8Ll GEXEWXV S
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... a U.S. official said for the first time that there was “no
military solution” to the conflict and questioned the efficacy
of Turkey’s cross-border operations in Syria and lraq for the
country’s security concerns.

more than TISTPI HEIEH SZIV QMREWMS®R XLEX "WSQI JSVGIW ERH WMHIV
LSQIPIWR 8YVOI] ERH RSVXLIVR 7]VME XKV AHMKRKERIEH I/MEW | ¥V FYX [LIF
SR FSXL WMHIW SJ XLI FSVHIV E JElVI ®8WIMBR W B RK [ESVBEMWNOWH YW JSV
XS EHHVIWW 7(* PIEH| \Vadsesdeda TVIZMSNNVERWMFMPMX] % 1IWWEKMRK JVS(
RI[ EXXEGO XS FI PMOIP] MR *IFVY K\B][ K YHP XILS WIRIM MM H SIXEK.IW TEVXMGY
KSZIVRQIRXritlds@I11$Z1V XLI WTIIH SIWSRMMGWX GSYPH TPE] MR FVMRKMRK E
STIVEXMSRW ERH MXW PE\ IRIJSVGIRIRXSY] FVHEHPRHRRKGWENIRBRXLW
GSHIW WYFWIUYIRX TSPPMRK JSYRH XLEX XLIWI GVMXMUYIW
HMH RSX XVERWPEXI MRXS MRGVIESLIM IS TZIIRW W XWINSIRKWWYX ESR M PIZIP SJ
JVHSOER..W WXIEH] TSPPMRK RYQRINVMWOBRMKEHP WXEXIMYBREIXLI 4// FEWII
MQQIHMEXI VMWO SJ ER MRZEWM S WM RXW 8W X OMWRNV T VWZH RIXM\REKX XK FRM R &Y VO |
MR 7]VME LEW LMWXSVMGEPP] FIIRMRKES] BSVXLUVRYHVREV I 3V B BHEY EP W
TEVX] XS VEPP] WYTTSVX HYVMRK TMIWSH W SIVIOMIK LSV REA ¥ MWIHR XS TIEC
YRIQTPS]QIRX SV SXLIV HSQIWXMERN EWIRMEWX SRI LMKL PIZIP 9 7 S%
EGORS[PINKEX XLI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW LE
O9RHIV XLIWI GSRHMXMSRW XLI 4// TEIWRSYUHRBYVOI] XS VIWXEVX /YVHM
MRGIRXMZIW ERH TSPMXMGEP GSZIV XEMXGEEKL KITIEWIXIMEWX HMH RSX F
GIEWI %Vl WXEXMRK XLEX MX [SYPMXIRMW B KGBDXV FSNRVBEXURBR/ L-R .YP]
XIVVMXSV] ERH [SYPH SRP] YWI JSVUSY MR I ERY WS XRIQI RELIEM K MIXE %FE W S P
EXXEGOIH % VWX arnbuRderdedtVWVE MR EXIMEPXL]I GSR%MGX ERH UYIWXMSRIH XL
focused on the immediate humanitarian situation GVSWW FSVHIV STIVEXMSRW MR 7]VM
JSPPS[MRK XLI IEVXLUYEOI WYFWIESYRX W X.EBWMIKRXWMEKS BBRGIVRW
XS E PSRKIV VYRRMRK 9 7 PIH FEGOGLERRIP MR%YIRGMRK
XLl HIGMWMSR -R *IFVYEV] 7(* 'SOERHIWWRENMIJIXLI 4//..W PIEHIVW L
1EAPSYQ s AIMR XIVREXMSREP EG X SWYK¥% I WeXAH "XVEXHX KIS [SYPH [IPGSQI |
WIRH E QIWWEKI XS XLI 4// XLVSYKWYW SWEQMREPIWHMRK JVSQ XLI 9 7
XS GSRZMRGI! XLI 4// XS ERRSYRGI| WSPIEXWMSRVK& 8RVOI].. W /YVHMWL UY
(IGIQFIV BERBIR GSYRXVMIW XLEXSNYITTSOXVI®I] RIKSXMEXMSRW FIX[IIR
XLl 7(* MR XLI “KLX EKEMRWX -7-72V3WRIKERX MRREIRIWSBY MRK..W EXXIQT)
XLl 8YVOMWL /YVHMWL GSR%MGX ERINMBIVMWRI HEKXI 7(* E®RH 8YVOI]..W MRC
EWWMWXERGI MR TVSQSXMRK E TS®PHEWNMGERMRSERXMER %F DEH MR N
GSR%“MGX 7TIEOMRK EX E GSRJIVIEBHEPABHIIV) Y& ERSERRMAY W IY VIS YEK L
4EVPMEQIRX MR 1EVGL 7(' 4VIWMHLNXY -PEHQVWL@ERPMRK JSV 8YVOI] 7(*

stated that one of the countries that had made the VIWSPZIH TIEGIJYPP]
VIUYIWX JSV %FHM XS EWO XLI 4// XS HIGPEVI E GIEWI Y%LVI
[EW XLI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW SLIWI TVIZMSYW [1JJSVXW PEMH XLI V1

