
Executive Summary 

In recent months, the United States has made 
its most concentrated efforts to date to address 
�X�L�I���E�V�Q�I�H���G�S�R�½�M�G�X���F�I�X�[�I�I�R���X�L�I���K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���S�J��
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A Supporter holds a sign reading “We promise you, we will win” during a rally for Turkey’s Republican People’s 
Party Chairman and Presidential candidate Kemal K�l�çdaro�lu in Çanakkale, western Turkey, on April 11, 2023. 
In the distance, a large poster of K�l�çdaro�lu, who is challenging Recep Tayyip Erdo�an in the May2023 elections, 
promises “the return of spring.” (Ozan Kose / AFP via Getty Images)
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COVER PHOTO: Syrian Democratic Forces fighters take part in a funeral in Hasakeh, in northeast Syria in February 2022, 
for members killed during a jailbreak attempt by the Islamic State at the Ghwayran prison. (AFP via Getty Images)
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Kurdish decisionmakers to confront the costs of PKK 
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A Syrian Democratic Forces rebel fighter holds a rocket-
propelled grenade launcher at the front lines outside of 
Syria’s northern city of Manbij, on June 8, 2022. 
(Bakr Alkasem / AFP via Getty Images)
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more than ���������������T�I�S�T�P�I���H�I�E�H���E�R�H���S�Z�I�V�����������Q�M�P�P�M�S�R��
�L�S�Q�I�P�I�W�W���M�R���8�Y�V�O�I�]���E�R�H���R�S�V�X�L�I�V�R���7�]�V�M�E�����K�M�Z�M�R�K���P�I�E�H�I�V�W��
�S�R���F�S�X�L���W�M�H�I�W���S�J���X�L�I���F�S�V�H�I�V���E���J�E�V���Q�S�V�I���T�V�I�W�W�M�R�K���G�V�M�W�M�W��
�X�S���E�H�H�V�I�W�W�����7�(�*���P�I�E�H�I�V�W���L�E�H���T�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W�P�]��assessed a 
�R�I�[���E�X�X�E�G�O���X�S���F�I���P�M�O�I�P�]���M�R���*�I�F�V�Y�E�V�]���x�%�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���)�V�H�S�Ó�E�R�…�W��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���J�E�G�I�H��criticism ���S�Z�I�V���X�L�I���W�T�I�I�H���S�J���V�I�W�G�Y�I��
�S�T�I�V�E�X�M�S�R�W���E�R�H���M�X�W���P�E�\���I�R�J�S�V�G�I�Q�I�R�X���S�J���F�Y�M�P�H�M�R�K���W�E�J�I�X�]��
�G�S�H�I�W�����W�Y�F�W�I�U�Y�I�R�X���T�S�P�P�M�R�K���J�S�Y�R�H���X�L�E�X���X�L�I�W�I���G�V�M�X�M�U�Y�I�W��
�H�M�H���R�S�X���X�V�E�R�W�P�E�X�I���M�R�X�S���M�R�G�V�I�E�W�I�H���S�T�T�S�W�M�X�M�S�R���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X����
�)�V�H�S�Ó�E�R�…�W���W�X�I�E�H�]���T�S�P�P�M�R�K���R�Y�Q�F�I�V�W���Q�E�]���E�P�W�S���V�I�H�Y�G�I���X�L�I��
�M�Q�Q�I�H�M�E�X�I���V�M�W�O���S�J���E�R���M�R�Z�E�W�M�S�R�����E�W���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���W�E�F�I�V���V�E�X�X�P�M�R�K��
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�T�E�V�X�]���X�S���V�E�P�P�]���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X���H�Y�V�M�R�K���T�I�V�M�S�H�W���S�J���L�M�K�L���M�R�½�E�X�M�S�R����
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�(�I�G�I�Q�F�I�V�����%�F�H�M���G�E�P�P�I�H���S�R���G�S�Y�R�X�V�M�I�W���X�L�E�X���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X�I�H��
�X�L�I���7�(�*���M�R���X�L�I���¼�K�L�X���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���-�7�-�7���X�S���I�R�K�E�K�I���M�R���V�I�W�S�P�Z�M�R�K��
�X�L�I���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���G�S�R�½�M�G�X���E�R�H���S�J�J�I�V�I�H���X�L�I���7�(�*�…�W��
�E�W�W�M�W�X�E�R�G�I���M�R���T�V�S�Q�S�X�M�R�K���E���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���W�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���X�S���X�L�I��
�G�S�R�½�M�G�X�����7�T�I�E�O�M�R�K���E�X���E���G�S�R�J�I�V�I�R�G�I���E�X���X�L�I���)�Y�V�S�T�I�E�R��
�4�E�V�P�M�E�Q�I�R�X���M�R���1�E�V�G�L�����7�(�'���4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���-�P�L�E�Q���%�L�Q�I�H��
stated that one of the countries that had made the 
�V�I�U�Y�I�W�X���J�S�V���%�F�H�M���X�S���E�W�O���X�L�I���4�/�/���X�S���H�I�G�P�E�V�I���E���G�I�E�W�I���¼�V�I��
�[�E�W���X�L�I���9�R�M�X�I�H���7�X�E�X�I�W��

�8�L�I���4�/�/���M�X�W�I�P�J���P�I�R�X���W�S�Q�I���G�V�I�H�I�R�G�I���X�S���X�L�I�W�I���G�P�E�M�Q�W����
�[�L�I�R���/�'�/���'�S���'�L�E�M�V���E�R�H���4�/�/���J�S�Y�R�H�M�R�K���Q�I�Q�F�I�V���'�I�Q�¨�P����

�&�E�]�M�O��said���X�L�E�X��� �̂W�S�Q�I���J�S�V�G�I�W���E�R�H���W�M�H�I�W���L�E�H���V�I�U�Y�I�W�X�I�H��
�X�L�E�X���[�I���H�I�G�P�E�V�I���E���G�I�E�W�I���¼�V�I�����F�Y�X���[�L�I�R���[�I���Q�E�H�I���X�L�M�W��
�H�I�G�M�W�M�S�R�����X�L�S�W�I���[�L�S���E�W�O�I�H���Y�W���J�S�V���X�L�M�W���H�M�H���R�S�X���X�E�O�I��
�V�I�W�T�S�R�W�M�F�M�P�M�X�]���‰���1�I�W�W�E�K�M�R�K���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���K�V�S�Y�T�…�W���P�I�E�H�I�V�W��
�X�S�[�E�V�H���X�L�I���9�R�M�X�I�H���7�X�E�X�I�W�����T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]���V�I�K�E�V�H�M�R�K���X�L�I��
�V�S�P�I���M�X���G�S�Y�P�H���T�P�E�]���M�R���F�V�M�R�K�M�R�K���E�F�S�Y�X���R�I�[���T�I�E�G�I���X�E�P�O�W�����L�E�W��
�F�I�I�R���Q�S�V�I���T�V�E�K�Q�E�X�M�G���M�R���V�I�G�I�R�X���Q�S�R�X�L�W����

�8�L�I�W�I���I�Z�I�R�X�W���W�Y�K�K�I�W�X���E���R�I�[���P�I�Z�I�P���S�J���H�M�E�P�S�K�Y�I���F�I�X�[�I�I�R��
�X�L�I���9�R�M�X�I�H���7�X�E�X�I�W���E�R�H���X�L�I���4�/�/�����F�E�W�I�H���S�R���E���W�L�E�V�I�H��
�M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X���M�R���T�V�I�Z�I�R�X�M�R�K���E���R�I�[���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���Q�M�P�M�X�E�V�]���S�T�I�V�E�X�M�S�R��
�M�R�X�S���R�S�V�X�L�I�V�R���7�]�V�M�E�����9���7�����S�¾�G�M�E�P�W���L�E�H���V�I�T�S�V�X�I�H�P�] 
�T�V�I�W�W�I�H���8�Y�V�O�I�]���J�S�V���E���V�I�X�Y�V�R���X�S���T�I�E�G�I���X�E�P�O�W���E�J�X�I�V��������������
�E�R�H���E�X���P�I�E�W�X���S�R�I���L�M�K�L���P�I�Z�I�P���9���7�����S�¾�G�M�E�P���T�V�M�Z�E�X�I�P�]��
�E�G�O�R�S�[�P�I�H�K�I�H���X�L�E�X���X�L�I���9�R�M�X�I�H���7�X�E�X�I�W���L�E�H���H�M�V�I�G�X�P�]��
�T�V�I�W�W�Y�V�I�H���8�Y�V�O�I�]���X�S���V�I�W�X�E�V�X���/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���T�I�E�G�I���X�E�P�O�W���M�R��
�������������E�P�X�L�S�Y�K�L���X�L�I���V�I�U�Y�I�W�X���H�M�H���R�S�X���P�I�E�H���X�S���E�R�]���G�S�R�G�V�I�X�I��
�W�X�I�T�W���M�R���X�L�E�X���H�M�V�I�G�X�M�S�R�����-�R���.�Y�P�]���������������E���9���7�����S�¾�G�M�E�P���W�E�M�H��
�J�S�V���X�L�I���¼�V�W�X���X�M�Q�I���X�L�E�X���X�L�I�V�I���[�E�W���ˆ�R�S���Q�M�P�M�X�E�V�]���W�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R�‰��
�X�S���X�L�I���G�S�R�½�M�G�X���E�R�H���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R�I�H���X�L�I���I�¾�G�E�G�]���S�J���8�Y�V�O�I�]�…�W��
�G�V�S�W�W���F�S�V�H�I�V���S�T�I�V�E�X�M�S�R�W���M�R���7�]�V�M�E���E�R�H���-�V�E�U���J�S�V���X�L�I��
�G�S�Y�R�X�V�]�…�W���W�I�G�Y�V�M�X�]���G�S�R�G�I�V�R�W��

�*�S�V���X�L�I�M�V���T�E�V�X�����X�L�I���4�/�/�…�W���P�I�E�H�I�V�W���L�E�H���T�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W�P�]��
�W�Y�K�K�I�W�X�I�H���X�L�E�X���X�L�I�]���[�S�Y�P�H���[�I�P�G�S�Q�I���M�R�X�I�V�R�E�X�M�S�R�E�P��
�W�Y�T�T�S�V�X�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���J�V�S�Q���X�L�I���9���7�������J�S�V���E���R�I�K�S�X�M�E�X�I�H��
�W�S�P�Y�X�M�S�R���X�S���8�Y�V�O�I�]�…�W���/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���U�Y�I�W�X�M�S�R�����-�R���X�L�I���Q�S�R�X�L�W��
�S�J���9���7�����8�Y�V�O�I�]���R�I�K�S�X�M�E�X�M�S�R�W���F�I�X�[�I�I�R���J�S�V�Q�I�V���9���7����
�4�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X���(�S�R�E�P�H���8�V�Y�Q�T�…�W���E�X�X�I�Q�T�X�I�H���[�M�X�L�H�V�E�[�E�P���J�V�S�Q��
�7�]�V�M�E���M�R���P�E�X�I�������������E�R�H���8�Y�V�O�I�]�…�W���M�R�G�Y�V�W�M�S�R���M�R�X�S�� 
�6�E�W���E�P���%�M�R���E�R�H���8�E�P���%�F�]�E�H���M�R���������������N�E�M�P�I�H���4�/�/���J�S�Y�R�H�I�V��
�E�R�H���P�I�E�H�I�V���”�G�E�P�E�R���M�W�W�Y�I�H���E��statement���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L��
�L�M�W���P�E�[�]�I�V�W���G�E�P�P�M�R�K���J�S�V���8�Y�V�O�I�]���7�(�*���X�I�R�W�M�S�R�W���X�S���F�I��
�V�I�W�S�P�Z�I�H���T�I�E�G�I�J�Y�P�P�]��

�8�L�I�W�I���T�V�I�Z�M�S�Y�W���I�J�J�S�V�X�W���P�E�M�H���X�L�I���V�L�I�X�S�V�M�G�E�P���K�V�S�Y�R�H�[�S�V�O��
�J�S�V���E���J�Y�X�Y�V�I���W�I�X�X�P�I�Q�I�R�X�����F�Y�X���X�L�I�]���H�M�H���R�S�X���P�I�E�H���X�S��
�G�S�R�G�V�I�X�I���V�I�W�Y�P�X�W�����W�Y�K�K�I�W�X�M�R�K���X�L�E�X���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���M�R���7�]�V�M�E��
�E�R�H���8�Y�V�O�I�]���E�V�I���R�S�[���Q�S�V�I���J�E�Z�S�V�E�F�P�I���J�S�V���H�I���I�W�G�E�P�E�X�M�S�R����

“  ... a U.S. official said for the first time that there was “no 
military solution” to the conflict and questioned the efficacy 
of Turkey’s cross-border operations in Syria and Iraq for the 
country’s security concerns. ”
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The PKK has extended���M�X�W���T�E�V�X�M�E�P���G�I�E�W�I���¼�V�I���X�L�V�S�Y�K�L��
�X�L�I���I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R�W�����8�L�M�W���M�W���[�I�P�P���[�M�X�L�M�R���9���7�����M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W�����E�W���M�X��
�[�M�P�P���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I���K�V�I�E�X�I�V���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P���G�S�Z�I�V���J�S�V���I�J�J�S�V�X�W���X�S���W�X�E�Z�I��
�S�J�J���E���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���M�R�G�Y�V�W�M�S�R���M�R�X�S���7�]�V�M�E�����P�M�Q�M�X���X�L�I���T�S�X�I�R�X�M�E�P���J�S�V��
�T�V�I���I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R���Z�M�S�P�I�R�G�I���M�R���8�Y�V�O�I�]�����E�R�H���T�I�V�L�E�T�W���T�V�S�Z�M�H�I��
�F�V�I�E�X�L�M�R�K���V�S�S�Q���J�S�V���X�L�I���S�T�T�S�W�M�X�M�S�R���X�S���V�I�E�G�L���S�Y�X���X�S��
�8�Y�V�O�I�]�…�W���/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���Z�S�X�I�V�W���E�W���X�L�I���I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R�W���E�T�T�V�S�E�G�L��
�•���M�R�G�V�I�E�W�M�R�K���X�L�I���G�L�E�R�G�I�W���X�L�E�X���E���T�S�X�I�R�X�M�E�P���'�,�4��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X�����[�M�H�I�P�]���I�\�T�I�G�X�I�H���X�S���F�I���P�I�W�W���E�Y�X�S�G�V�E�X�M�G���E�R�H��
�S�T�T�S�W�I�H���X�S���/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���M�R�X�I�V�I�W�X�W���E�X���L�S�Q�I�����Q�E�]���E�P�W�S���T�Y�V�W�Y�I��
�E���P�I�W�W���L�S�W�X�M�P�I���T�S�P�M�G�]���X�S�[�E�V�H�W���X�L�I���7�(�*���E�R�H���X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7��

U.S. Opportunities

�9�R�H�I�V���X�L�I�W�I���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W�����X�L�I���9���7�����L�E�W���R�I�[���S�T�T�S�V�X�Y�R�M�X�M�I�W��
�X�S���G�L�E�V�X���E���P�S�R�K���X�I�V�Q���W�X�V�E�X�I�K�]���M�R���R�S�V�X�L�I�E�W�X���7�]�V�M�E��

�8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���P�I�E�H�I�V�W���L�E�Z�I���V�I�T�I�E�X�I�H�P�]���H�I�G�P�E�V�I�H���X�L�I�M�V���M�R�X�I�R�X��
to destroy���X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7���E�R�H���X�L�I���7�(�*�����[�L�M�G�L���X�L�I�]��
�V�I�K�E�V�H���E�W���X�I�V�V�S�V�M�W�X�W�����G�L�E�R�K�I���X�L�I���H�I�Q�S�K�V�E�T�L�M�G�W���S�J��
�/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���Q�E�N�S�V�M�X�]���E�V�I�E�W�����E�R�H���K�E�M�R���E���^�S�R�I���S�J���H�M�V�I�G�X��
�G�S�R�X�V�S�P���S�V���M�R�H�M�V�I�G�X���M�R�½�Y�I�R�G�I���M�R���X�L�I���E�V�I�E�W���S�J���R�S�V�X�L�I�V�R��
�7�]�V�M�E���G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�H���F�]���X�L�I���K�V�S�Y�T�����8�[�S���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���K�V�S�Y�R�H��
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�S�T�I�V�E�X�M�S�R�W���L�E�Z�I���S�Y�W�X�I�H���X�L�I���7�(�*���E�R�H���X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7���J�V�S�Q��
�%�J�V�M�R�����6�E�W���E�P���%�M�R�����E�R�H���8�E�P���%�F�]�E�H�����-�R���V�I�Q�E�M�R�M�R�K���7�(�*��
�%�%�2�)�7���X�I�V�V�M�X�S�V�]�����8�Y�V�O�I�]���M�W���T�Y�V�W�Y�M�R�K���E���Q�Y�P�X�M�J�E�G�I�X�I�H��
�Q�M�P�M�X�E�V�]�����I�G�S�R�S�Q�M�G�����E�R�H���H�M�T�P�S�Q�E�X�M�G���W�X�V�E�X�I�K�]���X�S���G�V�I�E�X�I��
�Y�R�W�X�E�F�P�I���E�R�H���Y�P�X�M�Q�E�X�I�P�]���Y�R�P�M�Z�E�F�P�I���G�S�R�H�M�X�M�S�R�W���J�S�V���X�L�I��
�G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�M�I�W���X�L�E�X���Q�E�O�I���Y�T���X�L�I�M�V���F�E�W�I���S�J���W�Y�T�T�S�V�X��
�X�S���H�M�W�T�P�E�G�I���X�L�I�W�I���T�S�T�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R�W���S�V���X�Y�V�R���X�L�I�Q���E�K�E�M�R�W�X��
�X�L�I���E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�M�I�W���x�;�M�X�L���S�V���[�M�X�L�S�Y�X���E���R�I�[���M�R�Z�E�W�M�S�R�����X�L�M�W��
�E�T�T�V�S�E�G�L���H�I�K�V�E�H�I�W���X�L�I���G�M�Z�M�P���E�R�H���Q�M�P�M�X�E�V�]���M�R�W�X�M�X�Y�X�M�S�R�W��
�S�J���R�S�V�X�L�I�E�W�X���7�]�V�M�E���S�Z�I�V���X�M�Q�I�����P�I�E�Z�M�R�K���X�L�I�Q���P�I�W�W��
�E�F�P�I���X�S���E�H�Q�M�R�M�W�X�I�V���X�L�I�M�V���X�I�V�V�M�X�S�V�]���E�R�H���[�S�V�O���[�M�X�L���X�L�I��
�G�S�Y�R�X�I�V���-�7�-�7���G�S�E�P�M�X�M�S�R���X�S���T�V�I�Z�I�R�X���E���V�I�W�Y�V�K�I�R�G�I���S�J��
�X�L�I���X�I�V�V�S�V�M�W�X���K�V�S�Y�T��

�-�R���E�H�H�M�X�M�S�R���X�S���M�X�W���X�E�V�K�I�X�I�H���E�W�W�E�W�W�M�R�E�X�M�S�R���G�E�Q�T�E�M�K�R��
�E�K�E�M�R�W�X���W�I�R�M�S�V���7�(�*���E�R�H���%�%�2�)�7���P�I�E�H�I�V�W�L�M�T�����%�R�O�E�V�E���Y�W�I�W��
�E���Z�E�V�M�I�X�]���S�J���P�I�Z�I�V�W���X�S���H�I�K�V�E�H�I���X�L�I���V�I�K�M�S�R���I�G�S�R�S�Q�M�G�E�P�P�]����
�W�L�Y�X�X�M�R�K���S�J�J���[�E�X�I�V and �I�P�I�G�X�V�M�G�M�X�]���E�G�G�I�W�W���X�S���Q�E�N�S�V���G�M�X�M�I�W����
�T�V�I�W�W�Y�V�M�R�K���X�L�I���/�Y�V�H�M�W�X�E�R���6�I�K�M�S�R�E�P���+�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X���S�J���-�V�E�U��
�X�S���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X���R�S�V�X�L�I�E�W�X���7�]�V�M�E�…�W���S�R�I���S�T�I�R���F�S�V�H�I�V���G�V�S�W�W�M�R�K����
�E�R�H���V�I�W�X�V�M�G�X�M�R�K���R�I�E�V�P�]���E�P�P���G�V�S�W�W���F�S�V�H�I�V���X�V�E�H�I���E�R�H���X�V�E�R�W�M�X��
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Syrian Kurdish women carry flags displaying Kurdistan 
Worker’s Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Öcalan’s portrait, as 
they rally in support of Syrian Forces, and to denounce the 
recent attacks by Turkish forces in Qamishli in northeast 
Syria in October 2020.  
(Delil Souleiman / AFP via Getty Images)
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“   A U.N. report on Turkish proxy rule in Afrin found a  
marked increase in sexual violence against women,  
including an increase in arbitrary detention and abuse in 
detention centers. ”
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�K�V�S�Y�T as �P�I�W�W���X�L�V�I�E�X�I�R�M�R�K���X�L�E�R���E���/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���E�Y�X�S�R�S�Q�S�Y�W��
entity���S�R���M�X�W���F�S�V�H�I�V���E�R�H���E�W���E���T�S�X�I�R�X�M�E�P�P�]���I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I��
�G�S�Y�R�X�I�V���X�S���%�W�W�E�H�����%�R���M�R�H�I�T�I�R�H�I�R�X���P�I�K�E�P���F�S�H�]���L�E�W��
found that Turkey �J�E�G�M�P�M�X�E�X�I�H���X�L�I���V�M�W�I���S�J���-�7�-�7 to such 
�E���H�I�K�V�I�I���E�W���X�S���F�I���G�S�Q�T�P�M�G�M�X���M�R���-�7�-�7�…���G�S�Q�Q�M�W�W�M�S�R���S�J��
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�K�I�R�S�G�M�H�I���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���X�L�I���=�E�^�M�H�M�W�����7�]�W�X�I�Q�M�G���W�I�\�Y�E�P���E�R�H��
�K�I�R�H�I�V���F�E�W�I�H���Z�M�S�P�I�R�G�I���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���=�E�^�M�H�M���[�S�Q�I�R���E�R�H��
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�I�P�I�Q�I�R�X���S�J���X�L�I���K�I�R�S�G�M�H�I�����X�L�S�Y�W�E�R�H�W���S�J���[�S�Q�I�R���E�R�H��
�K�M�V�P�W���[�I�V�I���E�F�H�Y�G�X�I�H���E�R�H���J�S�V�G�I�H���M�R�X�S���W�I�\�Y�E�P���W�P�E�Z�I�V�]���F�]��
�-�7�-�7���¼�K�L�X�I�V�W�����8�S���H�E�X�I�����=�E�^�M�H�M���G�S�Q�Q�Y�R�M�X�M�I�W���[�E�V�R that 
�Q�E�R�]���S�J���X�L�I���R�I�E�V�P�]���������������Q�M�W�W�M�R�K���[�S�Q�I�R���E�R�H���G�L�M�P�H�V�I�R��
�[�L�S���E�V�I���W�X�M�P�P���E�P�M�Z�I���P�M�O�I�P�]���V�I�Q�E�M�R���[�M�X�L���X�L�I�M�V���-�7�-�7���G�E�T�X�S�V�W���M�R��
Turkey or �8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���G�S�R�X�V�S�P�P�I�H���V�I�K�M�S�R�W���M�R���7�]�V�M�E��

�-�R���M�X�W���Q�M�P�M�X�E�V�]���S�T�I�V�E�X�M�S�R�W���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7���E�R�H��
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�7�]�V�M�E���X�S�H�E�]�����;�S�Q�I�R���E�V�I���I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I�P�]���I�\�G�P�Y�H�I�H���J�V�S�Q��
�K�S�Z�I�V�R�E�R�G�I���M�R���X�L�I�W�I���V�I�K�M�S�R�W�����V�I�J�S�V�Q�W���K�Y�E�V�E�R�X�I�I�M�R�K��
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�X�L�I���J�I�E�V���S�J���7�2�%���Z�M�S�P�I�R�G�I���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���[�S�Q�I�R�����T�E�V�X�M�G�Y�P�E�V�P�]��
�/�Y�V�H�M�W�L���[�S�Q�I�R�����R�S�R���1�Y�W�P�M�Q���[�S�Q�I�R�����E�R�H���[�S�Q�I�R��
�T�I�V�G�I�M�Z�I�H���E�W���F�I�M�R�K���T�S�P�M�X�M�G�E�P�P�]���E�G�X�M�Z�I�����8�L�I���Q�Y�V�H�I�V���S�J��
�,�I�Z�V�M�R���/�L�E�P�E�J���M�R�������������E�R�H���X�L�I�������������G�E�W�I���S�J���W�I�Z�I�V�E�P��
�[�S�Q�I�R���L�I�P�H���M�R���E�R���7�2�%���F�P�E�G�O���W�M�X�I���E�J�X�I�V���F�I�M�R�K���E�F�H�Y�G�X�I�H��
in Afrin���E�V�I���E�Q�S�R�K���X�L�I���L�M�K�L���T�V�S�¼�P�I���M�R�W�X�E�R�G�I�W���X�L�E�X���L�E�Z�I��
�V�I�M�R�J�S�V�G�I�H���X�L�I�W�I���J�I�E�V�W����

Implications for Washington  

�2�S�V�X�L�I�E�W�X���7�]�V�M�E���R�E�V�V�S�[�P�]���E�Z�S�M�H�I�H���E���R�I�[���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L��
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�T�S�W�M�X�M�S�R���S�J���X�L�I���7�(�*�����X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7�����E�R�H���X�L�I���9���7�����P�I�H��
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�J�S�P�P�S�[�M�R�K���9���7�����T�V�I�W�W�Y�V�I�����T�V�S�Z�M�H�I�W���E���R�I�[���F�Y�X���R�E�V�V�S�[��
�[�M�R�H�S�[���S�J���S�T�T�S�V�X�Y�R�M�X�]���X�S���E�Z�I�V�X���J�Y�X�Y�V�I���G�V�M�W�I�W�����E�R�H��
�L�M�K�L�P�M�K�L�X�W���X�L�I���G�S�R�W�X�V�Y�G�X�M�Z�I���V�S�P�I���X�L�E�X���;�E�W�L�M�R�K�X�S�R���G�E�R��
�T�P�E�]���S�R���X�L�I�W�I���M�W�W�Y�I�W���[�L�I�R���M�X���M�W���J�Y�P�P�]���I�R�K�E�K�I�H����

�-�J���X�L�I���9���7�����J�E�M�P�W���X�S���E�G�X�����E���X�L�M�V�H���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���M�R�G�Y�V�W�M�S�R���M�R�X�S��
�R�S�V�X�L�I�E�W�X���7�]�V�M�E���[�M�P�P���V�I�Q�E�M�R���E�R���I�Z�I�V���T�V�I�W�I�R�X���T�S�W�W�M�F�M�P�M�X�]����
�8�L�M�W���[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���E�R���I�\�M�W�X�I�R�X�M�E�P���X�L�V�I�E�X���X�S���X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7���E�R�H��
�7�(�*�����E�R�H���F�]���I�\�X�I�R�W�M�S�R���X�L�I���9���7�����P�I�H���Q�M�W�W�M�S�R�����;�I�V�I��
�M�X���X�S���S�G�G�Y�V���T�V�M�S�V���X�S���I�P�I�G�X�M�S�R�W�����M�R�G�P�Y�H�M�R�K���F�I�X�[�I�I�R���E��
�¼�V�W�X�����E�R�H���W�I�G�S�R�H���V�S�Y�R�H���T�V�I�W�M�H�I�R�X�M�E�P���Z�S�X�I������M�X���[�S�Y�P�H��
�F�I���W�I�I�R���F�]���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���P�I�E�H�I�V�W���E�W���I�\�M�W�X�I�R�X�M�E�P���J�S�V���X�L�I��
�G�Y�V�V�I�R�X���K�S�Z�I�V�R�Q�I�R�X�…�W���W�Y�V�Z�M�Z�E�P�����&�S�X�L���W�M�H�I�W�…���X�V�Y�W�X���M�R��
�9���7�����Q�I�H�M�E�X�M�S�R���[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���H�M�Q�M�R�M�W�L�I�H�����V�I�Q�S�Z�M�R�K���E��
�Q�S�H�I�V�E�X�M�R�K���M�R�½�Y�I�R�G�I���S�R���X�L�I�M�V���F�I�L�E�Z�M�S�V�����8�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X�W��
�S�J�������������[�S�Y�P�H���P�M�O�I�P�]���W�L�E�T�I���X�L�I���G�E�P�G�Y�P�E�X�M�S�R�W���S�J���F�S�X�L��
�W�M�H�I�W�����8�Y�V�O�I�]�����E�[�E�V�I���X�L�E�X���G�E�T�X�Y�V�M�R�K���P�M�Q�M�X�I�H���V�I�K�M�S�R�W���M�W��
�R�S�X���I�R�S�Y�K�L���X�S���H�I�W�X�V�S�]���X�L�I���%�%�2�)�7���E�R�H���7�(�*���E�P�X�S�K�I�X�L�I�V����
�[�S�Y�P�H���P�M�O�I�P�]���Q�E�O�I���X�L�I���P�M�U�Y�M�H�E�X�M�S�R���S�J���%�%�2�)�7���E�R�H���7�(�*��
�E�Y�X�L�S�V�M�X�]���M�R���R�S�V�X�L�I�E�W�X���7�]�V�M�E���E�P�X�S�K�I�X�L�I�V���M�X�W���K�S�E�P�����X�L�I���7�(�*����
�Z�M�I�[�M�R�K���X�L�I���T�S�W�X�������������G�I�E�W�I���¼�V�I���E�K�V�I�I�Q�I�R�X�W���E�W���L�E�Z�M�R�K��
�S�R�P�]���H�I�P�E�]�I�H���X�L�I���M�R�I�Z�M�X�E�F�P�I�����[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���T�V�I�T�E�V�I�H���X�S���¼�K�L�X��
�X�S���X�L�I���I�R�H�����8�L�M�W���G�S�Y�P�H���P�I�E�H���X�S���E�R���E�G�X�M�Z�I���M�R�W�Y�V�K�I�R�G�]��
�E�G�V�S�W�W���Q�S�W�X���S�J���%�%�2�)�7���X�I�V�V�M�X�S�V�]�����+�I�S�K�V�E�T�L�M�G���V�I�E�P�M�X�M�I�W��
�S�J���X�L�I���G�M�X�M�I�W���P�M�O�I�P�]���X�S���F�I���X�E�V�K�I�X�I�H���Q�I�E�R���X�L�E�X���¼�K�L�X�M�R�K��
�[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���X�E�O�M�R�K���T�P�E�G�I���I�J�J�I�G�X�M�Z�I�P�]���S�R���X�L�I���F�S�V�H�I�V���E�R�H��
�G�S�Y�P�H���W�T�M�P�P���S�Z�I�V���M�R�X�S���8�Y�V�O�M�W�L���X�I�V�V�M�X�S�V�]���E�W���[�I�P�P�����8�L�I���4�/�/��
�[�S�Y�P�H���V�I�W�G�M�R�H���M�X�W���G�I�E�W�I���¼�V�I���M�R���W�Y�G�L���E���W�G�I�R�E�V�M�S���E�R�H��
�[�S�Y�P�H���L�E�Z�I���P�S�W�X���M�X�W���T�V�M�Q�E�V�]���M�R�G�I�R�X�M�Z�I�W���X�S���V�I�W�X�V�E�M�R���M�X�W��
�E�G�X�M�Z�M�X�M�I�W���M�R���8�Y�V�O�I�]����

�-�R���X�L�I���I�Z�I�R�X���S�J���E���R�I�[���M�R�Z�E�W�M�S�R�����X�L�I���9���7�����G�S�Y�P�H���F�I���J�E�G�I�H��
�[�M�X�L���E���9���7�����X�V�E�M�R�I�H���E�R�H���I�U�Y�M�T�T�I�H���T�E�V�X�R�I�V���J�S�V�G�I���¼�K�L�X�M�R�K��
�E�W���T�E�V�X���S�J���E���T�V�S�X�V�E�G�X�I�H���M�R�W�Y�V�K�I�R�G�]���E�K�E�M�R�W�X���E���2�%�8�3��
�E�P�P�]���S�R���X�L�I���X�I�V�V�M�X�S�V�]���S�J���X�[�S���G�S�Y�R�X�V�M�I�W���E�X���S�R�G�I�����[�M�X�L���F�S�X�L��
�W�M�H�I�W�…���X�V�Y�W�X���M�R���9���7�����Q�I�H�M�E�X�M�S�R���F�V�S�O�I�R�����7�I�V�M�S�Y�W���L�Y�Q�E�R��
�V�M�K�L�X�W���E�F�Y�W�I�W���P�M�O�I���X�L�S�W�I���G�S�Q�Q�M�X�X�I�H���H�Y�V�M�R�K���3�T�I�V�E�X�M�S�R��

“  If the U.S. fails to act, a third Turkish incursion into northeast 
Syria will remain an ever-present possibility. This would be 
an existential threat to the AANES and SDF, and by extension 
the U.S.-led mission that relies on them. ”
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�[�S�Y�P�H���F�I���E�P�P���F�Y�X���M�R�I�Z�M�X�E�F�P�I�����1�M�P�P�M�S�R�W���S�J���H�M�W�T�P�E�G�I�H���T�I�S�T�P�I��
�[�S�Y�P�H���F�Y�V�H�I�R���9���7�����T�E�V�X�R�I�V�W���M�R���X�L�I���/�Y�V�H�M�W�X�E�R���6�I�K�M�S�R��
�S�J���-�V�E�U�����[�L�M�G�L���W�X�M�P�P���J�E�G�I�W���G�L�E�P�P�I�R�K�I�W���E�G�G�S�Q�Q�S�H�E�X�M�R�K��
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Turkish President and leader of the Justice and Development Party (AK Party) Recep Tayyip Erdo�an arrives to deliver a 
speech during a party meeting at the Turkish Grand National Assembly in Ankara on March 29, 2023.  
(Adem Altan / AFP via Getty Images)
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