JSV E JYXYVI WIXXPIQIRX FYX XLI] HI
8LI 4// MXWIPJ PIRX WSQI GVIHIRGIGSBR XV | Wi \GIMWEYMNPEW W YKKIWXMRK XLE
[LIR /'/ 'S 'LEMV ERH 4// JSYRHMRKERIQBYNVNOQ " EVI RS[ QSVI JEZSVEFPI J
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The PKK hasextended MXW TEVXMEP GIEW I % VD20bMSYiiek

XLI IPIGXMSRW 8LMW MW [IPP [MXLMR 9 7 MRXIVIWXW EW MX

[MPP TVSZMHI KVIEXIV TSPMXMGEP9QBFZVVXISW Il GISREKMX MIS RMWKEXILT 9 7 LI
SJJ E 8YVOMWL MRGYVWMSR MRXS X3VAME VMR M8 R XTBX IR XMERIKEW R |
TVI IPIGXMSR ZMSPIRGI MR 8YVOI] ERH TIVLETW TVSZMHI

FVIEXLMRK VSSQ JSV XLI STTSWMX3NSFR MSVV IEIEIHISMX IXESZI VITIEXIHP] HI!
8YVOI]..W /[YVHMWL ZSXIVW EW XL toldestBoX KERW % T)T7VEEB LXLI 7(* [LMGL X
* MRGVIEWMRK XLI GLERGIW XLEX EIRKEXHREWERBVYMRBYMWMXWSKVETLMGW .
KSZIVRQIRX [MHIP] NTIGXIH XS FI PMWIW BY XG@ BN E&EXMWE] MERMERN SEIRHHM V I G X
STTSWIH XS /YVHMWL MRXIVIWXW ESRIYEPQEY MARRHMTY NGXVMRY“ZYIRGI MR
E PIWW LSWXMPI TSPMG] XS[EVHW K|VIME *GEREK KEP PAW 7 XLI KVSYT 8[S

May 2023: Opportunities for De-Escalation
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STIVEXMSRW LEZI SYWXIH XLI 7(* ERHW EMR% %2)77J¥VXQ VIHMVIGX WIGY VN
%JVMR 6EW EP %MR ERH 8EP % F] ekl couiReM$(I EddFONIR ¢¢der(td counter the Turkish
%%2)7 XIVVMXSV] 8YVOI] MW TYVWMRRKWHMORPAVINBGIKWHLSPHMRK XLSY
QMPMXEV] IGSRSQMG ERH HMTPS@KXMIG/ W XEEXREWPFSREWIE XIVIEOW [SY
YRWXEFPI ERH YPXMQEXIP] YRPMZERPSFZIWRHMK MERM XISV RIL] -7-7 EXXE
GSQQYRMXMIW XLEX QEOI YT XLIMVSHEPWIFRJTWMWIEVXS VI EFWSVF XLSY\
XS HMWTPEGI XLIWI TSTYPEXMSRWYS XNWR PEGQ BKREMRMWXW VEROW EW
XLI EYXLSVMXMIW x;MXL SV [MXLS YEG E RVWM-R/EBDWERSHR 7 PMNVBEN
ETTVSEGL HIKVEHIW XLI GMZMP ERH QMPMXEV] MRWXMXYXMSRW
SJ RSVXLIEWX 7]VME SZIV XMQI PIBPMREKYXLIZLHIWMWEWWIWW XLI MQQIH
EFPI XS EHQMRMWXIV XLIMV XIVVMX3¥] EIR WM RSWY WMARXRE[ EW PS[IV XL
GSYRXIV -7-7 GSEPMXMSR XS TVIZIRX XLVIWYXKUREOSIJIWXEFPMWLMRK E
XLI XIVVSVMWX KVSYT ASRI% EGVSWW RSVXLIVR 7]JVME VIQE
SJ )VHSOER..W ERH VIRI[IH TVIWWYV
-R EHHMXMSR XS MXW XEVKIXIH EWWEWW WMRDXRISRIGEIQTEMKRVIZEMPW \
EKEMRWX WIRMSV 7(* ERH %%2)7 P(IBHMTMWLRTTEBARAEVPE GEBAPMMRK SJJ TP
E ZEVMIX] SJ PIZIVW XS HIKVEHI XL2ASZIKQWS\R ) SERBERGIERPX BYVOI] [MPP |
WLYXXMBRKEEIUOPIGXVEGBINMW XS QEESFM[GWRAEMVM SR "EX XLI QSWX GSRZI
TVIWWYVMRK XLI /YVHMWXER 6IKMS8REPG+IS 2IYRRIMPMSMIWEISPPS[MRK XI
XS VIWXVMGX RSVXLIEWX 7]VME..WI8RZ A I RFE FRSBAMM S [ GMEBW B[MRIKSTTSV X"
ERH VIWXVMGXMRK RIEVP] EPP GVIWWXMSWHX® XYBH| ERHEXYER WXV EFF
FIX[IIR 8YVOMWL ERH 7(* LIPH XIVVIMXSVI XL.EWXEMRIRW
8YVOMWL TVIWWYVI JSVGIW XLI 7(* XS WIIO RI[ FEGOIVW
JSV QMPMXEV] ERH TSPMXMGEP WY WMX3VXV JMXKEMXXE RIEMRKMRWMSR XL
XLl GSYRXIV -7-7 QMWWMSR 4VIZM8RW X BFVEPPMEXIMESRRHLEMW TPEGIQIRX EF
TYWLIH XLI KVSYT XS STIR FEGOGLER IRV I[BWXY Vd WWIWMEXEFMPMX] MRG
ERH XLI %WWEH VIKMQI ERH XS EGBIZNX KRTQRHREKPERMIRZSRWMXMGEP TEV XM(
SJ VIKMQI XVSSTW ERH 6 YWWMER OWPHMX %G A EWHNIEWL XEGUYMGW MR EVI
XMQI XLIWI HIEPW TSWI ER NMWXIWXREFEWLXYLEXY WS FEENVQIH KVSYTW [}
XLl 7(* MXWIPJ ERH XLI 9 7 QMWWMBR KRAJVME TIBY HEKMMRKVIWTSRWM
E GSQTPMGEXIH TEXGL[SVO SJ EHZHYWMR WMV EGW\EVWVERH SXLIV QMRSVMX
RSVXLIEWX 7]VME WIIOMRK XS JSVGI XLI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW SYX
ERH EWWIVX (EQEWGYW.. GSRXVSBIFzZF MXIGXMEMSR XLMW GEQTEMKR M\
8YVOMWL GSRXVSP SZIV XLI 7]VMER 8
8LMW GSYPH IWGEPEXI EX ER] XMQVIRS Zl RITNAPMXEVTSPMXMGEP ERH
MRGYVWMSR MRXIRHIH XS WIMAI XIWNXMEBW|SINS QRWY VW o)IVI MW RS TS|
ERH XLI 7(* ERH HMWTPEGI| PSGEP EBTYBP MM YW P 4TEWSN IGX XLEX EPPS[
MRGYVWMSRW TEVXMGYPEVP] 8YVOWIPIWSZIVRBREBWWAR MMRME MR XLI JY
XLIR /YVHMWL QEBEWISAZHHK] PoMEMR YVXSWWSBZIW LEZI WXEXIH XLEX HIQSK
JSVGMRK SYX PSGEP /YVHMWL GMZMW MERS\E BRH XRPEYMRXY BPXNKIMR % J
RSR /YVHMWL 7]VMER VIJYKIIW MR 8Y VY H XGERI WM REAEXINEW PXLI TISTPI C
XLl EVIE 8LI HI JEGXS TSPMG] SJ IWYMXE FGFR | ERW KIIREKX EMIGI E]VI XLI % VE
XS FI VITPMGEXIH MR XLI IZIRX SJ EVRIR 8 X WOYMWE MRIGYSMVILSRP MJIIWX]PI
MRXS /YVHMWL QENSVMX] EVIEW MRMWGK®WMRKWKLI LEWMRSQIXIVW SJ
XS RYQIVSYW LYQER VMKLXW EFYW{® XIRHBGWOMWH ESWEHPEMRIH JEPWIP
GLEPPIRKI WIXXMRK FEGO /YVHMW LYSAAMOWIWQ EINBE®M X E PGWMR [ EMK R SQVE K
MXW =EAMHM ERH %PIZM TSTYPEXMSF
-R EHHMXMSR XS XLMW LYQERMXEWMER &Y\WOVMW ERX]|\SIOIRRWSFZI[SYPH
[SYPH GVIEXI E WIGYVMX] RMKLXQBMIWIRXR BV S [LREWX %]V ME
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XS NTPSMX XLI VIWYPXMRK GLESW JS
(I IWGEPEXMSR FIX[IIR 8YVOI] ERH XL
VSEHQET JSV ER IZIRXYEP 9 7 [MXLH
TS[IV ZEGYYQ SV MQQIHMEXI IWGEPE:

% RI[| ETTVSEGL XS XLI 8YVOI] 4/] GSR
XLI HI IWGEPEXSV] WXITW XEOIR F] Xl|
the United States to take action on some of these

GLEPPIRKIW [LIVI MX LEW SXLIVI[MWI |
(I IWGEPEXMSR KMZIW XLI 9RMXIH 7XI
GSRHMXMSRW XS EHZERGI MXW GSYR
GSYRXV]..W RSVXLIEWX [LMPI QEMRX
8YVOMWL GVSWW FSVHIV QMPMXEV] E

Syrian Kurdish women carry flags displaying Kurdistan

Worker's Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan’s portrait, as

they rally in support of Syrian Forces, and to denounce the % KIRHIV EREP]JWMW MW SRI XSSP XLI
recent attacks by Turkish forces in Qamishli in northeast XEO|l EHZERXEKI SJ XLMW STTSVXYRM
SN Ol 2 AP MR RSVXLIEWX 7]VME ERH PIZIVEKI W
(Delil Souleiman / AFP via Getty Images) FVSEHIV KPSFEP UYIWXMSRW SJ WXV]

8LMW WYWXEMRIH 8YVOMWL TVIWWLY | GEYCAVS XV TREWKMGE F7 |R/INEEI TVWLMT
EPWS WIVZIW 6YWWMER ERH -VERMERZUR X BZIMOEW XIR] HM IV KIRX YRHIV
[IEOIRMRK XLI %%2)7 ERH XLI 7(* « %33R IWXV[SHRKHRVYMR TYFPMG PMJI ERH W
ZMEFPI GSYRXIV XS E GSQTPIXI VIEMAUWELRLTXYIVWYPMRK %/4 EVI [SQIR
SJ IEWXIVR 7]VME « ERH HVMZMRK € JYHRKIVEIXWIIRMTPSQEG] ERH REXMSR
XLl %%2)7 7(* ERH XLI GSYRXIV -7-E\GSERMBMISRI PIS[ VEXIW SJ JIQEPI TI
LMKLPMKLXMRK XLI PEXXIV..W YR[MRPIWRISRIBRV.. WSKEHZHWR@ W X EVI VIY2I(
XLVIEXW XS XLI TLIWMGEP WIGYVMKEWRIH WSAMFEHY XISIPMXMGEP SVMIR
TSTYPEXMSR 'IVXEMR EWTIGXW SIGBRWFAEEKEMKR TEXBMEWSLEP ZMI[ S.
HVSRI WXVMW®WIGE PIEBAH MR GSRGIV>XRWMXULSENQREQAWW EKEMRWX [LSQ KIRH
6YWWMER -VERMER HMTYPISKIEXMR EEGEHVZMWIGVMQMREXMSR GER FI NYWX

TSWWMFMPMX] SJ GSSVHMREXMSR SIMXL KHdMRKWSWREIRG X EPIY W\ 1I§L1 GY P
7]VME RSVQEPM/2"EXMSR KVS[MRK BVYHS® EBR.vW KSE]WRAHIRX [IETSRM"MNW |
8YVOMWL GSRXVSP MR 7]VME GSYPHSFH N WS IMQIWR & Xd SE &% BMREWIX [SQIR E
[MXLSYX ER] GSRHMXMSRW SV EGGEBRIRKIEEMHMM XWWERWKNVIWKRWMSR SJ K
XLI %%2)7 ERH XLI 7(* LEZI VIJYWIRBLDMWEGYIARZMIV XMW GIRXVEP XS XLI <

XIVVMXSV] YRHIV XLIMV GSRXVSP IERXMSREKRMWQ DUEERWSVQW XLI MHIS
JVHSOER..W GSRWSPMHEXMSR SJ TS|

8LI PEGO SJ GPIEVP] JVEQIH TSPMXGNREMS EMH BXXXN ENSIKW GL MAS KPS EI VR Q O
SENIGXMZIW JSV XLI 9 7 TVIWIRGI MRERVIWE XI|EXRVHARWE X S VQSQHR XS PIK
GSYRXIV -7-7 QMWWMSR LEW IQTS[ZWMHPERXZ SGUVEXGCIXWMSIVWE PMOI GLMPH QE
WX]PI EFVYTX [MxKelth¥ EafE thattig
9 7 HITPS]QIRX LEW VYR MXW GSY®W|%&IRY ER §3RMMEREKMMEWPP] GSQ!
[MXLHVE[EP ERH E TIVQERIRXP] YRMRERP.W)VEYBIRRI@S R 2 WKLY STOE/XW WM S
LS[IZIV LEZI RIKEXMZI GSRWIUYIRGS®RIRSNN W IXIL g RSV W KW EPP SXLIV J¢
SJ XLI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW ERH JSV SZIVEPRRARGERM X)) @RRAI PIEHIVW WXVIW)
WXEFMPMX] MR XLI VIKMSR 8LMW YR G&iKKXKEMRK]IXNEFWXW IREP MHIEW EF
EHZIVWEVMIW [MXL FIXXIV IWXEFP USSR % R?EKIKMEWMMMERMM XM SRW
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A U.N. report on Turkish proxy rule in Afrin found a
marked increase in sexual violence against women,
including an increase in arbitrary detention and abuse in
detention centers.

ERH JIQEPI GS GLEMVW UYSXEW S8LMWKSSVQKSEWKERNIVIH EYXLSVMXEV
[SQIR..W VITVIWIRXEXMSR MR HIGM%®XKRVYE BRIRKRMIHMIWROEVE MHISPS
ERH EYXSRSQSYW EPP [SQIR..W WXRHG&ILYER LEEZMPI [SQIR VIWMWXMRK
HIGMWMSR QEOMRK TS[IV SR MWW WR -WIPRZERK %3KISERRIWWER LEZI JSY
VMKLXW ;SQIR PIEH QMPMXEV] STIWERMBERWVMEKENWS®W X [VMER /YVHMWL |
ERH HMTPSQEXMG HIPIKEXMSRW E&VBEWW7XGERMHAHHEPHI)EW X

YYVSTI ERH XLI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW 6EXLIV XLER FEGOWPMHMRK

XLl %%2)7 LEMOEHS I\MWXMRK 7]8MER®PP[7.. W GSQQMXQIRX XS [SQIR..
XS FIXXIV TVSXIGX XLI VMKLXW SJ VRQRR ERH O WMEHQSVISZIV LEW
XS MQTVSZI XLI MQTPIQIRXEXMSR 93X IOSWITRPMCMEREOIVW 8LI 9RMXIH 7
TVEGXMGI ERH EHHVIWW XLIMV WLERWEBIQMA KWRHBDYWMFHRHIIIEX% SJ -7-
GSYRXVMIW EVSYRH XLI [SVPH EVIVEGWRKWHRESFGYRRMEYIGYVMX] TEVXR
FEGOWPMHMRK MRGPYHMRK XLI 9 FYXXER WS KSZZMWRERBYMENV XRIVW [MX
INEQTPI SJ LS[ HIQSGVEXMG KSZIVRERWFSWMMER CEBREWIM SR ERH ERXM WIG

XLVSYKL E WXVSRK GSQQMXQIRX X&L|[S0%R). W - WMKEPMMW MR KIRHIV TUYMX
ERH VITVIWIRXEXMSR IZIVIXLMRK JVSQ MXW WGLSSP GYVVN

MXW QYRMGMTEP LMVMRK HIGMWMSR
8LI +ISVKIXS[R -RWXMXYXI JSV ;SQPBRKI GV ERHKVEXIK] XS GSYRXIV FSX
71GYVMX]...W ;SQIR 41EGI ERH 7IGYWVMXY VRIKK[]\ XLMWMBX TSWIH F] -7-7 ERH >
QIEWYVIW [SQIR..W MRGPYWMSR M®&LW BB NRIKIW XIL.S WVHEG]GH MW HISPSK] M
XS E NYWX PIKEP WJWXIQ ERH XLIMV TLIWMGEP WIGYVMX]

EGVSWW GSYRXVMIW LEW HIQSRWWEKMHAIXY ERG WMWY IMRARXIH XS XL
GSVVIPEXIW [MXL SXLIV Ol] MRHMGE;WRY; MERIFHRX S IWKE WIMKY XLSVW LEW
WXEFMPMX] ERH KSZIVRERGI %W HEBWHIJ MG MR I VW XMW L WIGYVMX
'LIRS[IXL ERH >SI 1EVOW “%RH [SQMWIW OBVZ4BYWRW%AN ZMSPIRGI ERH HMWC
GER $RI SJ XLl QSWX TSXIRX GLEPPRYNKINWYLS[XQIRKE¥YFEPXEGXMG SJ [EV |
VMWI SJ EYXSGVEGMIW XLEX WIIO XETMIVEW M KR | M IVITWHIWMWMZBQIR...W C
QSHIPW EFES@HXXIV XLI &MHIR EHOMMMKEXKXVER 8YVOI] LEW VIWTSRH

LEW MHIRXMYIH EW E WXVEXIKMG §EBRRREMRUYEPMX] MR E [MHI EVVE] SJ
WXVYGXYVIW XLEX WLEVI MXW MHISP

;MXL 8YVOI]..W ERXM 7(* GEQTEMKRW EPVIEH] EPMKRMRK

MX [MXL 6YWWME -VER ERH XLI 7]ViMEReK S2OINVMRQ IRXOrX ki

HIKVII XS [LMGL XLI EYXSRSQ] SJ RSVXLIEWX 7]VME GER

FI TVIWIVZIH MW EPVIEH] E QEXXIVB8YMOFZERX NS SVXWEXBKMIKVEHI ERH H
GSQTIXMXMSR MR XLI VIKMSR 8LI GQIRYVEWXKEIXMRERGI TVSNIGX MR RS
8YVOMWL PIEHIVWLMT..W TEXVMEVIBMWH \ESTXSBEXWMXEFXIPR M@ VEGHMEX MZQV
ERH RSVXLIEWX 7]VME..W MQTSVXB\RYGME WRGIENDPWXK SVKIMMBARH XLI GSR:
XS[EVH KIRHIV IUYEPMX] VIMRJSVGTWSX]L KERKMWKE GNVSEM\ONWR SV XLIVR 7]VM
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XLEX HMWTVSTSVXMSREXIP] TYX [XBI R \EXQBMWIKI B IXMSNIERFGMX] 8LI GSF
ERH MRGVIEWI! KIRHIV HMWGVMQMREXMBRWYE B\2M ¢ YPXWX BR WIGXSV [LI
8YVOMWL TVS\] VYPI MR %dréadeRnJS FRBYEVQEWAIN IWXVMGXMSRW SR [EXIV
WI\YEP ZMSPIRGI EKEMRWX [SQIR IMER/G XYHM R KR EHR INEROGNPIE Wiced TSG O I X F-
MR EVFMXVEV] HIXIRXMSR ERH EFY\WQ MRXHSI XNROMSP B RKQYWSVO MR HE
3XLIV IPIQIRXW XEVKIX [SQIR..W TSHMWNGHEXTEVNSXQIGCMRERBWR GEWIW |
ERH TLIWMGEP WEJIX] HMVIGXP] WANMJLSPR][MIRVESRWINFPI JSV GLMPHGE
FSQFIH KMVPW WGLSSP ERH OMPPIPEFSYW 3R Y\HIR®BWH MIREXVX SJ [SQIR
RSVXLIEWX 7]JVME MR LMW Y“%XMRXRSEVTEXDEIWR BPVME VITSVXIH XLEX
Turkey’s VITVIWWMZI WXVEXIKMIW EKEWIRW S RWMAPWISWEBBHIWXMG PEFSV
KVSYTW ERH TSPMXMGEP ST-XSRPRWS/S FHFSEINW X MSOEPIP] XLIQ XS WLSYPHIV
WYKKIWXW XLEX 8YVOI] MW E[EVI XILEXWAMH IVSPII ISSIQ[ISTIRQI GSRXVMFY XN
MR XLI %%2)7 ERH 7(* MW SRI SJ XMWXMKGISRV.BP TS [MR¥YHV)EVW SJ [EV LEZ
WXVIRKXLW ERH E QSHIP XLEX GSYIBISRSQJTERNIMRISYEWXVYGXYVI ERH
GLEPPIRKI EYXLSVMXEVMERW IPWIERWMIQEX|I GLERKI MW E TVSFPIQ EGVS
8LI RSVXLIEWX EPVIEH] WXVYGXYVEF
(IXIVMSVEXMRK IGSRSQMG ERH IRZMV S/RQVRERE ® XGOSR HIRAMBRWK IP] HITIR
EVI SRI TVSFPIQ ;SVPH[MHI IRZMWSR QIRMBRIP] ZYPRIVEFPI XS XLIWI LE
deteriorationhas HMWTVSTSVXMSREXI|I RIKE OSMZARMGTBEEEW FEXI XLIWI XLVIEXW
SR [SQIRTEVXMGYPEVP] TSSV ERH WIGKR USSMR] BlYIXW XLI GPSWYVI ERF
WEQI TEXKEZRWIIR SFWIVZIH MR RSMXLBEWXMWR. 7]VMER FSVHIV ERH WI(
Syria  8YVOMWL IRZMVSRQIRXEP ERHHINM®RRGMEX MZIWW GCEIQMWRMIW JVSQ )
GVIEXMRK GSRHMXMSRW XLEX HMV9GXRYERSERWER Vb %0\2 DT KIMSR XSR RSV X
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JWXVENYHMGMEP OMPPMRKW SJ TSPMMXMGEPRIZERHcQMPMXEV] PIEHIVW

F] 8YVOMWL ERH 8YY®WGNW FEB/G EIR SFWXEGPI

XS %%2)7 ERH 7(* GETEFMPMXMIW EVRW TP HE M2 RXSEIRH HIQSKVETLMG GLE
MRWIGYVMX] ERH MRWXEFMPMX] E@RRWQXIS VXM RM POBERT S RTR P BXMYR O]
7SQIl SJ XLl QSWX LMKL TVS¥%PIl OMRBWRIKIWR MRGWPE HMRHKNMAY PGS H X BBX
FVYXEdR SJ /YVHMWL TSPMXMGEP RIEWIYSYIMMR FREREBR HMWRTREPHRE XY EP@
and the assassination SJ WIRMSYV 7(* PIEHI\G3RR]IEXW ERH GSQQYRMXMIW 8YVOI]
=SYWYJ LEZI XEVKIXIH [SQIR WTIGMRYGE PoP42 WMKREMMEK] LEZI HMWTPE
XLEX [SQIR [LS NSMR XLI 7(* SV E¥%PLMVEENVWHRHMZ B WISGRIIXRPER] SJ [LSQ
SVKERMAEXMSRW EVI WYFNIGX XS YRWMXWI|SUMNO W %B)FIRZSQI LEZI VIWIX
EPVIEH] JEGI KIRHIVIH FEVVMIVW X&SEW X L&NPT BSXM S\RWMRM Z1 MR MR XIVF
TSPMXMGW ERH WIGYVMX] JSVGIW KPSSFEP@TW YXGGRE RISMRKI KW XLI EYXI
7]VME XLI JIEV SJ IMXLIV FIMRK MR XQIRV.YREVKERM"EXMSRW VITSVX XL
XLl [VSRK XMQI F] EWWSGMEXMRK PZWXSIP MRIRIM XV I[ SIMWTWRTSVXMSREXI F
TSPMXMGEP ERH WIGYVMX] MRW XMDEWXOM ERW S ¥ LH MG SEMRIK B KRN KHM W G\
SRIWIPJ VIMRJSVGIW XLIWI FEVVMIEW k8K W V EEXXERFKO AMMW VRZEGIH GSQQ)Y
E X[SJSPH TYVTSWI JSV %YROEVE H{EIMQEXMRXY RMXWXW YEGN Y$VI HMYG Y
SJ XLI %%2)7 ERH 7(* MXWIPJ ERH RWAWWMEBMIKVTWSYMEWE LE P

RSVQW XLEX HMWTVSTSVXMSREXIP] TYRMWL [SQIR [LS
WIIO TSPMXMGEP IQTS[IVQIRX %VIEW RSX HMVIGXP] YRHIV 8YVOMWL

MQTEGXIH -R WSQI FSVHIV ERH JVSR
8LIWI XEVKIXIH OMPPMRKW QEOI| MXLERVHEVP ISV XLI PMMKMREP VIWMHIR
XS VIGVYMX [SQIR MRXS MXW VEROM EWH!IW|kK8MEMHA MWRRHGY SWW FSVHIV W
TEVMX] MR GMZMPMER KSZIVRERG IXE R HE & M2V WENEWIL XH V IR FWMAY MO T W
SJ /SRKVI]JE 7XEV XLI YQFVIPPE SVMRWMEE MWV MXJEVEXL HMWVYTXW IGSR
EYXSRSQSYWP] SVKERMAIH [SQIR..WROSTXEGIRXWEW SJ PMIJI HVMZMRK (
IYVHMWL VIKMSRW SJ RSVXLIEWXIWRKMGRY BRGER EYPRSMMXMIW WXEX
'SQIR..W %WWIQFP] ER IUYMZEPIRXIQENRRMMAREX MS & IWRLSWI XLEX HS RS
%VEF QENSVMX] VIKMSRW SJ RSVXKEWRNELRERK WEWSEPX RI[ PMZIW IPW
XLl EYXLSV XLEX XLI 8YVOMWL GEQCFEMK R ISY WMGRYW WX \EWW XLEX XLI]
PMQMXIH XLIMV EFMPMX] XS Qszl MPPKIINYT1B Mtppf 2R SSIVFRWRGYVW
EVIEW 8LI GEQTEMKR EPWS LEW P RMOMKYIR &R V[ RIRW SJ GMXMIW PN
TEVXMGMTEXMSR MR TYFPMG KEXLI®YVRKRWMRBI[&HIR...w
[MPPMRKRIWW XS QIIX [MXL XLIQ 7SQI [SQIR EVI JEGIH
[MXL MRGVIEWIH TVIWWYVI JVSQ XEIMWIEQMPMING REX XS
TEVXMGMTEX|I MR TSPMXMGW FIGENY:I/SJeXdel M X VMObWiert SXLIVW
VITSVXIHP] NTVIWWIH JIEV XLEX XLIMV TEVXMGMTEXMSR QMKLX
IRHERKIV XLI PMZIW SJ XLIMV GLMBBVGBYEWIW XMW (CERRESR%2)7 MR RS
JSV QIIXMRKW XS XEOI TPEGI MR T®YNZEI ILIEES\) FWI ERMPWW RK XS MRHMVI(
EGGITXEFPI JSV [SQIR XS FVMRK ] HNWRKI GXRMPW VTR SOBXXKVEY TW XLEX TIV
S%LGIW [MXL XLIQ WSQI %%2)7 MR VBXMXLY MWERWW BV SQIR ERH KMVPW
SR WMXI GLMPHGEVI XS[EVHW -7-7 MR XLI IEVP] [IEVW SJ 7
INEQTPI )VHSOER...VEMI$HVRQIRMLEH
8LI WXVMOIW XLIVIJSVI XLVIEXIR %K6298TPINSW XW VIEXIRMRK XLER E /YVH
TVSQSXI KIRHIV TEVMX] ERH [SQIRentity MRAPXYW MSRHWR ERH EW E TSXIRX
TSPMXMGW ERH WIGYVMX] JSVGIW GRHYRXEY HE IMRWMEH. PSR IRRM TIRHIR X
WYTTSVX JSV XLMW EWTIGX SJ XL IfounKtvaSTRrkeWJ K & IR/ IR E RGIHSXREUSAM W | S J
SJ JIEV JSV XLIMV S[R WEJIX] x E HIKVII EW XS FI GSQTPMGMX MR -7-
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If the U.S. fails to act, a third Turkish incursion into northeast
Syria will remain an ever-present possibility. This would be

an existential threat to the AANES and SDF, and by extension
the U.S.-led mission that relies on them.

KIRSGMHI EKEMRWXWOLIQMG MHIMWE PFGBERRXIV -7-7 QMWWMSR XLEX VIPMIW
KIRHIV FEWIH ENBMRRGX =EAMHM [S[GNROERHI| VIGIRX 4// GIEWI ¥%VI ETTE\
KMVPWI[ESKRMAIH F] XLI1 9FENXBEHQENSRPBWRK 9 7 TVIWWYVI TVSZMHIW
IPIQIRX SJ XLI KIRSGMHI XLSYWER[WW [ [SDBERTERHXYRMX] XS EZIVX JY)
KMVPW [IVI EFHYGXIH ERH JSVGIH MMKISPW KXW WIPIEGBWWXVYGXMZI VSP
-7-7 YuKLXIVW=BSMHEMXGSQQY RMXMIWPHEH|VRR XLIWI MWWYIW [LIR MX MW JY
QER] SJ XLI RIEVP] QMWWMRK [SQIR ERH GLMPHVIR
[LS EVI WXMPP EPMZI PMOIP] VIQEMRAYMXL KLIRMPW- X% ETGXKS VBAXMMVH 8Y
Turkeyor 8sYVOMWL GSRXVSPPIH VIKMSRW IR EE\WWME]VME [MPP VIQEMR ER 1Z
8LMW [SYPH FI ER I\MWXIRXMEP XLVIE
-R MXW QMPMXEV] STIVEXMSRW EKEMRBRHXA] I9%%WRWNMSHXLI 9 7 PIH QM
7(* WMRGI 8YVOI] LEW YWIH EVMXHXKVSEEWVXLEMSY XS IPIGXMSRW |
XLI 9 2 LEW JSYRMTSRWMFPI JSV WAVWAEP ERH WIGSRH VSYRH TVIWMHIR;
KIRHIV FEWIH ERBPKRRHIV HMWGVMRIMRER M BYMEMWL PIEHIVW EW I\MW
LEW GVIEXIH E "TIVZEWMZ| GPMQEXRIYYVIREVKEMGERMRXJWGCGWHYVZMZEP
GSR¥%RIH ?2/YVHMWL [SQIRA XS XLIMV7LSQHW BX B SR RXWVFHRX HMQMRMW.L |
IGLSIH F] HMWTPEGIH [SQIR JVSQ SEPHYIWHEMRKEWR%YIRGI SR XLIMV FILE
EP %MR ERH %JVMR PMZMRK MR SB3U0IV TEYXMH PIMROSRFXWEBVIXIXRI GEPGY
7]VME XSHE] ;SQIR EVI 1JJIGXMZIPWINGPWHBY VIBQE[EVI XLEX GETXYVMF
KSZIVRERGI MR XLIWI VIKMSRW VIRSKQIW XMEVERHIWRKS] XLI %%2)7 ER
[SQIR..W VMKLXW QEHI F] XLl %%2)BYERAIPAMIR S@POH XLI PMUYMHEXMSH
FEGO ERH [SQIR [LS TEVXMGMTEXIEHY MIRS%WHR) M RIR.XWIEWX 7]VME EPX
MRWXMXYXMSRW EVI EX TEVXMGY PAWI MMWOXBU ZMBPIRGIGIEWI %VI EKVI
SRP] HIPE]JIH XLI MRIZMXEFPI [SYPH I
3RI VIEWSR [L] QER] HMWTPEGIH Thed KILGC FRRR S MWYGVSRYPH PIEH XS ER |
XS XLI 3PMZI &VERGL ERH 41EGI 7T M REWVWRIWWOS ISBIoM¥E)7 XIVVMXSV]
XLI JIEV SJ 72% ZMSPIRGI EKEMRWXJ[XQ|IRGMEMMM @ MBOENPKS FI XEVKIXIF
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Turkish President and leader of the Justice and Development Party (AK Party) Recep Tayyip Erdo an arrives to deliver a

speech during a party meeting at the Turkish Grand National Assembly in Ankara on March 29, 2023.
(Adem Altan / AFP via Getty Images)
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